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MIMOSA CATECHU.- -.CATECHU MIMOSA.
./

rA^a^
A^ ± ^

Ex hujus plants ligno paratur C^r^CHtr, vulgo Terra Japonlca,
f *

J; Fharm, Lond. ^ Edinb.

SrNONTMJ. Mimoik Cate; ipmls ^duabiis ftipulanbus, fbliis

blpinaatis i5-3p.jiigis, foliolis ,40 jiigis, fpicis.elongatis axilianbus.

NidiQ Murray App. Med. vol, ii. p, 415. Coira YclCaira in Pro^

vincia Bahar dkitur. S^eKerrs " Defcription of the Plant from

which the i ^rr^ Japonica. is extraded- M?^. O^/T ^ Liquir, voh

1;. j!>. 151. SuppI, Plant, p. 439.

Clafs Polygamia. Ord, Monoecia. Lin, Gen. Plant. 1 1 c
(-

EJf. Gen. Ch, Eermjph, Cal, 5--dentatiis. Con 5-fida. Stara, ${.
. plura. Pijl, I Legiimen. _

ikT^s-c. Cal, 5-dentatus. Cor, 5-fida. . Stam, 5, ,10, plura.
Jh

Sp, Ch, M. fpinis ilipularibus, foliis bipinnatis multijugis : glandulls

partialium fmgulis, fpicis axillaribus geminis f. ternis pedun
culatis. Syift, Veg, ed, 14.

CCORDING to Mr, Kerr, this fmall tree grows to
twelve feet in height, and to one foot in diameter,

d^with a thick rough brown bark, and towards the top
divides into many clofe branches : the leaves are bipinnated, or doubly
winged, and are placed alternately upon the younger branches: the
partial pinnas are nearly two inches long, and are commonly from
fifteen to thirty pair, having fmall glands inferted between the
pmns: each wing is ufually furnifhed vv^ith about forty pair of
pinnule or linear lobes, befet with ihort hairs : the fpines are fhort,
recurved, and placed in pairs at the bafes of each leaf: the flowers
are hermaphrodite and male, and ftand in clofe fpikes, which arife
from the axillae of the leaves, and are four or five inches long: the
calyx is tubular, hairy, and divides at the limb into five oval p'ointed

ments
:
the corolla is monopetalous, whitiih, and of the fame form

the calyx, but twice its length : the filame
No. 14

f^
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lary, double the length of the corolla, adhering at the bafe of the

men, and crowned with roundilh anthers : the germen is ov
and fiipports a {lender ftyle, which is of the length of the filaments and
terminated by a fimple iligma: the fruit, or pod, is lance-iliaped

fmooth, compreffed, with an undulated thin margin ; it contains fix

or eight roundifh flattened feeds, which produce a naufeous odour
when chewed. This tree grows plentifully on the mountainous parts
of Indoftan, whert^it flowers in June.

An Indian drug, known by the name of TerraJaponica, and now more
properly called Catechu, has long been an oflicinal medicine in Europe-
and though foon difcovered by chemical analyfis to be of vep-etable
origin, yet neither v/as the plant from which it is produced nor the
procefs by which it k prepared, fufhciently afcertained for near a

y afterwards. "Writers on the Materia Medica very generally,
from the time of Clufms, confidered the Catechu to be extraded fi

the feeds of a nut, the produce of a fpecies of palm; (Areca or
Beetle-nut) and conformably to this opinion, Linm^us, in both' the
editions of his Mat. Med. refers this, drug to the " Areca Catechu
frondibus pinnatis, foliolis replicatis oppofitis pn^morfis." We ar*-

told however by Mr. Kerr, that in the Province of Bahar, where th
Terra Japonica is raanufadured, the price of the A

w

c%

ceeds that of the Catechu." But he thinks it probable that v/here
thi^ nut is in great plenty, " they may perhaps join fome of the
fruit ni makmg the extrad, to anfwer a double purpofe, for the moft
frequent ufe of both is in chewing them together, as Europeans

f

tobacco
;

to thefe two ibbftances they add a little Ihell lime, and a
leaf called Pauwr ' Cleyerus and Herbert de Jager,^ more efpecially
the latter, have afferted, that the Catechu is not extraded from one
tree only, but from almoft all the fpecies of Acacia, whofe bark^ is

aitrmgent and reddifh, and from many other plants, which by boiling
yield ajmce of the like fort; and though thefe extrads differ confider-

^ Mr. Kerr fays, if the Terra Japonica were extraded from this nut, it would b
twenty times dearer than m the prefent fales.- Vide I. c.

e

.
.

Hence the followino- lines

:

Cum fruau hoc Indos vefci, undVorccruento
Furpureum ejiciunt fuccum, tarn dentibus atrls

VU ^^T A7 ^^"'•^'^^"S""^' ^clentibusoreminantur?
Vide HSJI: Nat. Cur, Dec. 2. Jnn. 4. Qhf. 3. b^ Dec 2 ^^

> \

3./. 8

*J ably.
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ably, yet in India they are all denominated Khaatli or Catechu.;

^ But the tree which affords the beft extrad, according to his defcrip

tion, appears evidently to be a Mimofa/ .

-

In this uncertainty our knowledge concerning the produdion of
Terra Japonica ftill remained, till Mr. Kerr (affiftant furgeon to the

civil hofpital at Bengal) tranfmitted an account of this fubft

which completely removed every doubt refped;ing its origin. In this

account we are told, that he not only carefully attended to the procefs

of the manufacturer in the preparation of Catechu, but that

felf ; and upon the faith of the figure and defcriptio

of the plant which he has given, and from which he prepared the

Catechu, the younger Linnaeus has admitted it into the Supp. Plant,

under the name of Mimofa Catechu ; and we have accordingly
figured the plant. The preparation of the extract is ftated by Pvlr.

Kerr to be as follows :
" After felHng the trees, the manu

carefully cuts off all the exterior white part of the wood. The
coloured wood i's cut into chip

unglazed earthen pot, pourin 2

1, with which he fills a narrow-mouthed
water upon them until he fees it among

the upper chips; Vv^hen this is half evaporated by boiling, the decodtion.
ftraining, is poured into a flat earthen pot, and b

third part ; this is fet in a cool place for one day, and afterward
evaporated by the heat of the fun, fi:irring it feveral times in the day
when it is reduced to a confiderable thicknefs, it is fpread upon a m
or cloth, which has previoufly been covered with the aihes of co
dung

;
this mafs is divided into fquare or quadrangular pieces by

firing, and completely dried by turning them frequently in the fu

s

a V

they are fit for fal

^

t Th
oriental language, fignifies a tree, and Chu, juice.

This
Catechu feetns to favour this opinion ; Caie, m the

/ ^

^ /Vccording^to the Linncean nomenclature u-e have no erenus under "the name A
But the Mimofas are very numerous, and that mod know
or hmT^:>lQ/e>i/itive plant, and the remarkable contradions which it rnanifefls upon being
touched, or even approached, induced my ingenious friend Dr. Marfhal, to diffect the
moving fibres. In his letter to me, he fays, " J have made two or -three diffeaions

t^^^

h

\

*' (mbre to gratify the curiofity of the moment than to afcertain any difcovery) of th„
" flelhy joints of the Mimofi pudica j branch is articulated v/Ith ftem, petiolus with
« branch, and petmlus of the leafit with the common petiolus. V/ithin the Mhy fub-
" ftance of the joint are found numerous Vv'hite threads, which go from- the one articu-
" lated body to the other,

' — -

fibres, by which the motions ar^ performed."
.

Thefe f^ Irritable1

e u In making the extrad^ the pale hioym wood Is preferred, as it produce
N

{h

/
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This extrad is called Cuit by the natives, by the EngUih Cutch

and by different authors Terra Japonica, Catechu, Khaath, Cate
Cachou, &c. ^' In its purefl: ftate it is a dry pulverable fubftance

ardly of a reddifh colour, internally of a fhining dark brovm

(D

tinged with a reddifh hue ; in the. mouth it difcovers confiderabl

aftringency, fucceeded by a fv/eetiili mucilaginous tafte. Ac
to Lewis, " it diirolves almoft totally in water, excepting the imp
rities ; which are ufually of the fandy kind, and amounting in the
fpecimens 1 examined to about one-eighth of the m.afs. Of the pure

, redified fpirit -diffolves about feven-eighths into a deep red
quor : the part which it leaves undiilblved, is an almoft infiDid

cilaginous fubftance.''^ " Catechu may be ufefully employed for

moft purpofes v/here an aftringent is indicated, provided the moft
powerful be not required. But it is particularly ufeful in alvine
"^uxes; and where thefe require the ufe of aftringents, we are ac-
quainted with no one equally beneficial. Befides this, it is employed
alfo in uterine profluvia, in laxity and debility of the vifcera in
eneral, in catarrhal affedions, and various other difeafes' wh
iftringents are neceffary. It is often fuffered to diffolve leifurely in
the mouth, as a topical aftringent for laxities and exulcerations of
the gums, for apthous ulcers in the mouth, and fimilar affcaions."

This extrad is the bafts of feveral fixed formulsE in our pharma
copoeias, particularly of a tindure and an eleduary :^ but one of th
beft forms under which it can b

m water,
of a fimple infii

h a proportion of cinnamon or caftia ; for by
means it is at once freed from its impurities, and improved by tl

ddition of the aromatic
fh

fi

alhe
t) o

; value. TRey
but very neg-

louy by which,

beiides what avarice may prompt them to put into it.'
Lewis's M. M. n. A^o k c„^ r-k. ..._„._, .

Th
p. 642. e

Kerr l. c.

Nciv Di/penf. p. 167

P )!/•/ n'^r'^f^;^ ''^''''^'''''PP"^^^ ^^o"i ^'^e experiments made by Sir John
iftdentj oftheJrrny.Jpp.Exp.^iO.) Huxham employed it fuccefsfaliy in

^_
a putrid diholved ftate of the blood nrpvnil^/l -PuL «Cf,..A \. cK^ nrinrinal

inarpriipnf- \r^ ^ • . 7 uiuuu pievauea. 1 nis extract is tne priin-i^j^i

alum n ne d^.rn.°'tv''''
?^ r '"P"'^ ^'" ^"^^^' ^om^oM of Catechu four ounces,

wkh the Lnr;^! r'^'" ^-T'
^"""^^

'
'^'^^^ ^re reduced to a fine powder, and mixed

die mafs to i: itf^ c^ ''"• """'^^^'' ^'"^^ ^ ^"^^'^"^ ^^^^^ity of water, to bringme mats to the confiftence of an oinrmPnf-_ nr^ .u r..„„ Aj ..iA. L .u^ofpc;
aitringent applications of

anointment. T
d to be :uliar]y ufeful. See Kerr Ic.

MIMOSA NILOTICA
\
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MIMOSA NILOTICA. EGYPTIAN MIMOSA, '

ACACIA, EGYPTIAN THORN.
rpJ&fMT-.**'

^

Giimmi Arablcum, Fharm, Lond. &" Edinb, fponle ex hac
^planta Jiuit,

STNONTMJ, Acacia vera. J, Baiih. Hi/I, vol. up. 429. Acacia
• foliis fcorpioides leguminofas. Bauh. Pin. 2Q2. Acanthus Theo-
phrafti. Raii Hiji. p. gy6. Acacia vera five fpina iflgyptiaca.

FarL Theat.p. 1547. Acacia veraf. Spina iEgyptiaca; fubrotundis

foliis flore luteo ; filiqua paucioribus ifthmis glabris nigricantibus.

FInk. Aim. 3. t. 10.2,./. I- Acacia ^gyptiaca filiquis Lupini
floribus luteis. Herm. Farad. Bat. Frod. 303. ConL Haffelq. it

\

>
s

475. AKx>iix*DioJcorid. L. t. cap. 133

^

Clafs Polygamia. Ord. Monoecia. Lin. Gen. Flant. 11
**

I

,
F I

EJf.Gen.Ch. Hermaph. C^z/. 5-dentatus. Cor. 5-fxda. Stam
5. f. plura. Fiji. I. Legumen.

Masc. (7^//. 5-dentatus. Cc^r. 5-fida. 6'/^/;2. 5, 10, plura,
^

.
C;^. M. fpinis ftipularibus patentibus, foliis bipinnatis : partia-

libus extimis glandula interftindis, fpicis globofis pedunculatis.
k p '

-1 H
I I

\ "^

THIS, like the preceding fpecies of Mimofa, rifes feveral feet in
height

:
it is covered with fmooth bark of a grey colour, and that of

the branches has commonly a purpliih tinge : the leaves are bipin-
nated, and placed alternately: the partial pinnx are oppofite, furniihed
with a fmall gland between the outermoft pair, and befet with nu-
merous pairs of narrow elliptical pinnulse, or leafits : the fpines are
long white, fpreading, and proceed from each fide of the bafe of
the leaves: the flowers are hermaphrodite and male, they aifume a
globular ihape, and ftaiid four or five together upon flender peduncles,
which arife from the axilla of the leaves : the calyx is fmall, bell-
ihaped, and divided at the mouth into five minute teeth : the corolla
conhlts of five narrow ydlowifh fegm.eats; the filaments are

No
£.

nume'

rous
1

•c
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roiis, capillary, and furnifhed with roundifh yellow anthers : the

rmen is conical, and fupports a llender ftyle, crowned with a fimple

the fruit is a long pod, refemhling that of the Lupin, andftifrma

contains many flattiih brown feeds. It is a native of Arabia and

Egypt, and flowers in July/

Diofcorides was certainly well acquainted with this tree, as he not

only mentions the gum which it produces, but alfo the renowned

\Acad<^ vercsfuccus^ obtained from its pods ; fince his time, however,

it has been thought that gum arabic is not the produdion of the

Ac
Alpinus, and thofe of fubfequent naturalifts, leave no doubt upon

this fubjed." .,

Althoueh the Mimofa nilotica grows in great abundance over the

-cia or Mimofa, as it is now called ; but the accounts givenct

vaft extent of Africa, yet gum arabic is produced chiefly by thofes

/

trees, which are fituated near the equatorial regions; and we are

told that in Lower Egypt the folar heat is never fufficiently intenfe

for this purpofe.
d The um exudes in a liquid ftate from the bark

of the trunk and branches of the tree, in a fimilar manner to the gum
which is often produced upon the cherry trees, &c. in this country;

and by expofare to the air it foon acquires folidity and hardnefs. In

Senegal the gum begins to flow when the tree firft opens its flowers,'

and continues during 'the rainy feafon till the month of December.
when it is colleded for the firft time. Another colledion of the eum
is ma de m the month of March, from incifions in the bark, which
the extreme drynefs of the air at that time is faid to render necefl^ary.^

>

a The M. nilotica was cultivated in England by Evelyn In 1664. Kalend. h. p. 75

A plant of this fpecies Is now m the Royal Garden at Kev/, about four feet in height:
and in Dr. Lettfom's

b

rden at Grove Hill, where it flowers annually.

The pod, and nianher of preparing the juice, are thus mentioned by Murray: " Ex
fmStn elicltur, qui ipfe le

- . _umen eft complanatum viridi brunum, quatuor vel quinque
poijices longurn et ofties vel decies anguftius, compofitum ex fex vel decern partibus vel

articuhs difcoldeis et intra utranique cuticulam parenchyma gummofum rubicundum
continens.

r

notatum.
In quovis articulo latet femen ellipticum fulco 'ulrlnque pariter eliiptico

Succus exprimitur ex frudlu '- — -- --'- ^— -'--'^- -* --^immaturo in mortario contufo, et calore in

7 vgL it. p. ^12
fpiffitudinem.extraai denfatur/' &c. Fuie Jpp. Mea

" HaiTelquift. Adanfon, Sparrman, and others. «> Niebuhr Reifebefch. Arab. i. B.

« Adanfon Mem. de I'Ac. d Sc. d, Paris, 1773. p. 8. ^ Demanet Nouvellep. 143
Hiil. de I'Afrique Fran'^oife, t, i. p. 56.

Gum

")
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Gum arable is now ufually imported into

packed up in Ikins, which was the pra(flice in Egypt and Arab

England from Barbary
3

but in large caiks or hogfheads Th common appearance of th

um fo well known as not to require any defcription of it here;

and the various figures which it afTumes feem to depend upon a variety

of accidental circumft ttending its tranfudation and

Gum Arabic of a pale yellowiili colour is mofl efteemed

the

; on
idiih

d of a brownifh or reddifh hue, are found to be lefs pure, and

rary, tht)fe pieces which are large, rough, of a

are faid to be produced fro a differ of Mimofa •"

but the Arabian and EgyptSene

with pieces of this kind, fimilar to that which comiCS from th

(M
commonly intermixed

river Senegof Africa, near the

folution by fpirit or oil, but in twi

Giim Arabic does not admit of
quantity of water it diiTolves

muci mou fiuid, of the confiftence of a thick fyrup, and
this flate anfwers many ufeful pharmaceutical purpofes, by rendering

refm

g

d pinguious fabftances, mifcible v/ith water
quality of g a able is preferred to moft otherThe

ums and mucilaginous fubllances as a demulcent, in coughs, hoarfe
y' neife and other ifea r\

A

acrimonious humour
5
in order to obtund

It has be

fcran

d to fupply the lofs of abraded mucus
§

.»

7 b
y generally' employed in cafes of .ardor urins, and

It 1""o the opinion of D Culleii
a th th

mucilage, as an internal demulcent, can be of no fervice beyond th \^-

y canal. In common pradice hardly more than a few

nous

d

qu iJL A

Tnin one day ; i

to many pounds
d what that can give of a mucil
of fer

jud
ofity

1

I leave my intelligent

e S Still, however, it may not be thought enough to
afon a priori, and I Ihould fay, what experience has adually

What others may have obfei
J
I cannot determi

I ail that, in

but, for myfelf
able trials, I have never obferved the

'ed:s of gum arable in the mafs of blood, or in the excretions d
from it. The moft frequent occafion for its ufe is in the ardor ur:

and in that I have been often difappointed, and have often found

d

two pounds of y/ater or watery liquors added to the drink,- wou
\

\

Mr. French's Experiments in Lond. Med. Obferv. vol. i; p. 413, &c.* See

of
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of more Ter

fuch addition

th four ounces of gum arab
)j h This um IS an dient.

:en in wltlio

the Hartfho

decodion; the chalk Julep, the common emulfion, and fome of the

direded in our Pharmacopoeias.

\
M p. 415. vol. 2.

\

Gum arable has been found a good fubftitute for food; and Dr. Sparrman tells us,'

that he pointed out this gum to the Hottentots, "which they mjght gather in many
'

^''' ''- -!..•__ u..,t 4.u:^ ..,^g ^ fpecies of food very wellM
Whe

fliles-men are faid to live upon this for many days
known to them, and which they had often tried.

Cape, vol. ii. p. 23
^

Voyage to the

'-.J

RUBIA TINCTOPvUM. DIER's MADDER.
>

t

^
^

STNONTMA. Rubia. Pharm, Lond. Eff EdlnL * Rubia

fylveftris afpera. ^ Rubia tindorum fativa. Baiih, Fin, f, 'i^^,

Rubia tindorum. Gerard: Emac. p. 111^. Rubia major fativa.

Fark, Theat. p. 274, Rubia fylveftris monfpeifulana major.
V

Bauh, Hift. voL Hi, p, 715. Rubia tindorum. Rait Hift. p. ^^o.

Vide Hall, Stirp, Helv. n, 708. Rubia foliis fenis.

E^t/^o^avoii vel E^£f^o^«v(3v Grcdcormu, .
./"

Milk Ditl,

f

Clafs Tetrandria. Ord, Monogynia. Lin, Gen, Flant, 127,
V

-t

EJf, Gen, Ch, Cor, i-petala, campanulata, Bacca; 2, monofpermas
^-

Sp, Ch, R. foliis annuis, caule aculeate. ' Mant, 330
^

\ THE root is perennial
\

g nd, jointed, befet with fmall

ally of a bright red colour, but tov^ards the center

e ftalks are quadrangular, flender," procumbent, jointed.

res, exterr

yellowiih : th

four or five feet in length, and covered with rough fhort points
which they adhere to the neighbouring plants for fupport : the

ellip

four, five

pomted rough ciliated, and are placed in whorls of

} fix together at the joints of the ilem the branches

Hand
f.

/
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iksLud in pairs at the articulations of the ilalk, and upon tfi

fiibdivifions produce fmall terminal fiowers of a ye
calyx is divided at' the mouth into four teeth : the corolla is fm

iliaped, and cut at the extremity into four oval fep-men
filaments are four, ftioit, and fupport fimple erect anthers : the rer

double, and placed below the corolia': the ftyle is flender, an
the top divides into two globular itigmata : the fruit conlifts of
d berries, each containing an oval feed, with a cavity at its fm

extremity. It is a native of the South of Eurone, and flowers in Tune.3 J
Madder is frequently mentioned by the Greek v/riters, who em-

ployed its roots with the fam^e medicinal intentions for which they
now are recommended by moft of the modern writers on the Materia
Medica. Our knov/ledo;e of the firft cultivation of thi s Plant in
England is from Gerard;' and though an extenfive cultivation of
Madder in Britain feems to promife conficjerable advantage both
to the planter and to the nation, yet we find that the great quantity
of Madder roots ufed here \yj the Diers and Callico-printers, has
' een for many years almofS: vv^holly the growth and export of Holland.'*
Madder appears to diiTer from other fubftances ufed for the purpofe of
dying, in having the peculiar property* of tinging with a florid red

X

only the milk, urine, &c." but even the bones of thofe
animals which have fed upon it; a circumftance which was firft

noticed by Antonius Mizaldus,' but not known in England till Mr.
Belchler publifhed an account of a pig and a cock, wdiofe bones
became red by eating Madder mixed with their food ;' fmce that time

» Vide Hon. Kew, »» AMer DiSf. m which is alfo given a full account of the culti-
vation of this plant. But we are happy to obferve, that by the laudable endeavours of
the Society for the Encouragement of Jrts, kc. confiderable quantities of Englifli
Madder have been produced, and found as good at leaft, if not better than Iny imported.

Iranfa^iions^ p. 10. vol. i. r

* Some other plants of the fame natural ov<leT (Stellata) have alfo the elFea of tinging
the bones, as the Galium Mollugo and Jbari7ie. Vide Guettard A4em. de VA^. de Sc. a,
1740 ^ 1747. - And the Valantia crucwta. Bohmer DiJ. de rad. rub. tlna. p. Ji^i. ^

_

«= Bohmer alfo found the ferum of the blood reddened by the Madder. Dlf. rad. ruh,
ttnfi. ^c. p 13. And Levrct obferves, that it fometimes tinged the excretion by the
iKin, , iiur les Jccouchemens^ p. 278.

^ Memorah. ut. ac jucuncla Cent. 7. Aph. 91. Lutet. 1566.
• Phil. Tranf. vol.j^^. p. 287. & p. 299. See alfo vol. 41. Afterwards experiments

were profecuted hjBa^mus^ Geoffroy, Du Hamel FougerQm^ B^rgm, and others.

No. 14 3 various



o

/ 192

various experiment's relating to this fubjed have been illa e from
which it appears that the colouring-matter of Madder affefts the bones

in a very fhort time, and that the moil foHd, or hardeft,'part of the

bones lirfl: receives the red colour, which gradually extends, ab extcrno\

throui^h the whole olTeous fubftance, while the animal continues

to take the Madder ; and if this root be alternately intermitted and

employed for a fufficieiit length of time, and at proper intervals, the

bones are found to be coloured in a correfpondent number of con-

centric circles. Accordins; to Lewis, " the roots of Madder have

a bitteriih fomewhat auftere tafte, and a flight fmeli not of the

They impart to water a dark red tindure, to recagreeable kind.

tified fpirit, and to diftilled oils, a bright red ; both the watery and

ipirituous tindures tafle ftrongly of the Madder.
>? f

aeter ent
3

by medicinal writers, has been confidered as a deobftruent,

diuretic, and is chiefly ufed in the jaundice, dropfy,

proceed from vifceral obftrudions,and other difeafes fappofed to

particularly thofe of the liver and kidneys \ and fome modern authors

have recommended it as an emmenagogue,^ and in rickety afFedions.

With regard to its diuretic quality, for which there are many refpe

Dr. Cullen aiTerts, that in many trials both for thistable authorities,
Tand other purpofes, fucn an effed is not conflant, having never oc

curred to him. i\s a remedy for the jaundice, it has the authority of

Sydenham, and was formerly an ingredient in the decodum ad ideros

of th

than to the difeafe itfelf, this decodion was expunged.

anain, auu way iuimeriy an ingreuient m tne aecocium aa icieius

e Edin. Pharm. but as it feemed more adapted to \\\^fi^ces albidcs

to the difeafe itfelf, this decodion was exnunQ-ed. That fome
French writers fliould prefcribe Madder in a rickety flate of the bones,

appears a little furprifmg, as the brute animals, to which it was given

efpecially the younger, fuffered confiderable emaciation and proflra

>

tion of flrength from its efFeds. Its virtues, as an emmenagogue, reil

principally on the authority of Dr. Home, who gave from a fcruple to

half a dram of the powder, or two ounces of the decodion, three or four

J
((

times a day. But this medicine failed with Dr. Cullen, who alfo fays
" I know of other praditioners in this country, who, after feveral

meffedual trials made with it, have now entirely deferted its ufe.""

See Home's Clinical Experiments, p. 388. ^ Levret. I c»

)> 1

"f Mat. Med. p. 546.
and Mi,

s

at. Med. vol. ii. p. 39.

RUMEX ACETOSA

/

^
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y

COMMON "SORREL.

yim^a II iH l|imilLil^TBTTiTjin"fgl"rTLgT^TlT ^"-«p-»«^^T-^''wv-^fc.
:;: :3

STNO NTMJ. Acetofa/ Pharm. Land. Ed'mb, Acetofa

pratenfis. Baub. Pin. p. 1 14. Oxalis crifpa. y» Bauh. u. p.

990 Oxalis feu Acetofa. Gerard. Emac. p. 396. Acetofa vul

aris rk. p, 742

Raii

Lapathum acetofum vuls'are. van . Synop,

p, 148. Rail Hiji. p, 178. Lapathum fexubus d*ftirid;is/foIiis
r

fagittatis, hamis retrorfum porredis. Hal. Stirp. Helv. n. 1597.

R. Acetofa. Witberifig. Bot. Arrang. p. 376. Relhan Flor, Cant*

149 Hudfons Ang. 156.
r

6"/^//} Hexandria.*, Ord. Trigynia. Lin. Gen. Plant. 451.
u

EJf.Gen. Ch. Cal. 3-p!iyIlus. Petala 3, conniventia. Sem. i , triquetrum
^,

' Sp, Ch. R. Flor. dioicis, fol. obloiigis fagittatis

^

THE root is perennial, flender, long, "and fibrous: the flaili !,§

ered, channelled, branched at the top,' partially of a purplifh red

colour, and ufually rifes from one to two feet in height : the radical

leaves are narrow, oblong, arrow-fhaped, of a bright green colour,

and (land upon long footftalks, but thofe on the Hem are without
footftalks, and placed alternately : the flowers are produced in ter-

minal branched fpikes, partly tinged of a reddilh colour, and ftand

upon fliort flender peduncles : the calyx is compofed of three

oval ments : the corolla confifts of three petals, fliaped like the

divifions of the calyx : the fix filaments are fhort, flender, and fur-

niflied with ere£t double anthers : the germen is triangular, and
fupports three fimple refleded ftyles, with bearded ftigmata : the

feeds are naked, fmgle, and of a triangular fliape. It is common in

meadows and paftures, and flowers in June.
Some writers have referred this plant to the Lapathum quartum'of

This, plant., accordins: to the flri6i:nefs of

I

fio;ure reprefents the former

diftni£tly male and female in different our

L ii, cap 08

Diofcorides
>

^
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Diofcorktes, and to the Lapathum fylveilre, quod alli oxalidem appeU
~~ut as the word i^v has been indifcrlminately ufed bothIant, of PUny.

\to ilgnify fharp, with refped to the tafte of a plant, and in relation to

the form of its leaves, there may be a doubt whether thofe authors 'have

done right, in excluGvely applying it in the former fenfe as in the

name Acetofa.—The leaves of common Sorrel have an agreeable acid

tafte, like that of the Oxahs Acetofella, or Wood-forrel, which we
ha^"e before defcribed -, (fee page ^6) and as they are medicinally

employed for the fame purpofes, vdiat has been already faid of that

plant v/ill in a great meafure apply to this ; which from being eafily
1 J . T- - • .1 r 1 n •. -I i-

pro ured HI reat abundance may be conv^̂niently fubftituted for It.

ciSSorrel, taken in confiderable quantity, or ufed varioully prepared
food, will certainly be found of important advantage v/here a refri-

eerant and antifcorbutic re
C-3

nnen is required ;*" and we are told by
Linn^us, that the Laplanders experience a ferum acetofatum to be
in this refped an ufeful and pleafant diet/

^ L. XX. cat). 21.

Barthol. J^. Havn. 167 1, p, 35
^ Flor. Lapp. p. 94.

See Morin in Hiji. de'VAc. cles S,
o

ciencss.^ iJC/Oi p. 52
Boerhaave Hift, Plant. L. B, P. it. p. 540

*

ARBUTUS UVA URSI. TRAILING ARBUTUS i Or

BEAR-BERRYn
/

t:r/2z^.3^:

S TNO NTMA
JOS

Uva fi

Cliif,

Fharm. Lord. ^ Edi

Rarior. Plant, HiJI. p. 62.
' Vac fi fiv

Uv
Uv

u

urll

pud Clufmm

5^^

Gerard. Emac. p. 141

6

V-r.

n. 457
de Arbuto

Bauh, Fin, p. 470. Park. Theat. p
•^^./. 1489.^. 5. Flor. Dan. \%' Miirr. Comment

457

h. HiJl. vol

Rati Sy V

/

T>
rft, Gotting 764 Girardi Novce Ah

1 atavii I ^764. Sandifort Diff. tab. 8. Withering. Bot. Arr.p. 428/

Clafs Decandria Ord. Monos-ynia
iD i> IJn. Gen, Plant. 220.

m Gen. Ch CaL

Bacc^

5-partitus

5

ovata : ore bafi pellucid

Sp, Ch
r

A, caulibus procumbemibus foliis Integ
The
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THE root IS perennial, long, brancheclj and fibrous: the ftems

are numerous, procumbent, fpreading, woody, fcarcely a foot in

N

glh, and feldom divided into branches: the leaves are oblon
btufe, narrowed tow^ards the bafe, entire, thick or fleihy, fi

without footftalks, of a dingy green colour, and clofely furround
upper part of the ftalk : the flowers are whitiih or fleih-coloured, and
terminate the flems in fmall clufters upon iliort ffender pedicles : the

X is very fmall, and divided into five obtufe teeth : the corolla

confifts of a fmgle petal, which is tubular, oval, contraded/ and
divided at the margin into five minute reflexed fegEiients: the filaments

are ten, Ihort, downy, tapering, and crowned with ere6t reddifh
anthers : the germen is oval, and placed above the infertion of
corolla : the ftyle is tapering, longer than the filaments, and temiinated
with a fimple iligma : the fruit is a pulpy, round, red berry. It is a
native of the Northern parts of Britain, and fi

Profeflor Murray has not been able to determine whether
ant is the a^ytov ^xpvxy,, vdiich is much commended by Galen ^ m

cafes of hxmoptyfis, or the 'dx^as ^;^^ ufed as a general afl:ringent by

4

Diofcorides/ It growls in great abundance in different parts of
Europe and America, particularly in barren fandy foils ; and that
which is found in dry, lofty, and expofed fituations, is preferred '' for
medical ufe to that w^hich is colleded in valleys and ihady grounds.
The leaves of this plant, in a dried ftate, have no remarkable fmell,
but a bitteriili aftringent tafte, and by fome are ufed for the purpofe
of dying an afli-colour, and for tanning leather. The fapid matter
of thefe leaves has been attributed rather to the prefence*of gummy
than of refinous particles, as w^atery menfi:rua extrad their virtues
more completely than

The Uva Urfi, though employed by the ancients in feveral
difeafes requiring afi:ringent medicines, had almoft entirely fall

into difufe till about the middle of the prefent century, when it firil

drew the attention of phyficiahs as a ufeful remedy in calculous and
^ h

» Our artifl, by fuppofing the contraaed ftate of the corolla to be merely the efFea
ot drying, has made it appear too inflated in the annexed figure.

«> Be comp. nud fee, he, L. 7. c. 4; p, 548. Ed. Chart. <= Mat. Med. L. 4. c.
42. p. 4«2. td. Vergil ^ Girardi /. c. p. 454. « Murray App. Med. vol il p. s'^.

No 5. 3 ^ "->
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^

afFedions : and in the years

concurrent teftimonies of different th

7^3
f -^

1764
qiured

the

arkable

celebrity not only for its efficacy in gravelly complaints, but in almoft
" y organs are liable, as ulcers of the

/*

every other to which the

kidneys and bladder, cyftirrhoea, diabetes, &
then thoudit to be fo fully eftablilhed, that a Spanifli

d its

g

ity was

made it

his boail man
>

whom thefe imp difcoveries of the

efFeds of this plant ought firft to be referred, was his countryman

He was hov/ever fuperfeded in this claim by the phyficians at Mont
pel who had b the habit of prefcribing Uva Urfi in thefe

ffivelyfes for many years before.'' But the cafes publifiied fucce

by De Haen tended more to raife the medical character of Uva Urfi

over Europe than all the other books profefledly written on the

virtues of th

tioners in th

a.nt : and ei

untry have

ged by his fuccefs, many pradi

duced to y Its ffed and

though the ufe of this plant has been frequently obferved to mitigate

the pains in calculous cafes, yet in no inftances do we find that it has

produced that effential or permanent reli

been experienced by the German phyficia

From the experiments of Dr. Alexande

f, which is faid to h

- k
th of Uva Urfi

feem to poffefs very little diuretic power, and thofe made by Murra)
ihow that they have no material effed
efficacy they may therefore have in r

1

up th

g
difpofed to afcribe to their aftringency

th

ary the

calculous difeafes

d m onfi

of this opinion we. may cite the obfervation of Dr. Cullen, who, in

D ^ Mu
Quer. See the French verfion of his book, viz. Difertation fur la maladle nephr'itlque,

rjon veritable fpecifique k Raifm d'ours, p. 84. ^ Vide Barbelrac/?r?//. Med, p. 163.

" The trials of the Uva Urfi made in this countrv. havp hv no means anfwered

benefit

fic

Lewis
M. M.p 683. And in a cafe of Incontinence of urine, Dr. Fotherffill obferves, « The
Uva Urfi. fo much Pvfnll.^ .f 1... :„

..^^.^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^.j^^^^^ ^^{^^1^,, feemed but to

Inqu'ir, vol. lii, p. 144. But in the preface to

Urfi had been frequently prefcribed fuccefsfuHy

aggravate the fymptoms." Med. Obf. ^
by many of the Members of the Society of Phyficlam In L

1

See his Exp. EJays., p 54
The calculi were macerated in a Urong decoaion of the Uva Urfi Fide I

his
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his chapter on Aftrlngents,'" notices the diflertation of De Heucher,

under the title of Calculus per adftringentia pellendus : and though he

does not think with this author that aftringents are hthontriptics, yet

from his own experience, and that of others, he beheves they often

have a pov/erful efFedl in reheving calculous fymptoms; and in proof

of this he refers to the exhibition of the Uva Urfi. The leaves

may be employed either in powder or decoction ; the former

commonly preferred, and

two or three times a day.

is

given

mofl
in dofes from a fcruple to a dram

Mat. Med. vol /V. p. 12. & feq w
this plant, fays, " Perhaps,' upon the whole, we fhall find it no better than other vege-
table aftringents ; foaie of which have long been ufed by the country people in gravelly

complaints, and v/ith very great advantage ^ though hitherto unnoticed by the regular

pradlitioners." he.

STYRAX OFFICINALE. OFFICINAL STORAXO

Styrax, Pharm. JLond, ^ Edinb, ab hac arbore effluit.

f

t

STNO NTMA, Styrax folio mali cotonei. Baub, Pin, p, /\.^

Styrax arbor. Baiih, Hijl, vol. /. 341 Gerard. Emac. p.

IS26.

^53^

Rail Hiji. p. 1680. Styrax arbor vulgaris. Park. TbeaL

IJ72. Spec. Plant, p. (i2)S' Miller s Figures^ p. 260.
/ /

Cdafs Decandria. Ord. Monogynia. Lin. Gen. Plant. 595

Eff. Gen. Ch. Cal. inferus. Cor. infundibuliformis. Drupa 2-fperma

/ ^

Sp. ^Ch 8. fol ovatis fubtus lloflis, racemis fimplicibus fol

brevioribus. Ait. Hort, Keu

THE Storax ufually rifes above twenty feet In height it

fends off many ftrong branches, v^hich are covered v/ith a roughifli

bark of a grey the leaves are broad
wh

ptical, entire, fome
pointed, on the upper furface fmooth, and of a light

colour, on the under furface covered with a whitiih down ^ they
y

\ placed

/
'
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areplaced alternately, and ftand upon fhort footflalks
: tlie flowers

large, white, and difpofed in clufters upon iliort peduncles, which
terminate the branches :

the corolla is monopetalous, funnel-fhaped '

and divided at the limb into five lance-lliaped fegments : the filaments

are ten, placed in a regular circle, and feem to adhere toward

bafse

:

the antheras are ered and oblong : the
s the

germen is oval, and
fruit is a pulpyfijpports a flender fi:yle, with a fimple fi:igma : the

pcricarpium, v/hich contains one or two nuts of an oval compreifed

It is a native of Italy and the Levant, and flowers in July.igure.

Gerard appears to be the firfl: who cultivated the Storax-tre

-England ; and although it is indigenous to many of the fouth

m
ern

parts of Europe, yet the refinous drug which it produces is only to

be obtained in perfedion from thefe trees growing in Afiatic Turkey."

The Storax ifliies in a fluid fiate from incifions made in the bark of

the trunk, or branches, of the tree ; and as it was formerly the cuftom
to colled and export this gum-refin in reeds, it obtained the name of

Styrax calamita. But the only two kinds of Storax '' now to be met
with in the fhops may be divided into the pure and the common

\.

Storax the firft is- ufually in irregular compact mafl^es, free from
impurities, of a yellowifli or reddifh brown appearance, and inter-

fperfed with whitilli tears, fomewhat like Gum ammoniac or Benzoin

;

it is extremely fragrant, and, upon the application of heat, readily

melts. . This has been called Storax in the lump, red Storax, and the

feparate tears, Storax in the tear. The common Storax is in large

mafl^es, very light, and bears no external refemblance whatever to the

former Storax, as it feems almoft wholly compofed of dirty faw-duft
merely caked together by the refinous matter ; and though much lefs

efteemed than the purer kinds of Storax, yet when freed from the

C
r

procerioribus in'Gallo-Pro
Du Hamel Traite des arbres torn. ii. *. 28

fylvis (de la

v^naroeuie de Montrieu, Du Hamel Traite des arbres torn. ii. p. 288), item incifions

promanat in planitie quadam agri Tiburtini montium catena feptentrionem verfus cinaa.
(idazeas, Journal des S^avans, 1769./). 105. Ed, in a}°). Sed qus in officinis fervatur,

onentahs onginis eil, transferturque ad nos ex Turcia per Alaffiliam." Murray Jpp-

p. 8

" It is necelTary to obferve, that no reference is here made to the%m
Mon ";"

^ /
'.'^'7 ^'^^'""'^^ ^^^^' ^^^- the Liqiiidamherftyracifim\ ai

%uate d T
'" ^ ^'''^^"" '^' branches in water, which occafi

,
which

to

to

off for ufc

f

/
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/

woody part, we are told that it pofTeffes more fragrance, and Is fup

to the other kind. Rediiied fpirit, the common menflruum of n
readily diffblves the Storax, which may be infpiflated to a folid

fiftence, as

without fuft

fms

(C Common S
i

i

4

(

c

i

i

i

i

i

4

gold yell

dired;ed for the Styracis purificatio in the London Pharm.
any confiderable lofs of, its fenfible qualities.

nfufed in water, imparts to the menilruum a
fmelL and a jQieht balfamic

"\

fome fhare of

It gives a confiderable impregnation to water by diftilltafte.

and ftrongly diffufes its fragrance when heated, though it fcarcely

yields any effential oil. The fp

off from the filtered reddifh liqiK

folut
w

bring

gently dift ed
th very

of the fragrance of the Storax ; and the remaining refin is more
fragrant than the fined Storax in the tear, which I have met with.

pure refin diftilled without addThe
r

empyreumatic oil, a p
flowers of Ben

of fal

yields

mat fimil

g with an
a to the

I have fometimes alfo extracted from it a
fubftance of the fame nature by codion a

with fome of theStoi

refolv

afthmas, menllrual obflrudio
balfams it was alfo prefcribed in

,was a

ter.

famil

5>C

d particularly ufed in catarrhal compl
&c

remedy as a

ghs
and from its afiinity to the

of
ftates of pulmonary confump

g and

direded p'lluli^ e Jiy
in any of the ofl

which might feem to promife fome efficacy in nervou? deb
by modern praditioners it is almofl totally difregarded.

3n. And our pharmacopoeias formerly
but this odoriferous drug has now no
compounds ; and though a medicine

iities, yet

« Lewis Mat. Med. p. 621.

•

y
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STYRAX BENZOIN. BENJAMIN TREE.

Benzoe, Pharm, Lond, ^ Edinb, ex hac arbore exfudat

moi

STNONTMA Benj G ah He

SS Arb B Grimm, in Eph

D ylnn. I. p. 370. f. Syh

Chifii

Acad, Nc

Valentim

i/\ )ticis^ p,

Ciiriof,

Billoria

SimpHcium^.p. 487

B Radermacher in AEl. Societ, Batavi^ /. 44
L

Beujamin or B Marfdens Iliji, of Sunialr^y p 3
J.

Laurus Benzoin. Hotittuyn in AB. Harlem, vol, xxi. p. 265. tab, 7.

See Dr)^ander's Botanical Defcription of the Benjamin 'Tree of

Sumatra. Phil. Trajtf. vol. Ixxvii. _^. 307.

Clafs Decandria. Ord. Monogynia. ' JJn. Gen. Plant. 595.

^ff. Gen. Ch. Cal. inferus. Cor. infundibullformis. Drupa 2-fperma

Ch S. foliis oblongis acuminatis fubtus tomentofi racemis

compofi dine foliorum. Dryander. I. c.

/

THIS tree is
r' _

fends off many ftrong round branches, which are

of quick growth, and rifes to a confiderable heig

d with

tomentofe or whitiili downy b ISk the leaves are oblon"-

d
b'

entire,

J

under downy
tapering to a long point, on the upper furface fm

th

round, fcored

ey ftand ely upon fliort footftalk which

d downy : the flowers are produced in bunches >

and ufually hang all on the fame fide upon fliort llender pedici

common peduncles, are nearly of the length of theracemi
J

compound or branched, d TWliy, and rife from the axillas of the

at theleaves: the calyx is fliort, bell-fhaped, downy, and 'divided at

extremity into five obfcure imperfed' teeth : the corolla is monopeta
ious ternally of a itious colour, downy, and cut into five

obtiife
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obtufe parallel fegmeiits growing clofe together : the filaments

of the length of the calyx, adh fe, bearded towards the

top, formhig a circle upon the receptacle in which they are inferted

re6t antherae : the germen is oval, downyd with
J

d placed above- the infertion of the corolla : the ftyle is filiform

ger th the ftam d terminated with a fimpl fttip-ma the

fruit is fimilar to that of the Styrax officinale.*

The botanical character of this tree was entirely miftaken by mod
botanifts, even till the V 787, when that excellent naturalift, Mr
Diyander, fully afcertaii

requeft of Sir Jofeph B
the purpofe from Mr. Marfd

d it to be a fty This was d

ho obtained a proper f^cimen fo

Sumatra ; and as we have copied

the figure given by Mr. Dryander, we ftiall alfo tranfcribe the foil

g obfervations with which it is introduced (C Thou
H G

3
and S b

hG
were a quainted with th 1

from which Benjamin, or Benzoin, is collected, their defcrip /

of it are fo imperfed: and infufficient for its b

fucceeding botanifts have fallen into many
determination,

"

g it;

and it is remarkable, that although this drug was always imported
from the Eaft-Indies, moft of the later writers on the Materia Medica
have conceived it to be colled:ed from a fpecies of L of

\

Rami teretes, tomentofi.

* Defcriptio botanica a cl. Dryander.

Folia alterna, petiolata, obloiiga, integerrima, acuminata, venofaj fupra glabra, fubtus
tomentofa, palmarla. Petioli teretes, ftriati^ canaliculati, tomentofi, breviilimL

r- ^

Racemt axilJares, compofiti, longitudine fere foliorum. PeduncuVi communes tomentofi;
partiales 'At^xva^ patentes, tomentofi. PeclkeUi breviilimL Flares i^ZMw^i.

Calyx campanulatus, obfoletiffime quinc[uedentatus, extus tomentofus, linea longior.

Petala quinque, (bafi forte connata) linearia, obtufa, extus tomento tenuiilimo cinerea,
1 J 1 1

• " ^

calyce quadrupio longiora.

Fllamenta decem, receptaculo inferta, petalis pauIo breviora, inferne connata in tylin-
drum longitudine calycis, fuperne infra -^ antheras ciliata. . Anthercc lineares,

filamentis longitudinaliter adnata^, iiique dimidio breviores.

Germen fuperum, ovatum, tomentofum, Stylus filiformis, ftaminibus longior. Stigma.
fimplex,

^ L. c. Before this time however Sir Jofeph Banks feemed to have no doubt that the
Benjamin-tree was a llyrax. Vide Loder in Balding. Med. Jqutiu P. 5. p. 50.

b Vide lib. in Synon. at.

Virginia>



^

202

Virginia, to wh'icli, from this erroneous fuppofition, they have rr[ r

the trivial name of Benzoin, lliis miftake feems to have originaM
with Mr. Ray, who in his Hiftoria Plantarum, vol ii. p. ig. -

the end of his account of the Arbor Benivifera of Garcia
Ad nos fcripfit D. T^ancredus Robin/on Arborem refiniferani

" tarn foUis citrinis prxdidse haud abfimilem tranfmiflum fuiff

Virginia a D. Banifter, ad . ilhiflrillimuin Pra^fulem D. Pie

u

((
e e

nr.
Compton, in cujus inftrudiflimo horto cuka eft. Arbor ift*

Virginiana Citrii, vel Limonii foHis Benzoinum fundcns, In horto
reverendiffimi Epifcopi cuka." This error was deteded by Lin-

naeus, but another was fubftituted by him in its place;' for in his

((

iC

Mantilla Plantarum Altera he tells us, that Benjamin is furnifhed by
a fhrub defcribed there under the name of Croton Benzoe and
afterwards, in the Supplementum Plantarum, defcribes again the fame

der the name of Terminalia Benzoin. M. Jacquin, who
had been informed that this fhrub was called by the French Bienjoint,
flippofes, with reafon, that the fimilar found of that word with
Benjoin, the French name for Benjamin, may have occafioned this
miftake.' Since that period. Dr. Flouttuyn has defcribed the Ben-
jamin tree of Sumatra ; but for want of good fpecimens has been fo
unfortunate as to miftake the genus to which it belongs.
THs tree, which is a native of Sumatra, is deemed, in fix years,

ot lulhcient age for affording the Benzoine, or when ks trunk acquires
about feyen or eight inches in diameter; the bark is then cut through
ongitudinally, or fomewhat obliquely, at the origin of the principal
lower branches, from which the drug exudes in a liquid ftate, and by
--poiure to the fun and air foon concretes, when it is fcraped o

>5 e

from the bark with a knife, or chiflel. The quantity of B........

7 a ""r T^ ^^°''^'' ''^^^'" ^-^'^e«ds three pounds/ nor are the trees
tound to fuftam the efFeds of thefe annual incifions lonp-er than ten
or twelve years." The Benzoine which iffues firft from the wounded

i

i?/! llnnl'r^
^^' """^ "^'^^ ^^" "^^^^ t^^ publication of his Spec. Pl.nt.'v^h^rc it

N

ftand
E

^ort. Vindob. vol iir_ p, ^

\^

f^nT."l"
^'^ ^^' Specimens from Rademacher

'

from which he determined the
Vide Grimm ^ Marfdm, I. c. p. 124

^'''^'''' ^'''
- "^ Marfdm, I.e.

bark
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bark is the purefl:, being foft, extremely fragrant^ and very white
;

that, which is lefs eileemed, is of a brownifh colour, very hard, and
mixed with various impurities, v/hich it acquires durinp its lonp- con

upon the trees.' Efchelfkron ^ diilinguiihes Beazoine into

three kinds, viz. Cainayan poeti^ or v/hite Benjamin, which, upon
being meked in a bladder l3y the heat of the fun, appears marked
with red ftreaks, or veins. Camayan hamatta is lefs white than the
former, and often fpotted with white circles, called eyes, from the
number of which its goodneis is eftimated : it likewiie melts by the
heat of the fun. Camayan itam^ or black Benjamin, wdiich req
to be melted in hot water for its prefervation in bladders. In Arabia,
Perfia, and other parts of the Eail the coarfer kinds of Benjamin are

confumed for fumigating and perfuming the temples, and for

deftroying infed:s.

The Benzoine which we find here in the fhops *'
is in lar^e brittle

ffes, compofed partly of white, partly of yellowiili or light 1

1 often alfo of darker coloured pieces : that which is cleareft, and'

itains the moil v/hite matter, called by authors ben%oe ainygdaloides,
iccounted the bell.^' " This refm has very little tafte, impreffing
the palate only a flight fweetnefs : its fmell, efpecially when rubbed
heated, is extremely fragrant and agreeable. It totally diffolves

redified fpirit, the impurities excepted, which are generally in a very
fmall quantity, into a deep yellowiih red liquor, and in this ftate
difcovers a degree of warmth and pungency, as well as fweetnefs.
It imparts, by digeftion, to water alfo a confiderable fliare of _.

fragrance, and a flight pungency : the filtered liquor, gently exhaled
leaves, not a refinous or mucilaginous extrad, but a cryflalline

feemingly of a faline nature, amounting to one-tenth
eighth, of the weight of the Benzoine."' Expofed to the fire in
proper veilels, it yields a quantity of a white faline concrete, called
fiores benzoes, of an acidulous tafle, and grateful odour, foluble in
redified fpirit, and in water by the affiflance of heat.

As the trees,which afford the drugs behzoine and flyrax,are congeners,
and as their refinous produds are very fimilar in their external appear-

i Gr'imnu I, c, ^ Cfr. Efchelfkron Befchrelh. von Sumatra, p. 0_2.

No. 15

* Lewis M. M. p. 142

ances,
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d not widely difFerent in their fenfible qu

able to fuppofe them analogous in then* medicinal effects. Berizo

however, though

quently prefcribed

ely employed in a fnnpl ft has b
ped and we find it

fre

p!

hs. aflhmas. obftrudio of th

ofm d

ended with much fever

the w^ay of fumigation

e lungs,

ecommended for

d phthifical

has alfo been ufed
for the refol of indo

fays

tumours. Dr. Cullen, who claffes Benzoine with the ftimulant
cc The flowers, which is the preparation employed

acid kind, of confiderable

are
manifeftly a faline fubftance of

ony and ftimulant power, as I have found in every trial of them I

h mad If has been recommended as a peroral, and I have
ployed it in fome afthmatic cafes v/ithout finding it of ufe j and in

In
a dofe of half a dram it appeared to be heating and hurtful
the pharmacopoeias the flowers are direded in the tinclura
camphor
compofit

» •

opu
and it is ordered in fubftance in the tindura benzoe3

m Mat. Med. vol il. p

\

may alfo notice, that Dr. Cullen think
benzoine Is a fmgular compofition of an acid fait with an oily and refnious fubftance;
but as a faline matter of the fame kind is found in moft of the turpentines and balfams
It apnears to me. that- thf^ h^nr.^:,-, ^(f^.^A^ o„ 1 r„_ i-.-.-- _.. .1.: r.- ^

all thefe."
affords

^to

\

r

/

/

*^
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APIUM PETROSELINUM. COMMON PARSLEY

STNO NTMA, Petrofelinum. Pharm. Lond, l^ Ed'inh. Apiuin

hortenfe vulgo Petrofelinum. Baiih, Fin. p, 153. Petrofelinum
-J

vulgare. Park.Theat,p,Q)22» Apium hortenfe. Gerard. Emac,

1 01 3. Rail Hi/I. p. i/^^S.
/

« Apium fativum. Riv. pent. %^. Common Parlley*

^ Apium crifpum. Riv. pent. 90. Curled Parlley.
* '

. . .

y Apium radice efculenta. Hort. Upf. Gj, Large rooted Parfley.

. .
, . Alton s Hort.^ Kew\,

L

Clafs Pentandria. Ord. Digynia. Lin. Gen, Plant. 367.
r

Ejf. Gen. Ch. Frn&ns ovatus, llriatus. Involucrum i-phyllum*

\
Pefala xquaiia

Sp, Ch. A. foliolis caulinis liiiearibus, involucellis minutis.

THE root is biennial, long, white, and befet with fibres : the
item is upright, round, feored, branched, jointed, and ufually rifes

two feet in height: the radical leaves are with footftalks, com-
pound, pinnated in ternaries : the leaiits are fmooth, veined, divided-

into three lobes, and notched at the mars:in : the leaves of the
ftalk proceed from the vaginal flieaths at the joints, and have the
leafits cut into narrow linear entire ferments : the flowers are fmalL
of a yellow colour, and terminate the ftem and branches in umbels
compofed of general and partial radii; the form.er are about ten in

number, and the latter twenty in each umbel; it feldom has a general

involucrum, but the partial involucrum conhfts of lix or eight leafits,

unequal, pointed, fpreading, and fliorter than the umbel : the corolla

confifls of five oval petals, which have their points infledied: the
filaments are five, fpreading, flender, twice the length of the corolla

and crowned with roundifh anthers: the germen is oval, ftriated

and fupports two fhort reHefted ftyles, terminated with obtufe flig-

mata : the feeds are of a dark green colour, oblong, angular, flriated

flat on one fide, and convex on the other. It is a native of Sardinia
and flowers in June and July* .

\

X

-A-li

/
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All the varieties of Parlley have been long very generally cultlvat 1

ill England/ and its frequent ufe for culinary purpofes renders 't

more familiar than moft of the plants w^hich our kitchen "-arden
produce. Both the roots and feeds of Pariley are direded
London College for medicinal ufe ; the former have a fweetifh tafte'

accompanied with a flight v^armth or flavour, fomewhat refemblirifr
that of a carrot

:
the latter are in tafle w^armer, and more aromatic

than any other part of the plant, and alfo manifefl confid
bitternefs.^ In diftillation, three pounds yielded above an ounce of
ITentlal oil, a great part of wrhich funk in the fluid. Th 7 g
out little of their qualities by infufion in watery menllrua, but
readily impart all their virtue to "

"
'redified fpirit. The roots, by dif-

tillation in water, were found to yield a very confiderable portion of
elTential oil, not above two or three drams from as many hundred
pounds of the root.' Thefe roots are faid to be aperient and diuretic,
'and have been employed in apozems, to relieve nephritic pains, afid

_/

obflrudions of In this way they have been prefcribed
Dr. Cullen without producing any diuretic efPed, and this he thinks
may m fome meafure be attributed to the lofs of their adive matter,
which they fuflain in boiling.'^ The feeds, like thofe of many other
mbelliferous plants, poffels a fhare of aromatic and carminative

power; but as this is inconfiderable they are now feldom employed.^
1 he bmifed leaves have been fuccefsfully ufed as a decutient poultice
to various kinds of tumours.'^ Although Parlley is fo commonly
ufed at table, it is remarkable that fads have been adduced to prove
Jhat in lonie conflitutions it occafions epilepfy, or at leafl aggravates
the epileptic fits in thofe who are fubjed to this difeafe.^ It has been
luppoled alfo to produce inflammation in the eyes ^ •

^LITmI^'mVI'' ^--: f^-M-^- i.A- Diiii. vide Jkon^s Hort. K
l.ewis, Mat. Med. p. 499. c See Hoffman and others. ^ A^at. M.J ^^ rcn.

chldref'' VidVr ^ ^
M- ^''^.i^^^^^Z^ondy ufed for deflroying c........Children. Vide Con. Mich. Valentin! J,l. Nat. Cur. vol. i. p. 285. and Rofenfte

Med. p. 159

3•^533

fucceeded

de MTt'lTr^T. ^''\ f'- S":-
^'^- 3- ^. 3- A 78. And Marriotte in J««-

f ^AnH il..^ Jl'Jl'f' ^^<"*> < ' / 503- Anion's Led. on M. U

RIBES RUBRUM^

vol. L p. ^2 1. And cited by Murray,
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^ ^ r

Th^/yA^aC ij J)rWBo^^r/U Jf^rcU /, 77^7,
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RIBES RUBRUM. ^ RED CURRANT.
^

STNONTMJ.- Ribes vuhmm,- Pharm, Lond. '

frudu rubro. . Gerard. Emacp, 1 593. Raii Hift, p

Ribes

14S5

ulgari!

Synop

/. 456.

garis acidus ruber

Ribes fru6tu rub Fark, Theat, p
J.Bailh. Hift II. 97

1561.

GrofTul

Ribes

multi

plici

Ribe

Helv

live non fpinofa hortenfis rubra. ^Bauh. Fin. p. 455
s me jR oribus planiufcu flip

818

minimis. Hal, Stirp

Hud/on Flor. Aug. p. 99. Withering. Bot, Arrange

243
OC Rib m

-4

Red Currant,

13 Ribes 'alburn. / y White Currant,

Clafs Pentandria. Ord. Monogynia.. Lin. Gen. Flant. 281.

EJf. Gen. Ch.
^

Fetala 5 et §tamina calyci inferta.. Stylus 2-j[idus»

Bacca polyfperma, infera.

Sp. Ch.
nj

1'

R.'inerme, racemis glabris pendulis, floribus planiufculis
>

TI41 S fhrub grows _iive or fix feet in height, is divided into many
branches, and covered with a dark brown'bark, except that of the young

/

branches which is whitifh

veined, divided into five. ,

afli-coloured th leaves are ferrated

colour, and ftand

fni

gth of

up
reennd fometimes feven lobes, of a pale ^

apering footftalks, which are about the
leaves, and hairy towards the bafe : the br na

Oval, pointed, and placed at th bafe c01 th l6af ftalks

are

md
fterspeduncles

: the flowers grow in lateral pendulous racemi^
and appear in April : the calyx is divided into five fpreading, refiexed,
pointed, oblong, concave, permanent fegments,which are of a yellowifii
green colour

:
the corolla is compofed of five fmall obtufe upright

petals, of a yellowifh colour, and ihferted in the calyx : the filaments
are five, tapering, ered, and inferted in the calyx : the anthers are
comprefTed; gaping at the. edges d attached at their fides to th

No 5 3 G fil
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anitnts the germen is roimdiili, placed below the corolla, and
the fruit is a roundwith obtufe ftigmata

:

fupports a cloven flyle,

fliining red berry, of one cell, feparated into two receptacles, and

containing many roundifli feeds. It is a native of Britain, and

ufually grows in dry woodlands. ,

As the white Currant-tree is merely a variety of the red, the fruit

of both, whether confidered in a botanical or medical fenfe, is per-

fediy analogous ; therefore what is obferved here of the latter will

apply equally to the former.

It is well known that the red Currant is abundantly cultivated in

our gardens, whence we are plentifully fupplied with the fruit, which,

rateful acidity, becomes univerfally acceptable, either asItsfrom
nature prefents it, or variouHy prepared by art' with the addition of

fugar. By Dr. Cullen, this fruit is claiTed with the alimentary plants,

and from being generally and exclufively confidered as fuch, it v/as

of the Materia Medica till that

publifhed in the laft edition of the London Pharmacopoeia.

The medicinal qualities of red Currants appear to be fimilar to

thofe of the other fubacid fruits, which are . efteemed to be mode-

not received in the Britifli catalogues

~i

rately refrigerant, antifeptic, attcnuant,* and aperient. They may be

ufed with confiderable advantage to allay thirft in moft febrile com-
plaints; to leffen an increafed fecretion of bile j'' and to corred a putrid

and fcorbutic ftate of the fluids, efpecially in fanguine temperaments

:

but in conftitutions of a contrary kind, they are apt to occafion flatu-

lency and indigeftion.
^

« " The juice is a moft agreeable acid in punch. If equal weights of picked curr;

o
be

jelly ng
fire, t

Th
oft

J

Hoffman and Boerhaave had great confidence
obftlnate vifceral obftruaions

rgeat, or lemonade.

in the efEcacy of thefe

Jb See Madurg on the Bile, where the eifeas of the vegetable acid are confidered

*-...

RIBES NIGRUM.
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RIBES NIGRUM BLACK CURRANT

SYNONYMJ, Ribes nigrum. Pharm. Lofid, RIbes nigrum

vulgo dldtum folio olente. y. Baiih. HiJJ. ii. p. 98. Rait HiJI,

p, i486. Synop. p. 456. GroiTularia non fpinofa fructu^ nigro.

Batih. Pin. p. 455. Ribes \x€vd nigro. Park. Jeat, p. 1562

Gerard. Emac. p. 1593. Ribes inerme, olidiim, calyce oblongo,

petalis

99

ovatls. I'lall. Stirp. Helv

Withering. Bof, Arrang. p. 243

n. 819. ' HudJonFlor. Ang. p.

^ ^^ __ f

Clafs Pentandria. Ora. Monogynia. Lin. Gen. Plant. 281.
^

EJf. Gen. Ch. ' Petala ^ ct Jlarnina calyci inferta. 2--fidus.
L

Bacca polyfperma, infera. X

Sp. Ch R

K r

.\

^KA ^ *

r

acemis pilofis, florlbus oblong

h T

t

r

THE Black Currant-tree ufually rifes fix or feven feet in height

:

the old wood is covered with a dark brown or blackifh bark, but that

of the younger fhoots is of a whitifh colour: the leaves are com

'-^

monly divided into three lobes, much veined, irregularly ferrated, of
deep green colour, and on the under fide befet with many yellowifh.

the whole

/

glands, which fecrete an odoriferous fluid, impreg
leaf; the leaf-ftalks are fnnilarly fhaped to thofe of the red

the bradese, or floral leaves, are oval, fliort, and woolly : the flowers

produced in pendent bunches, upon flender pedicles, placed alter-

ely upon the common racemus, or pedu
five oval fpreadingfe

the calyx is divided

of a pale green or yellowifh

the corolla is compofed of five roundifli petals : the nedarium is larger

than that in the red currant, and the fruit or berries are black. In other
refpeds

u

parts of frudifi

already given of the red currant.

a fwampy ground, atid flowers in May

1 correfpond with the defcription

It is a native of Britain, preferring

The
^
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The berries of the black Currant are larger than tliofe of the

and we are told that in fome parts of Siberia they grow to the fiz

red
>

an hazel nut. Befides having the prope

frtiBus ac'ido-dulces thefe b faid

ofm common with the
be peculiarly ufeful

fore throats, and to poffefs a diuretic power m a very confiderable

degree From thofe qualities which they ma fell

taft th can be little doubt but that in cafes of
gans of

rnmatory

gina, they may be advantageoufly employed to anfw^er the fame

gargle the proofs however of their d powers
feem to v/ant confirmation, as Foreftus, on whofe authority they reft

wh firil ed this property of con
prefcribed it in combination v/ith the feeds of wild

ftantly

1

The leaves of the black Currant are extremely fragrant, and
been likewife recommended for their med
ftates to be mundifi

3 B
pe ens, d

lUS

The officinal preparations of the black currant b ni the

London Pharmacopoeia, are \h.t fyriipiis r'lbis n'lgrl^ and l\i^fucciis r'lhis

nigri infpiJTatus,

pu

efficacy in this way they acquired the name of Squinancy b

rve here, that the black currant jelly in common domeftic
sred lefs efficacious by having too much fugar in its preparal

Both the fruit of this, and of the red currant, afford

fi

b

Mat
Lib

1
P

. Smith Nat. Hijl, of Cork^ p* 359
5. Ohf. 10,

55
green tea

i and when prepared from the youn*
fte of

agreeable. t>
leaves, is to fome people pecuHarly

»
A

QUASSIMA SIMARUBA.

/

> '
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QUASSIA SIMARUBA. SIMARUBA QUASSIA.*

mmMg aAi^iJicvuffMMtMM CLksaUi&ihM^so-^icai4M|P0*mMnhb' fatii^TffAtKt^iBnt^rpici)*^ tr.>^rwDiwj

tk

STNO NTMA. Simrouba. Fharm. Lond, b' ^^Z;?^. Simaruba
r

amara. Aublet Hiji, des Plantes de la Guiane Fran^oife. torn, u.

p. 859. /<?^. 331, 332. Euonymus friidu nigro tetragono, -vulgo

Simarouba. Barrere France eqtdnoxiale. p. 50. . Le Simarouba

vel Bois amer. Des Marcha is. Voyages en Guinee et a Cayenne^

vol, a. p. 124. Bancroft's Nat, Hijl. of Guiana^ p. "84. A
Botanical and Medical account of the Quaffi a Simaruba. V/right

in the Tranfa£lions of the Royal Society of Fd'inb, vol, ii.p. 73. '&feq.

— L

Clafs Decandria. Ord, Monogynia. Lin, Gen, Plant, 529.
*^

-Ej^. G^;^. CZ'. C^/. 5-phyIlus. Pctala 5. NeBarium 5-phylluni.
J

• Perlcarpla 5, diftantia, i-fperma. -

^ >^

Bp, Ch, Q^florlbus monoids, foliis abrupte pinnatis : foliolis alternis

fubpetiolatis, petiolo nudo, fioribus paniculatis. Snpp, Plant,
^

THIS tree grows to a confiderable height and tiiicknefs, and fends
ofF alternate fpreadlng branches : the bark, which covers the trunks
of the old trees, is black, and a little furrowed, but that of the younger
trees is fmooth, grey, and here and there marked with broad fpots of
a yellow colour : the wood is hard, white, and without any remarl

tafte: the leaves are numerous, and ftand alternately upon the
branches ; each leaf is compofed of feveral pinnss, nearly of an ellip-

tical fhape, on the upper fide fmooth, and of a deep green colour,
on the under fide whitifh, and ftand alternately upon fliort footftalks:

the flowers are of a yellow colour, and placed on branched fpikes,
or long panicles : the calyx is fmall, and cut into five obtufe ered:
fegments: the corolla is divided into five petals, which are fefiile,

„ * " This tree is known in Jamaica by the names of ¥Iountain Damfon Bitter
Lamfon, and Stave-wood. The fhops are fupplied with this bark from Guiaiu; but

- /

from our own iflands at a moderate expenfe," W..^
No, i6« ^ 3 H eq
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T

qual, lance-fliap b outwards, and triple the len

they are inferted
g of th

c nedarmm is compofed of
e

airy fcales, inferted at the bafe of the filaments theftamina
are ten, Fi eqii ;i1 about the length of the corolla, and fur

niihed with long anthers : the I

an orbicular ihap aîid mar d

pt IS a

w ith ten furrows.

flefliy fubft

V

fl (accord to Dr. Wright w ofe figure

we have given

which pro the

s

1

found at J
male flower : it is farnifhed

mce, of
The

of the male
on the fame tree

fl

eermina adherinir to
lennth of tb'"

fc>
3g

corolla,

the ftyle is c

difn

and divided

ylindrical, ered, abo
top into five recurved per

the fruit is an oval, black, fmooth, fiefhy, foft pulpfiftent ftigmata

:

or drupa ; the number of thefe drupse is five on each common recep

tacle, but fe than two or three arrive at perfed maturity
hen each contains an oblong pointed nut with a flattilh kernel

It* 1 o o r-i o
t IS a i.lU America and the Weft Indies, and flowers in April.

Although the medicinal bark, which the roots of this tree are known
fiift imported into Europe in the year 171 3, it is but
the Simaruba was botanically afcertained

fUi

ye nin

cid
Linnsus at firft fiippofed it to be the Piftacia foliis pinnatis dt„„„..,

foliolis ovatis
; but in, the fecond edition of his Species plantarum and

Mat. Med ded as t Burfera eummifi d both thefe
:enera are referred to the Terebinthus major. of Sioane or the B

of Brown However Jacquin, who examined the
d compared its bark with that of Simaruba,

turpentme-tree

root of the Burfu

found it to be very different. ^Linnseus therefor
on the Mat. Med. publiflied in

his obferv

772
3 very properly mentions it

among thofe plants which are not fuftkiently" determined
this time the Sim.aruba tree was difcoverpd and inveftio-ated at G

About

by Aublet, and at Jamaica by Dr. Wr
de

b

tly appears to be
defcribed by the

Quafli d
iD from whofe fp

name it has fine

-^ ,,, . , - ,
younger Linnxus in the Supp. ^Plantarum

Dr. Wright, to -"^--'^
1
....

.
rr

favs. "in 1773, fpecimens of the frud

whofe bot f
ays,

maica)

to my, late

Univerfity

we are much indebted

s accompanied
fi (from J

y friend Dr.

of Edinbul-gh alfo

Hop Profeflb

account of

r

me dried- bark

of Botany th

the roots.

The



^

( ^15 /

%."

\,

Th following year fpecimens with fi

+

defcript were tranf-

mitted to my la^e learned friend Dr. John Fothergill of London, who
T

fent them to

Murray's App
drawings to b

elebrated Linnseus at Upfal, as appears by Profeflbr

us Medicaminum/
de of this plant, a

Dr. Fothergill caufed elegant

ma drawings 1 now h
honour of prefenting to the Royal Society of Edinburgh ?'b

b

s

affiflance of Mr. Alexander Anderfon a p
lat e.

ant of

ly introduced into the Pwcyal garden at Kew
11iS fp,

Th

y
X

^4-
ex.

1^ of the fliops is the bark of th

wh
fm

ding to Dr. Wright, " is rough

frelh: IS a full yellow, b

roots of this tree hich )

d warted

paler

Th
has but

e infide

tafte is bitter, but not diiliereeabl Macerated

or in redified fpirit, it quickly impregnates both menilrua with it

bitternefs, and with a yellow tindui
s

A

more perfectly to cold

It feems to s; K

fufion being
ather ftronger in tafte than the decoi3:ion ; which laft, of a tranfpa

}
whilft hot, grows turbid and of a reddiili brow-

as it cools. The milky app which
c tes to b

of th

Tl;

Cour

water, I have not obferved

Juffieu fay
^

communi
decod of

e ecimens which I h

bark was firft fent fro S'n
:amined

G uiana

" d

any

V

de Porch

;reat efficacy in dyfentery

epidemic flux prevailed very

then Secretary of

France

State,

m

I thC ye 718

1713 to the

as a remedy of
and

ally in Fi which refifted

ail

the ip.edicines ufually employed in fuch cafes; fmall dofes of ip

anha
}
mild P atives

rather than to relieve, the difeafe

d all aftringents were found to aggravate,,

der thefe circumftances.recourf

ad 'X
"^

Simamba^, which proved remarkably faccefj
y^

Qi ]3.mJ3.m Jubletii indagtne cognofclmus; ut tamen eC
miai monere incumbat, b. Linneum^ Equitem, litteris jam a. 1776. ineunte mihi datis,

2iX\\.^(\\x?,v£). Aubletit eleganf*'*^
'"' ' " - •- — -• ^ -

fpeclem a fe haberi, Ille

V.
* « 4

^^483 ^
I J

Wright
Qi'

efficaci, difcrepat a vulgo ujitato cortice^ titfiedmine mihi mijjo reperio^ quod fctUcet tenue ejf.

te^iacitis^ longe pallidius^ obteEhim extrinfecus verrucis exiguisfereJiipitatis. valde amarumJ.
Vol, ill. p. 458.

See Alton's Hort. Kezu,-

^ L. c. p. 74
Lewis Mat. Med* />• 606 SeeWr

' b

d
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and
fa)

firll eflabllfned its medical cliarader 111 Europe.:]: Dr. Wright
moil have written on the Simaruba, agree, th

((

(C

^

/

€i

\

U

€C

CC

a,

u

ii

fluxes it reftores the loft ton^ of the inteftines, allays their ipafmodic

motions, promotes the fecretions by urine and perfpiration, removes

that lownefs of fpirits attending dyfenteries, and difpofes the patient

ch

fleep ; the grip tenefmus are taken off, and the ftools

ed to their natural colour and confift

it occafions no difturbance or uneafi

duces ficknels at the ftomach and vc

bu m
In a moderate dofe

large dofes it pro-

Mod found from experience, that this me
nly iuccefsful in the third flage of dyfentery, where there

fever, where too the ftomach ivS no way hurt, and w^here the o-ripes

d tenef

fuch cafes»Dr.Mo
;7- ed by a weaknefs of the bowels In

th

five or fix hours, with four or five drops of laud

of the decodion every

It a
*' Saunders

J ufeful dy

3
d many others, prefcribed the

, d found
The late Sir John Pringle, Dr. Huck

T fimaruba in old and
obllinate dyfenteries and diarrhcx e

" warm climate
thofe brou6 from

"S.

the fiege of M
Fluxes of this fort, which w^ere brought home from

a

fpeedily cured by this bark

d the Havannah, were
Th urme, v/hich in thof(

pletely

high coloured and fcanty, was now voided in ereat abund

and

had

and perfpiration reilored

that the maruba produced thefe

Dr. James Lind at Hailar Hofpital, fay

fooner and m.
1when given m fuch quantity as to naufeate the ftomach. Dr. Hu..

baunders remarks, that if the Simaruba did not give relief in thre.
days, he expeded little benefit from its farther ufe -, but others hav(
tound ^it^ efficacious m fluxes, after a continued ufe for feveral weeksMy own experience

3 d tliat of many friend ar^(3

t Jefulte patri 6-./^// collegio Parifmo adfcripto anno 171^^cimma mifcrunt, ille in dyfenterla gravi, qua3 anno 17 18, Pa
fuit tentatus, bones inde obfervatos effeaus 723, reiterata experimenta uberius

T„ffi r T ^^'^ /". "^'y ^^"^iJ cnronico be lienteri
Juffieu funt experti, m ha^morrhagia uteri Du BuilFon

Tr^Lll 'i^l'i!"!"'
^'^^ P""^^? P^^dere, fed illam

e, Schwenk & Ji

J has ejus yirtutes non

ipiam materiem quoque horum

um excretioiies aquofae pronioveri obfv Spiclmun Mad. Med. p. 228

g

/

\
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'-y

u convincing proofs to me of the efficacy of this medicine, and I hope
" the Simaruba bark will foon be in more general ufe."

'

Dr. Wri2:ht recommends two drams of the bark to be boiled in.
/

ams»- To tliis decod:ion fome join aromatlcs, others a few drops

twenty-four ounces of water to twelve; the decodion is then to be

ftrained and divided into three equal parts, the whole of which is to

be taken in twenty-four hours, and when the ftomach is reconciled to

this medicine, the quantity of the bark may be increafed to three

dr

of laudanum to each dofe.

« L. c. p. "8, It may here be remarked, that Dr. Cullen fays, " we can perceive nothino-

in this bark' but that of a fimple bitter, the virtues afcribed to it in dyfentery have

not been confirmed by my experience, or that of the pra6litioners in this country; v.ni

leaving what others are faid to have experienced to be further examined and confidered

by praditioners, I can only at prefent fay, that my account of the efFe6l of bitters will

perhaps explain the virtues afcribed to Simaruba. In dyfentery I have found an infufion

of chamomile flov/ers a more ufeful remedy." Ms^i. MecL voL it. p. yS'

QJJASSIA
-—*«wwwiS:,^l*S5i;33S*. >S?

AMARA
S-iSl'.

• BITTER QUASSIA.
*: -

I
rA^ ^

BTNONTMA, Pharm, Lond, ^ Edinb, Quaffia

pentaphylla pediculis alatis, floribus racemofis termin'alibus coccineis

frudu pentafpermo. Patris in Ga%ettefaintaire^ ^777 •> ^' 41.42.

item in Rozier Ohfervat'tons fur la Phyfque, Tom, ix, 1777./*

140 Supp, Plant, p. n
35'

VClafs Decandria. Ord, Mdnogynia. Lin, Gen, Plant. 529.

Fff, Gen, Ch, - Cal, 5-phyllus. • Petala 5. NeBarhwi
. 5-phyllum*^

Pericarpia 5, diftantia i-fperma.

CX^ floribus hermaphroditis, foliis impari-pinnatis, foliolis

oppolitis feiTilibus, petiolo articulate alato, floribus racemofis.
\

Suppl, Plant, '

'

Sp. Ch,

THIS tree rifes feveral feet in height, arid fends off many flrong

branches: the wodd is white and light; the bark is thin, and of a
rey colour : the leaves are placed alternately upon the branches, and

confift of two pair of oppofite pinn^, with an odd one at the end

:

No. 16, 3I all

I

\
\
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all the leafets are of an elliptical fliape, entire, veined, fmooth, pointed,

feffile, on the upper pagina of a deep green colour, on the under

/

paler : the common footftalk is articulated and winged, or edged, on

each fide with a leafy membrane, which gradually expands towards

the bafe of the pinnae : the flowers are all hermaphrodite, of a bright

red colour, and terminate the branches in long fpikes : the brakes

or floral leaves are lance- fhaped or linear, coloured, and placed alter-

nately upon the peduncles : the calyx is fmall, perfiftent, and five-

toothed : the corolla confifts of five lance-fhaped equal petals, at the

bafe of which is placed the nedary, or five roundilh, coloured, fcales:

the filaments are ten, flender, fomewhat longer than the corolla, and

crowned with fimple anthersc, placed tranfverfely : the receptacle is

flefhy and orbicular : the germen is ovate, divided into five parts, and

fupports a flender flyle, longer than the filaments, and terminated by

a tapering' ftigma: the capfiiles are five, two-celled, and contain

globular feeds. It is a native of South America, particularly of

Surinam, and alfo of fome of the Weil-India iflands.

The botanical charader of this fpecies of Quaffia was known long

before that of the Simaruba, as it is noticed in its proper place in the

Sp. Plantarum, upon the^authority of Dahlberg, when it was thought

peculiar to Surinam ; afterwards, Linnasus, in his Materia Medica,

referred it to the Nux americana, foliis alatis bifidis of Co?nmeIiri.\\

It appears, however,* that the figure given in the Amoenitates Acade-

micse,^ is not a faithful reprefentation of this fpecies ; hence the

younger Linnxus has obferved, " Figura floris in Diifertatione Pa

de Qualfia vera eft, fed ramulus cum foliis ad aliam pertinet

a )id confequently thofe copied from it, and fmce publifhed by B
and others, are with refpect to the leaves erroneous ;* this will be

dent, upon confultlng the plate and defcription of the QualTi

given by Patris, as well as the Icon here annexed, which was drawn

from a fpecimen in the poiTeflion of that able naturalift Dr. J.
£-•

Smith, Prefident of the Linnsan Society.*"

li
Hort. I. p. 423. t. 94. * See Vol. v'l. p. 416. ** SuppL Plant, p. ^3^;.^ ,

* On this account, we have not referred to the figure of the Quaffia, lately publiihed

by Dr. Lettfom in the Mem. of the Med. Society. •

'

The ample and valuable colledion of fpecimens In Natural Hiftory made by Li"'

I13SUS, and to which moil of his cotemporary naturalifts were contributors, are no^v m
the pofleffion of this Gentleman, who has obligingly ofrered us any affiftance it, iTia/

afford us in the profecution of this worki -
,

?
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The bark, and wood "* of this

the catalogues of the Materia Med
comprehended in

but as the roots are perfedly

lig they may be medically confidered in the fame light

wood, which is now moft generally employed, and feems differ \

from the bark in b

thought be

lefs intenfely bitter ; the is therefore

more powerful medicine. QuafFia h no fenfil

odour ; its tafte is that of a pure b

than that of almoft any other known fubft

more nfe and durable

imparts its virtues

more completely to watery than to fpirituous menftrua, and its infu

fions are not blackened by the addition of mar The watery

extrad is from a fixth to a ninth of the weight of the wood ; th

z fromfp about a twenty-fourth. Quaflia derived its nam a

negro named Quafli, (by Fermin ^ written Coiffi, and by Rolander
Quafs) who employed it with uncommon fuccefs, as a fecret remedy
in the malignant endemic fevers, which frequently prevailed at

Surinam. In confequence of a valuable confideration, this fecret was
difclofed to Daniel Rolander, a Swede, who brought fpecimens of
the Quallia-wood to Stockholm, in the year 1756; and fmce then

effects of this

numerous teflimon

authors.*^

drug have been very generally tried in Europ
of

\

d
efficacy publiihed by many refpedable

Various experiments with Quaffia have likewife been made,
appearwith a view to afcertain its antifeptic powers, from which

to have confiderable influence in retarding the tendency to putrefac

tion,^ and this ProfefTor Murray thinks cannot be attributed to its

fenfible qualit

depend upon its bitternefs, as gentian is much b

as poffeffes no aftringency whatever, nor can it

fep

yet lefs

The medicinal virtues afcribed to QuafTia are thofe of
ilomachic, antifeptic, and febrifu has been found very efiedual
m
affift

ftoring the tone of the flomach, producing appetite for food
ing digeilion

V

pelling flatulency

T

and removing habitual cof-

&c. likewife Dofiers rimilar aualities.

font
&

meat jusqu'a prefent connu, &c. Patris L c. p. 144
Defcription ^ tccm. t. *. 212.

Bci

^ Of thefe v/e may mention Linnaus^ Dahlberg^ Blom^ Fermin^ "Tljfot^ Thorfienft
verius

p. 432. ^feq
^ajft(^ vires (xpnduntur. p. 77

Murray App
Dijf'. de ^lajjia^ ^c* />. 14, Severi

voL Hi.

\

tivenefs
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tivenefs, produced from debility of the inteftmes, and common to

fedentary life. Dr. Lettfom, whofe extenfive pradice gave him -

a

portunity of trying the eiTeds^ of Qiiaffia in a great numb
fes, fa vs. " In debility, fucceedinp- febrile difeaTes, th f^

iv 1

per
4

(C

li

bark is moft generally more tonic ^nd falutary than any other
vegetable hitherto known-; but in hyilerical atony, to which
female fex is fo prone, the Qiiaffia aiTords more vigour and
to the fyftem than the other, efpecially when united with th

Iiim alburn^ and
'
ftill more with the aid of fome abforbent

e
'J

In dyfpepfia, arifmg from hard drinking, and alfo in diarrhoeas th

Dodor exhibited the QualFia with great fuccefs. But with refped to

the tonic and febrifuge qualities of Quaffia, he fays, " I by no means

.^

CC

cc

cc

iC

i£

(C

4C

CC

cc

cc

cc

(C

cc

fubfcribe to the Linnxan opinion, where the author declares

7 demjiidice chinQhinam longefuperat : it is very v^ell known that

there are certain peculiarities of the air and idiofjncrafes of
ftitution, unfavourable to the exhibition of the Peruvian b

moft clear intermiffions of feven and
pe^tedly noticed it; but this is comparatively very rare. , Abo
midfummer,, 1785, I met with feveral inftances of emitten
and nervous fevers, wherein the bark uniformly a^CTavated the

fymptoms, though given in intermiffions the moft favourable to its

fuccefs
; and wherein Quaffia^ or fnake-root, was fuccefsfully fub-

ftituted. In fiich cafes, I moftly obferved, that there was great

eftion in the hepatic fyftem, and the debihty at th r.
e iam^u ninc,.

difcouraged copious evacuations."—A lid in many fevers wit..
evident remiffions to warrant the ufe of the bark, whilft at the fa

time mcreafmg debihty began to threaten the life of the patient,

cc

Ci

Dodor found that Quaflia, or fnake-root, fmgly or combined
upheld the vital powers, and promoted a critical intermiifi
fe\„,^

h

by which an opportunity was oftered for the bark to effed
a cure. It may^ be given in infufion, or in pills made from th

watery extrad, the former is generally preferred in the proportion
tnree or four drams of the wood to twelve ounces of water.

n n n r
^^^? Memoirs of the Med. Sodety, vol L 2!.. i <0.

iJr. C.ullen fays, « J believe QuafTia to be an excellent bitter, and ^^-'- '- """ ^^^

that any pure and iimple bitter can do :

all

ntry does
- ^ 1 • J L- I

•! Ml ,

—
' ^.Ap^^i leasee Ui II in UHb cuunLij- «

'r.tnK;"r u , u
''''"

^"i
^°'^' ^"^ ^^^'^ extraordinary commendations given of It

-re to be afcnbed to the partiality fo often Hi^wn to new medicines. Mat. Med, v, ilh l¥.

y

\
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SAMBUCUS NIGRA
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COMMON BLACK ELDER

STNONTMJ, Samb
(

Pharm. Lond. Eif Edinh ambucus
frudlu in umbella ro. - Baiih. Pin. p. 456. ^ambucus vulg

Park, neat, p. 407. J, Bank vol L /. 544. -Ra'ii H'lft, p, 1609.

Syjtop. p.^6r. '.Gerdrd. Emac p. 1422. Hudfon Flor,' Ang. p,

130. Flor. Dan, ^J^^: Withermg.Bot.'Arrang.^ p. 1,20. Bidoamel,

t. 6^, Sambucus arborea.floribus umbell

Varietates fu

Hal. Stirp. Helv. n.6io.

r

/3 Sambucus frudu in umbella viridi. 6*. Baiib,

y Sambucus laciniato folio. C. Baiih.

Clafs Pentandria. Ord. Trio-ynia
t>

Lin: Gen. Plant. 372
J "

r

Ef. Gen. Ch.
'

Cal. 5-partitus., Cor. 5-fida. Bacca A-(^Qvm3..
'

Sp. Ch. S. cymis quinquepartitis, foliis pinnatis, caule arboreo.

.^x

THE from which iffues a fhrubby ftem oft
root is woody,

the height of twelve or fi

top, and covered with a rough whitifh bark : the wood is hard"touffh

feet

to

much branched towards the

and contains in the centre a large proport
pith the leaves are pm lated

of medullary matter

pmnas or leafits, with an odd one at the end
fmooth, deeply ferrated, and of a deep' g

filling of two or th pal of

fmall, white, and produced in large flat umbels or clufter
permanent^ placed above the germen, and divided into five fep;maits

they are oval, veined

the flowers an

the caly

i
-

th corolla is monopet
divided into five obtufe fegments

wheel-fhaped, fomewhat -'ndct

equ m
the filaments are tapering, fpread

gth,to the corolla, and crov/ne'd with
the germen is oval, and furniihed

the place of the ik.j\

ndifh.

prominent gland.
anther

which
mala

:
the fruit is a round fucculerit berry, of a blackifli'pTrp

and contains three feeds, which are flat on one fide, and'angular on
the other. It is a native of Britain, in moiil hedges and' woods, and

d fupports three blunt ftig

flowers in May and J
^

No 6 /

3 K
#*

This
V
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This fpecies is the
a of the Greek writers, and as

very generally employed for medical purpofes. The whole plant has^^^

unpleafant narcotic frnell, and fome authors have reported it? f^S.!^

tions to be fo noxious as to render it unfafe to ileep under its fhad

The parts of the Sambucus, which are propofed r

the Pharmacopoeias
medicinal ufe

the inner bark, the flowers, and the ben
The firil has fcarcely any fmell, and very little tail

les..

hrft chewing,

J
it impreffes a degree of fweetifhnefs, which is followed

flight, but durable, acrimony, in vfhich its powers feem to refide, and

which it imparts both to watery and fpirituous menfl:rua. It is flrongly

d by Sydenham ' and
Eoerhaave,^who recommend it as an efFedtual hydragogue; the former

h d on this account v/as much

direds three handfuls of it to be boiled in a quart of milk and
pint remains, of which

morning, and repeated for feveral day
half is to be taken night and

fually operates both up-

ds and downwards, and upon the evacuations it produces

gave its exprefl^ed juice in dofes froy depends. Boerhaav
dram to half an ounce. I fmaller dofes It faid to be an ufefut

d deobftruent in various chronical d
<( The flowers have an agreeable flavour, which they g

difl;illation with water, and impart by infufion both to water and

dfp Hilling a large quantity of them with water fmall

portion of a butyraceous eflential oil fei

the frefh fl ntly

faid to promote chiefly th

ferviceable in eryfipelatou

are ufed in fomentations
direded in the form of

Infufions made f

aperient : when dry they

a

&.

d 'eruptive difor

9

rC. d m
an ointment.

y
the Lond

The be

d to be particularly

Externally they

Pharmacopoeia.

PQ in fade, are

fomewhat fweetifli, and not unpleafant ; on exprefllon^ they yield

Sambucus, 'Ay3r, G s fl ft qu aida
* •

magadin vocant, dida putatur. Alii ab autore cui nomen Sambyx denominatam m alunt.

Hi/I.p
. Cent

^
1 he Bernes are faid to be poifonous to poultry.

"
(BartboL R.j.. ^.^^-- •

-
,

t^o. ^ 248.; And the flowers to peacocks. Linn. Flor. Suec. p. 79. I^
^^^fP%'f'

^

.T'' r^'i'T' ""' '^'"' (wh^^h are fubjea to blight from a variety of in^f^tmwhipped with the green leaves and branches of Eld
' "' '

-'"'^ '''"''

rVitiunng, , o ^ — -' ^.«er, the infers win ^^^

i ne leaves ar^ nnrg^^jye ]j|.g j.|^g \^z^) ]^^^^ ^^j-g naufeous

ttack

i Od>Vr. p. 496 Bi/h Plant, F, I. p. 207
fine

V \
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fine purple ju'ice, which proves an ufeful aperient and refolvent in

recent colds and fundry chronical difeafes, gently loofening the belly,

and promotino; urine and perfpiration.' '
^ The officinal preparation

of thefe berries is the fuccus baccae fambuci fpilTatus. (Pharm. Lond.)
' Lewis M. M. p. 576. '

;

-^ 'rf >

PYRUS CYDONIA. COMMON QUINCE TREE
^,

r ^

STNO NTMA. Cydonium malum. Fharnu Lond, "^ Edlnh

Malus Cotonea. Gerard, Emac. p, 1452. Ran Hifl, p, 1452.^

y. Bauh. Hifl. vol, u p. 'y^^, .]N4alus Cotonea vulgaris. Park,

Theat, p. 1504. Mala cotonea majora. Bauh, Fin, p, 434 ^Jn

Flor, Auflr, v. iv, f, 342. Duplex varietas in hortis colitur, fcil.

I. Cydonia frudtu oblongo laeviori. Tourn, Liflit, p. 6^,2, Mala

Cotonea majora* C^ Bauh, /. ^., depida ,ab ill Du Hamel, ia

Traite des Arb,- fruit, ad p.lo^, 2 Cydoaia frudu breviore et

rotundiore. Tourn, I: c. Mala cotonea minora^ C. Bauh, I, c,

depida in' Du Hamel Traits des. Afh; et'Arbufles Tab; ^x,.

Proilat et alia 3 varietas : Cydpnia latifoFia lufitanica. To^r;^.. cujus

frudus oblongus fuccofior et minus acerbus, fed rarioris proventus

Vide Murray App, Med. vol, iii. p, 196.
"'

-
:

l^

fcV

*..

Clafs Icofandria.: 0/-2/. Pentagynia. Lin, Gen, Flant. 626.
l H"

LJf, Gen^ Ch, 6*^/. 5-fidus. Fetala 5. Fomum inferurn j'-lociilare

polyfpermum. *
/

r

^m

Sp. Ch. F. fol. integerrimis, fior. folitariis*

y'

THIS tree feidom rifes very high, being ufually crooked and
diftorted : it fends off feveral branches, and is covered v\uth*a brown
bark : the leaves are fimple, roundiih or oval, entire, on the upper
fide of a dufky green colour, on. the under, whitifh, and lland

?

upon fliort footllalks: the flowers are large, folitary, of a pale red
or white colour, and placed clofe to the axilla of the leaves : the

calyx
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.lyx IS compofed of one leaf divided into five

notched fegments : the corolla confifts of five petals; thefe

convex, roundifh, and notched at their extremities : the fil

fpreadlng

about twenty, tapering, fliorter than

calyx, and furnifhed v^ith fimple anth

v.....v,......v.o . uiiu iiidinents are
the corolla, inferted into the

the ermen is orbicular-

the flyles are five, flender, nearly of the length of the filaments and
fupplied with fimple fligmata : the fruit is of the apple kind and di-

vided at the centre into five membranous cells, containing the feeds- ^

which are oblong, ang pointed at one end, obtufe at the othe

pellicl

fide cornpreffed, on the other flat, and covered with a brownifh
It of Au ilr d flowers in May and J

or Mr,Xsx Kv^uvixIt appears from Pliny,'' that the malus Cyd
the Greeks, was originally brought from Cydon in Crete, hence the

name Cydonia. At prefent, the Quince tree is known to grow

r*

the banks of tlie Danube, though in a much lefs

Britifli gardens, where it was
flate

than we obferv(

time of Gerard The form of the fr

P pple, according to the differ

pproaches to th

f this fp

of

of

tree from which it is produced, and which we have already noticed

under the fynonyms : it has a pleafant odour, and a very auftere tafte

Its prefixed j peatedly taken in fmall quantities, is faid to be

gent, and ftomachic, ufe in fea, vomitings

dorous erudations, and fome kind of alvine fl
b Formerly

juice was ordered in the Lond. Pharm. to be made into a fyrup

the .only preparation of the Quince which it now direds is a mu
of the feeds, made by boiling a dram of the feeds in eight oun
w^ater, till it acquires a proper confiftence. This has be

but

fau

efli

ended in apth afledions
)

m recom-

d excoriations of the mouth and

ces. It may be a more pleafant mucilage, but it is certainly lefs

than that of the fimple gums

JitoTi^s Hort. Keiv. Lib. XV. cap
! *

But upon
pleafant flavour

L)ijf. de Cydonih-i p. 59.
being boiled and preferved in fyrup, th known

b
Lezv'is Mat. Med. p. 26']

DIANTHUS CARYOPHYLLUS
X

• -
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D IANTHUS CARYOPHYLLUS.il CLOVE PINK.
*^

5" TKO NTMJ. Caryophyllum mbrum. Fharm, Land, ^ EdinL

Caryophyllus hortenfis fimplex flore majore. Baub, Pin, p. 208.

Caryophyllus fimplex major. '-Cerard, Emac, /. 590. Vide ParL
Parad. p. 306. Rail Hijt, p, 986. Synop, p, 23^' Dianthus

Caryophyllus. Hud/on. Flor.Ai?g, 'Withering. BoL Arr, p, ^/^i,

Caryophyllus hortenfis fimplex flore majore. C, Bauh.

• Clove Pink,
J

-

*"

Caryophyllus maximus ruber & variegatus. C, Bauh,

a

4 -^

> w Common Carna
Clafs Decand Ord, Dlgynia. Lin, Gen, Plant, ^6^

L r*

Ef Gen, Ch, Cd, cylindricus, i-phyllus : bafi fquamls 4. Petalce 5
- t g

#-
f

Caps, cylindrica, i-locularis.

Sp, Ch D, florlbus folitar

corollis crenatis. -

* -r- r ^

fquamis calycinis fubovatis breviffimls

J

J I

fib

THE root is perennial, /firm, divided, and befet with
the ftems are flender, fmooth, branched, upright, jointed

many

glaucous, or fea g and rife from one to two feet

o

height
:^ the leaves upon the Hem are fhort, linear, and placed in pair

at the joints : thofe of e young flioots are numerous,
pointed, fmooth, entire, and of the fame colour as the ftalk
flowers ftand fingly at the extremities of the branch
deep crimfon colour

;

ow

and
th

f

9

e

the calyx is tubular, cylindrical, divided at the
mouth into five fegments, and furrounded at the bafe with four oval
pointed fquam^: the corolla confifts of five petals, which at the
mb are oundifli

the common
patent, fcolloped, fringed d attached to

ptacle . by long narrow claws j the ten fil
#1

II
" Ut nomen traxiffe ab odorls aiEnitate qualicunque dubium noii eft

lane quae et unde fit barbara ilia vox tunica. . Bauh. Pin.

No, 1 7,

Hort. Kew
P

vfc^

3 are
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are longer than the calyx, tapering, fpreading towards the top, and

fnrnlihed with compreffed oblong anthers : the germen is oval : the

flyles two, flender, longer than the filaments, and their ftigmata

curled outwards: the capfule is cylindrical, and contains many fmall

roundifh feeds.

This fragrant plant is known to grow wild in feveral parts of

Ene-land on old walls and in the crevices of rocks ;t but the flowei'3

which are pharmaceutically employed, are ufually produced in

gardens, where they become extremely luxuriant, and by the arts

of culture thofe beautiful varieties raifed which are fo highly efteemed

under the name of Carnations. The flowers of the Clove Pink, or

as it is more commonly called, Clove July Flower, have a pleafant

aromatic fmell, fomewhat allied to that of clove fpice : their tafte is

bitterifli and fubaftringent. " Redified fpirit, digefted on the flowers,

>

receives a much paler tindlure than watery liquors, but extrads the

whole of their adive matter. In diftillation or evaporation, fpiiit

elevates much lefs than water ; the fpirituous extrad; retaining a con-

fiderable fhare of the fine fmell of the flowers as well as their tafte

:

its colour is purplifb like that of the watery extrad."
*

Form.erly thefe flowers were fuppofed to have confiderable effed

upon the nervous fyftem, and were therefore recommended in head-

achs, faintings, palpitations of the heart, convulfions, tremors, &c.

and S, Paulli fays, that he "found them of great ufe even in malig-

nant fevers.^ At prefent, however, they are valued merely for their

fenfible qualities, and the fyrupus caryophylli rubri, Vs^hich is the

only oflicinal preparation of thefe flowers, is to be confidered in this

light : its pleafant flavour and fine colour rendering it an ufeful vehicle

- for other medicines.
. v' ^

t At Rochefter, Deal, Sandown, and other caftles, plentifully. See Ray and Hu^M
4

y

\

VIOLA ODORATA

\
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VIOLA ODORATA. SWEET VIOLET.
/

SrNONTMJ. Viola. Pharm. Lo?id, ^ Edlnh, Viola martia

purpurea, flore fimplice odoro. Bauh, Pin, p. 199. y. Bauh,
Hifi. it, p. 542. Rail H'tjl. p. 1049. ^ynop. 364. Viola nigra

five purpurea. Gerard, Emac, p. 550. Viola fimplex martia.

Park, Parad. p. 282. Viola acaulis ftolonifera, foliis cordatis. HalL
Stirp.Helv. n. 558. Viola odorata acaulis, foliis cordatis, ftolonibus

reptantibus, brad^is fupra medium pedunculi. Curtis Flor. Lond,
Varietates funt.

Viola martia purpurea, flore fimplice odoro. C. Bauh, L c.p.

Purple Flojvered Sweet Viole
Viola martia alba. C, Baub, I. c, p, 199.

White Flowered Sweet Violei
^

Viola martia multiplici flore. C. Bauh. I c. p, ]

99,

r

99
Double Flowered Swee t Viole r.*

Clafs Syngenefia. Ord. Monogamia. Lin. Gat. Plant. 1007.
L

Bff. Gen. Ch. Cal 5-phyllus. Cor. 5-petala, irregularis, pollice

cornuta. Caps, fupera, 3-valvis, i-locularis.

Sp. Ch. V. acaulisj fol. cordatis : ftolonibus reptantibus.-

THE root is perennial, knobbed, whitifli, and furniflied witR
long fibres

:
the leaves are heart-fhaped, veined, crenated, or flightly

fcolloped at the edges, on the upper fide fmooth, and of a fhining
green colour, underneath paler, fomewhat hairy, and ftand upon
long fmooth footftalks : the ftipulx are membranous, lance-fhaped,
mmutely ferrated, and chiefly produced from the root : the peduncles
are ufually about four inches long, and fomev^rhat above the middle
lurnifhed with two pointed brafte^, below which the peduncle is
quadrangular, but above it is grooved on the back, bent downwards
at the top, and fupports a fmgle flower: the calyx is compofed of

Vide Alton's Hort. Kew
five
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five leafits, perfiftentjOval, obtufe, protuberant at the bafe, and tinged

rium

/

with a dark purpHlh colour : the corolla confifts of five irregular petals

of a bluiih purple colour ; the two lateral petals are bearded towards

the bafe, and the claw of the undermoft formed into a horn-fliaped

nedarium : the five filaments are very fhort : the antherse are bilocu-

lar, flightly joined together, yellowifh, and terminated by an oval

membrane of an orange colour: from behind two of the antherge

there arifes a flat greenifh appendage, which is inferted in the neda-
the germen is orbicular : the ftyle twifted, and fupplied with

a hooked ftigma : the capfule is roundifh, comprefTed, feparated by
three valves, and contains feveral roundifh light-coloured feeds. It

is common near warm hedges, and on ditch banks, and flowers in

March and April. . - ...
This fpecies of violet may be diftinguifhed from the Viola hirta,

to which it bears a great refemblance, by the latter having its leaves

and footftalks befet with fmall hairs ; by not fending off creeping

fhoots which ftrike root ; by its flowers being inodorous, and of a

fainter blue colour and by the bradteas being placed fomewhat

below the middle of the fcapus or peduncle.''

The Viola odorata is evidently ,the lov f^ixxv of Theophraflus, and

the lov 'ujo^^vpiv of Diofcoridesy it was alio well known to the Arabian

phyficians, as Mefue commends its ufe highly in various inflamma-

tory difeafes. Viola is likewife frequently mentioned by the Latin

poets, who allude to its effects as a vulnerary.^ The recent flowers

only are now received in the catalogues of the Materia Medica ; they

have an agreeable fweet fmell, and a mucilaginous bitterifh taite; to

water they readily give out both their virtue and their fine flavour,

but fcarcely impart any tinaure to redified fpirit, though they im-

pregnate the fpirit with their avouT Thefe flowers taken m the

quantity of a dram or two are faid to be gently purgative or laxative,

and according to Bergius, and fome others, they pofl^efs an anodyne

and pedoral quahty. The officinal preparation of thefe flowers is a

'^ This laft circumftance was firft noticed by Mr. Curtis, who introduced it Into the

fpecific charader. '..
Viola, quafi vitula, Grsecis lov ab lo Puella In vaccam a Jove converfam, i}^^

cenfetur. MatthioL Viola per diminuvlonem a Greeco dida eft, fpintu km i^

hteram converfo, ut In aliis multls."

C (C

Vide Lewis's Mat, Mid, p. 664. "* Vide Ovid iMdamorph, Jib. x. v. IQO

fyrup J

K
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/ fyrup/ which to young children anfwers the purpofe of a purgative.

This fyrup is alfo found ufeful in many chemical inquiries to deted: an
acid or an alkali, the former changing the blue colour to a red, the latt er

to a green. The feeds of Violets are reported to be ftrongly diuretic,

and ufeful in gravelly complaints.^ The root pov^^^dered, in the dofe

of a dram, proves both emetic and cathartic.''
^-

C This fyrup is ufually prepared from the petals of the cultivated Violet; and Dr.
Withering tells us, that at Stratford upon Avon large quantities of the Violet are

cultivated for this purpofe. 1. c. s See the authorities cited byMurray^y^^. Med. v. I. p. 519.

^ Tournefort Hiji. des Plant, de Paris, t. i. p. 29! . Henninger Dijf, de Violapurpur.

\

CISSAMPELOS PAREIRA. PAREIRA BRAVA CISSAMPELOS.

STNONTMA, Pareira brava. Pharm. Lond, Clematis baccifera
I

glabra et'villofa, rotundo &,umbelicato folio. Plum'ier^ Plantes

de VAiner, 78. Y. 93. Sloanes Jamaica^ vol. i. p, 200. Cat. 85.

Caapeba folio orbiculari umbelicato & tomentofo. Plum. Gen.
2)2>*

Ciffampelos fcandens, foliis peltatis orbiculato-cordatis villofis

;

floribus mafculinis racemofis, femininis fpicatis, ipicis foliolatis.

Browne s yamaica, p* 2>57'
r

Clafs Dioecia. Ord. Monadelphia. Lin. Gen. PL
r"

J

EJf. Gen. Ch. Ma s c. Cal. 4-phylius. Cor. o.

Stam. 4: filamentis connai

Nedlarium rotatum

Fem, Cal. monophyllus, ligulato-fubrotundus.^ C
y Styli 3 Bacca i-fperma V

Sp. Ch. C. foliis peltatis cordatis emarginatis.

\

THE perennial, long, thick, woody, compofed of diflind
fibres, of a dull yellowifli hue, and covered with furrowed bark of a
brown colour

: the ftalks are numerous, fhrubby, flender, very long,
covered with a whitifli bark, and climb round the neighbourin

No M
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for fupport :' the leaves are roundifh, indented at ^•^^^ top, al)out flti

inch and a half long, two inches broad, entire, covered with f f
downy hairs,'' and hang" upon round fimple downy footftalks wh°i!
are inferted into the back of the leaf: the flowers are extremal

minute, of a greeniih colour, placed in clufters upon long axilla/
fpikes, and are male and female in different plants : the calyx of th

male flower is divided into four fmall oval fegments : it has

but the nedary is wheel-ihaped and membranous : the filaments

four, very fmall, united, and furnilhed with broad flat antherse

the female flower the calyx is flrap-fhaped or ligulated : the eermen
is roundifli, and fupports three fhort ftyles, furniflied with pointed
fligmata : the fruit is a fmall one-celled berry, containing a roundifh
rough comprefl^ed feed. It is a native of S. America and theWeft Indies.

The plant, which we have here reprefented, v/as drawn from a dried

fpecimen in the pofl^eflion of Mr. Aiton at Kew, to which a feparate

difplay of the parts of frudification was intended to have been intro-

duced, but from their extreme minutenefs and drynefs it was found to

be impradicable : the general appearance of the plant is however fo

charaderiftic as in fome meafure to compenfate for this deficiency.

The medicinal ufe of the roots of this plant was firft learned

from the Brazilians, who infufed them in water, which they

drank freely in all obfirudions in the urinary paflages ;
*" and to-

wards the end of the laft century thefe roots were brought Into

Europe by the Portuguefe, w^ho recommended them to phyficians as

the moft eff*edual remedy hitherto difcovered in all calculous and

gravelly complaints ; and various accounts of their eflicacy were foon

after publiihed.' This root " has no remarkable fmell ; but to the

In Jamaica " this plant grows In great plenty, commonly amongfl the ebony trees,

elmibmg about them." Long's Jam. vol. Hi. p. 7

V
d

" From this villous covering of the leaf, It is ufually called Fehet leaf.

According to Browne, it is ftill ufed with this intention by the negroes at Jamaica.

" Parifiosper Regis Galllae legatum, Aneht, a. 1688. pervenit (Hift. de I'Acad.

hcien. de Pans, 17 10, p. 56.) tumque varil medici Galll ejus ufum fecere, interque

J^eivehus, qui m Traite des maladies les plus frequentes et des remedes fpecijiques,
ejus

ficam iniicit." In G
ftimationem contulit Lochner

bravaNorimb. 1719. Ed. 2. in 4.) cafibus potlus diftlnae proh

eruduionis ornamentis, quibus obvelantur," Yi^q Murray Jp -
Md

\ tafte

\y
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tafte It mamfells a notable fweetnefs of the liquorice kind, together
and a flight roiighnefs covered by the
•eat part both of the bitter and fweet

th a conhderable bitternefs

f\Areet m
fubftanc

It ives out

y . and fp
g

men 1 a m
watery decodion a confiderable quantity of refi

which does

water, but is readily taken lip by fp

or the

not mingle with the remaining extract

evaporatin

matter feparates,

nor diilolve in

moft perfed: diffo of its -dCu

tindure and extrad are in tafte ftronger than the

whence fpirit appear

Both the fp:parts

atery
»? e

The fads adduced on the utility of radix pareirse brav^ in neph
and calculous cafes, are principally thofe by H G
Lochner : th:r firfl fee

GeofFroy attribut

mucus to which the fab

think that it ads
oy

ntnp
and

but
s power of diilolvina; the indurated

matter adhe
mended hui ul

It has alfo b

jaundice,' afthma, and fome other ch

cers of the bladder, fiuor albus, rheumatifm
difeafes. The accounts

iven of the fuccefsful employment of this root by the French
writers, induced phyficians to try its eifeds in this country; but we
find no reniarkable inilances of its efficacy recorded by Britifh prac
titioners

; and as a proof of its being fallen into difrepute, the £din
burgh College has expunged it from the Materia Medical The dofe
of the powdered root is from one fcruple to two. Geoifroy direds
two or three drams of the root to be bruifed and boiled in a pint and
half of water till only a pint which

dofes
be divided

Mat. Med. p. 48

q

' Vide 1, c. in note
(

^
)

s And Bergius fays, « Certe vidi ego calculofos, arthritiGos & rheumaticos plures,
ufum ejus abfque fucceflli

I

Mat, Med. p. 815

.stp>

J,

B ri

^\

(
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AMYGDALUS COMMUNIS.

y
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AMYGDALUS COMMUNIS.

S TNONTMA,
THE ALMOND TREE.

Amygdala (nuclei). Pharm. Lond, ^
Amygdalus amara & dulcis

\

Amygd
519 Gerard, Emac. p

I

y. Bauh. Hift. vol up I 7^ ' Rail

fol

445
glabris ovatis, utrlnq

Park, Theat, p

petiolo imifque dentibus glandulofi

acuminatis, fer

515

Varlet funt

Hal, Stirp, Heh 8

« Amygdalus fativa. Bauh, P 44
putamlne molliore.

4

coque tendre, vel Amandier des Dames

Amygdalus d

Tournef, Lift, p. 627. Amand a

fruit T, t. 120. tab, c

Bu Hamel Arh
\'

X'

SWE
r

Almond Tr
^ Amygdalus amara. Tournef, Lift, p, 627. Amandier fruit

amer. Du Hamel c.

B Almond Tr

Clafs Icofandria. Ord, Mono2-ynia
to

Lin, Gen, Plant, 619.

EJ[, Gen, Ch, Cal 5~fidus, inferus. Pet, 5. Drupa nuce poris perforata.
«b

Sp, Ch. A.foliis ferraturls infimis glandulofis, floribus feffilibus geminis.

THIS tree divides into many branches, covered with a dark grey
bark, and ufually rifes from tv^elve fixteen feet in height: the
leaves^ are elliptical, narrow, pointed at each end, minutely ferrated,
veined, of a bright green colour, befet with fmall glands towards the
bafe, and Hand upon Ihort footftalks : the flowers are large, of a pale

numerous pairs

tubular,

red colour, without peduncles, commonly placed
upon the branches, and appear before the leaves : the caly.. ..

and divided at the brim into five blunt fegments of a reddilh
the corolla confifls of five oval convex petals, with narrow claws
the filaments are about thirty, fpreading, tapering, of unequal length,
and ot a reddiih colour, inferted into the calyx, and furnilhed with
Jimple anthers

: the germen is roundifh and downy : the ftyle is

Ihort, iimple, and crowned with a round Itigma ; the fruit is of the

,

peach
'^^

*K'
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peach k tKe outer fubftance of which is hard

marked with a longitudinal furrow where it

thick rough fl

opens

igh, hairy, and
under this is a

which contains the kernel or almond. This
of Barbar

t

and flowers in March and April

The Almond-tree feems to have been known in the remoteft times
of antiquity, being frequently mentioned by Theophraftus and Hip-
pocrates : it is probable however that this tree was not very common
in Italy, in the

Greek nuts.''

of Cato, as he calls the fruit by the name of
It was cultivated in England by Lobel previous to the

year 1570,'' and though it does not perfect its fruit in this country,
yet it is here very generally propagated for the beautiful appearance
of its flowers, which are the more confpicuous by fhowing themfelves
early in fpring before the leaves are expanded.

.

The fruit or feeds of mofl getables on being planted prod
varieties, differing more or lefs from the parent plant and from each

d of the Almond-tree this difference is principally confinedother

the fruit, which
and the k b

g fmall the Ihell thicker or thinner

or fweet ; hence the diilindion into b
Almonds and fweet Almonds, though the fame fpecies of tree affords
both. Sweet Almonds are more ufed as food than medicine, but
they are faid to be difficult of digeftion, iinlefs extremely well com-
minuted j'' their medicinal qualities depend upon the oil which they

fion

farinaceous matter, and which they afford on expref-
arly in the proportion ' of half their weight. The oil' thus

obtained is more agreeable to the palate than moft of the other ex-
prefl^ed oils, and is therefore preferred for internal ufe, being generally
employed with a view to obtund acrid juices, and to foften and relax
the folids

&c. exte

V

rnally

tickling coughs, hoarfenefs, coftivenefs, nephritic pains
in iifio

of Almonds
n and rigidity of particular parts

>

in a deg
atery liq

26, the moll

ufually called

ent qualities of

milky folut

fions, pofl^efj

oil, and have ' this" advantag
given in acute 'or inflammatory diforders, without danger' of the

* Particularly in the hedges about Tripoli. See Bauh. I. c.

The
mul-

the pure oil, that they may be

5. cap Hort. Keiu

_
The Nuces okofae are not always eafily digefted; " but it appears that this incon-

venience may be in a great meafure obviated by a very diligent triture, uniting very
intimately the farinaceous and the oily part." See Cullm's Mat, M^d, vol, I. p. 298.

No
3 effeds
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leffeds which the oil might fometimes produce, by turning ranckl.^

The officinal preparations of Almonds are the expreffed oil and the

emulfion; to the latter the_,London College direds the addition of

urn arabic, which renders it a ftill more ufeful demulcent in catarrhal

^ffed ilrang &
71 Bitter Almonds yield a g quantity of

obtained from fweet Almonds ; but the matter

ixpreffion of the

perfedly fimil

affift

:e flats

of he

((

remaining after

more powerfully bitter than the Almond
Great part of the bitter matter diffolves by the

both in water and in redified

arifes alfo with both menflrua in diftill
)Je

and part

Bitter Almonds have

been long known to be poifonous to various brute animals/ and fome

authors have alledged that they are alfo delet to the human
fpecies, but the fads recorded upon this point appear to want further

proof s However, as the noxious quality feems to refide in that

matter which g the bitternefs and fi It

that when this is feparated by diftill nd
very probable

fufficiently

d ftate, it may prove a poifon to man,^as is the cafe

the common laurel, to which it appears extremely analagous. Thefe

Almonds are highly commended for the cure, of hydrophobia by

Thebefius. wh expe d their good in twelve cafes. In

k

which a few (no particular quantity is mentioned) were eaten every

morning.' And Bergius tells us, that bitter Almonds, in the form

of emulilon, cured obftinate intermittents. after the bark had failed.

trituration with

fe, as camphor.

X

«

Almond
Several fubftances of themfelves, not mifcible with water, may, by

it in this form,

fubftances

Wepfer de C

fitt

Leivls Mat. Med. p. 53.

For
f Particularly wolves, foxes, dogs, cats, and various kind

cut. aquat. And many other inftances are related In the Ep. Nat. Cur.

See alfo Danes Epijt. deJmygdaUs et oleo amararum athereo. And Lorry de Venenis^p. !]•

Irom the fudden effeds which this poifon produces, and the convulfions and fpafms

which follow its exhibition, there can be no doubt of its' aaing direaiy upon the

nervous energy.
s Formerly they were eaten to prevent the Intoxicating efFeas of wine, as is

noticed by Diofcorides, « ^et Plutarchus medicum filii Imneratoris Tiberii producit, qui

cellere valuit.
ifat n bibendo reliquos omnes

T .
- • • ^p' Med. vol. III. p. 26

J^orry experienced a fenfe of Inebriation.
Une droD of thl. Pir.nnoi .:i u:ii„j ^ f^^^jj ^^j^j j^^ -^^ minutes.

De Venenls^ p, 1

7

1 Vide Nov, Aa, Nat. Cur. torn, i, p, 18

thefe Almonds

See barles:, ^- ^'

Mat. Med. p. 413

N PRUNUS SPINOSA
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jPRUNUS SPINOSA. SLOE TREE «
/

^

^

STNO NTMJ. Prunuin fylveftre. Pharm. Lond. ^Prunus
r

fvlveftris. Gerard. Kmac. p. 1497 Park. Theat, ^^33

Bauh. Pin. p. 444, J. Bauh. Hi/I. vol. up. 198. Raii Hift. p.

iS'^7* Synop. p. 462. Prunus fpinofa, foliis glabris ferratis ovato-

lanceolatis, floribus breviter petlolatis. Hall. Stirp. Helv. n, 1080.

Hudfon. Flor, Ang. p^ 212. Withering. Bot. Arrang. p. 509,
>

Clafs Icofandrla. Ord. Monogynia. Lin. Gen. Plant. 620.

EJf. Gen. Ch. Cal. 5-fidus, inferus. Pctala 5. Drupa nux futuris

prominulis.
il

Gen. Ch. P. pedunculis folitariis, foliis lanceolatis glabris, ramis

fpinofis.
«

THE root is woody, divided, and fpreading : the flem is ilirubby,

crooked, rifes to the height of fix or eight feet, covered v^ith a

purplifh black coloured bark, and fends off many irregular fpinous

branches : the leaves are oval, obtufely lance-fhaped, fmooth, mi-
nutely ferrated, of a deep green colour, and Hand upon (hort foot-

ftalks :
-f-

the flipulse are linear, notched, and difcoloured at their

points : the flowers are large, white, and ftand feparately upon fhort

peduncles : the calyx is fmall, and divided at the brim into five oval

fegments : the corolla is compofed of five oblong concave petals,

attached to the calyx by fhort claws : the filaments are in number
from twenty to thirty, fpreading, tapering, white, inferted in the

calyx, and furnifhed with orange coloured antherse : the germen is

roundifh, the flyle fimple and llender, and the fligma orbicular : the

fruit is of the drupous or cherry kind, though much fmaller, of a
black colour, but covered with a bright blue exudation, and contains

a nut with an oblong kernel. It is common in hedges, and the
flowers appear in March and April, before the leaves are vifible.

t The ferratures of the leaves have been obferved by Linnseus to be terminated by
an excretory du(^ /

The

i
.
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The fruit of the Sloe-bufli, or, as it is frequently called, Black

thor is fo harflily fliarp and auftere as not to be

thoroughly mellowed by frofts : its j

table till

extremely vifcid, fo that

the fruit requires the addition of, a little water, in order to admit of

preffion. The juice obtained from the unripe fruit, and infpifTated

to dryhefs by a entle heat, is the erman acacia, and has been
ufually fold in the (hops for the Egyptian acacia, from which it differ

in being harder, heavier, darker coloured, of a fliarper tafte, and

more efpecially in giving out its aflringency to redified fpirit.''

The Pruna fylveflria have been employed for their ftyptic powers
fince the time of Diofcorides ;^ and as their aftringency is united

the refrig

thofe med
qualities of the fruit, they may fometimes fuperfede

heatingof this which are of a refi or

quality. They have been recommended in diarrhseas, hsemorrhag

afFea

Dr. Cu
and as garg in mefadions of the tonfils and
confiders the Sloe as the mofl powerful of the fruBus

acerhi^ and adds, that he has often found it an agreeable and ufeful

aftringent; but he thinks the conferve of this fruit, as direded by

the College, contains a larger proportion of fugar thaii is neceffarj.'

The flowers, with "their caly

this purpofe an ounce infufed
rather whey

r

moderately purg and for

-^

in a fufficient quantity of water, or

perienced to be a pleafant and ufeful laxative.

The powdered bark, In dofes of a dram, is faid to cure ag
/

Lewis Mat. Med. p. 5

Vide Mat. Med. vol.
•

It p. A
Dlofc. Mat. Med. Lib. L cap. 173-

J. Bauh. Hj/f. torn. i. P. i.p. 196. ^ Fred,

J

Hoffman, D'ljf. de praftantia remedy domeft. §. 26
Dr. Withering fays, <' The tender leaves dried are fometimes ufed as a fubft

d is I believe the beft fubftitute that has yet 1
put mto v^^me, gives it a beautiful red colour, and a pleafant fubacid roughnefs. Letters

written upon hnen Or woollen with the juice of this fruit, will not wa{h out." B
Arr, p. 500. .

'

V

tRUNUS DOMESTICA. COMMON PRUNE, Or PLUM TREE
I'

i

STNONYMA. Prunum gallicum. Phann.Lond/Vxxxnm^oratKic^'
.Gerard. Emac. p. 1497, Prunus vulgaris, FarL fheaU p^ li^^.

y
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Rail Hiji. p^ 1526. Prunus foliis ferratls, hirfutis, ovato-lanceo-

latis, floribus longe petlolatls. HaL Stirp, Helv, n, 1079. Ut
^

^

Linn^o videtur Prunus frudu parvo dulci atro-caemleo. Tournef,

Injl, p. 622, . - ,. .

r- »

F

Clafs Icofandrla, Ord. Monogynla. Lin. Gen, Plant. 620.

Ef Gen. Ch. CaL 5~fi Petala c DriipcB n futuns

prominu

Sp. Ch
\

P. pedunculis fubfolitariis, fo V olutis,

ramis GemmceJlorifercu aphylL M
THIS fpecies of Prunus grows much higher than the former; It

is without fpines, and covered with fmooth bark of a dark brown
colour th Ok leaves are oval, flightly indented at the edges, pointed,

veined, of a pale green colour, and Hand upon very jQiort footftalks

:

the fl:ipul32 are "oval, pointed, membranous, and placed in pairs at

the bafe of the peduncles : the flowers are large, and furround the
branches upon feparate peduncles : the calyx is divided into five nar-
row concave fegments, and befet on the infide with a number of

a
glandular hairs :* the corolla confifts of five roundiih white petals

:

the filaments are more than twenty, tapering, inferted in the calyx,

and furniihed with reddifh antherse : the germen is round, and fup-
ports a fimple ftyle, which is fhorter than the filaments, and crowned
with a globular ftigma : the fruit is oblong, or egg-fhaped, confiftinp-

of a fweet'fleihy pulp, covered with a dark violet coloured pellicle, and
including in the centre an almond-fhaped nut, or Itone. It is a native
of Britain, and flowers in April and May.
Among the many varieties of plums "^ we find confiderable difli-

culty in referring with' fufficient accuracy to that called by the
London College Prunum gallicum ; it is therefore probable that fome

"W'

^ Du Hamel
aver (Pomona

fruit. T. 2. -p.

T. 1. p. iio.j
/?•; forty-eight varieties : and

\

The original parent of thefe varieties is not yet fatisfaaorily afcertained.—J. Baiihin
refers it to the Pruna cerea minora praecocia. ,

No 8 3 O of
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of the fynonyma introduced above, are not In this refped fo correa^
applicable as they ought to be.' The Syrian Plums were much
efteemed by the ancients, particularly a fpecies which grew in th

neighbourhood of Damafcus,'' and hence a variety of this fruit is ftili

known by the name of Pruna damafcena. According to Pliny 'th

/

'-

was brought from Syria into Greece, and from thence into Italy

where its fruit is repeatedly noticed by the Latin poet/
"

All our garden plums are eaten at table, and when fufficiently ripe

and taken in a moderate quantity, prove a pleafant and v/holefome

food. But in an immature ftate, they are more liable to produce
colicky pains, diarrhoea, or cholera, than any other fruit of this clafs*

fome attention to this circumflance is therefore always neceffary.

Confidered medicinally, they are emollient, cooling, and laxative

efpecially the French prunes, which are imported here in their dried

Hate from Marfeilles ; -and though the laxative power of thefe is di-

niiniihed by drying, yet it is obferved by Dr. Cullen, that as they

contain a great deal of the acid which they originally had, they have

effed: in this way than the other dried fruits.^ They are found

to be peculiarly ufeful in coftive habits, and are frequently ordered ia

decodion with fenna or other purgatives. It is the pulp of this fruit

which is direded in the Eleduarium e Senna, or Lenitive eleduary.
L

\

«=_ On this fubjea Profefibr Murray fays, " Hifce Pharmacopoeia Londinenfi duce in-

telligo vulgaria ifta oblonga, profunde violacea, ubivis in hortis reperiunda, cui varietati

lion audeo inbrevitate defcriptionum adfcribere nomen Rauhinianum velTournefortianum,
Jiifi fit Pruna oblonga ccerulea C. B. vel Pr. frudu oblongo coeruleo Tournef." App.

Med. vol, iii, p. 230.
'

See Diofcorides, (Lib. i. cap. i. 174J by whom the tree is called Koxxi^/^'jAj*, and

-the fruit KoxKvi/.n'hx,

Hl^f. Nat. L. xv'. cap. 13

.^ It is alfo thus mentioned by Ovid :
\

Prunaque, non folum nigro liventia fucco,
Verum etiam generofa, novafqu'e imitantia ceras.

/

\

^ Mat. Med vol l. p. 254.

Met. Lib, xiii. -y. 81?*

ASARUM EUROPiEUM

/
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I ASARUM EUROPIUM. COMMON ASARABACCA
U>

STNONTMJ, Afarum. Phann, Lond. l^ EdinL BauL Fin
. 197. Gerard. Emac. /. ^1^6. J. Bauh, Hi/l. vol. Hip. 548

Ray H'ljl.p. 207. Synop. p. 158. Alarum vulgare. Park. Theat
, 266. Afarum foliis reniformibus fubhirfutis. Ilal. Stirp. Helv.

n. is^"]. Afarum Europasum. Withering. Bot. Arrang. p. j\fi^,
Flor. Dan. 62,2,'

Clafs Dodecandria. Ord. Monogjnla. Lin. Gen: Plant. 589.

EJ. Gen. Ch. Cat. 2,-^. 4-fidus, germini infidens. Cor. o. Caps,
coriacea, coronata.

41

_
^ n

aS/. Ch. A. foliis reniformibus obtufis binis.

V '

j«

THE root is
_

perennial, ftrong, divided and fibrous: it h
flalk, fothat the leaves rife immediately from the root; they grow
in pairs, are kidney-lhaped, large, of a deep Ihining green colour,
and (land upon long footftalks : the flov^ers are large, belMhaped, of
a dirty purple colour, and placed fmgly upon fliort peduncles at the
bafe of the footftalks : the calyx fupplies the place of a corolla, and
IS large, bell-ihaped, divided at the mouth into three or four pointed
fegments, which are of a browniih purple colour, but towards the
bafe it is greenifh : the filaments are twelve, about half the length of
the calyx, and furnifhed with oblong anthen-E, which are attached to
the fides of the filaments : from the germen arifes a fimple ftyle,
crowned with a ftigma, divided into fix radiated refleded parts : the
capfule is of a leathery texture, and divided into fix cells, which
contam feveral fmall oblong feeds. ' It is a native of England,^' and
flowers in May. •

It appears from Pliny,' that by the Ancients the name of this plant
was frequently confounded v/ith that of nardus and baccharis; and'tlie
Enghfh name Afarabacca has been derived from the words afarum' and

It is extremely fcarce. Ray obferves it is found in fome woods ixT Lancafhire. I. c.

HIJ. Nat. L, xiu c. 13. et L. xxL cap. 6.

ptiv. &
_/

baccharis ft

^
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e
baccliaris : it is evident however that the plants, now known by thei;

names, differ very confiderably both in their appearance and efFed

The leaves and roots of Afarum have a moderately ilrong and
a

n

ot very unpleafant fmell, fomewhat refembling that of valerian

ard,t and a naufeous bitterifh acrid tafte :"
' they feem to agree alfo

in tneir meciicm effeds, both proving fl ly emetic and cath

the root has been obferved to excite vomiting fo conftanth
tic:

IS

propofed by Linnasus as a fubftitute for ipecacuanh d Dr. Cull

fay
(C

d

he root dried only fo much as to be powdered prove

dofe g
1 emetic. It will only anfwer in dofe

and asof a fcruple, fometimes in a lefs quantity

may be fuited to many of the purpofes of the ipecacuanha

fmall dofes it is faid to promote perfp

?5e
In

urine d the

fl Si a Lid watery ons of the plant poffefs

both its emetic and but it is faid that by codion

the emetic povv^er is firft deftroyed

tive.
s A prefent Afaru is feld g

3,fterwards th(

rnally, as the

pur

tions expeded from its ufe may be procured with more certainty and

fafety ^ by various other medicines, that it is now chiefly employed

an errhine or fternutatory, and is found to be the moft feful and

Mat. M
lefs acrid than the

dofes, not exceeding a few g
fucceflive evenings, produce a pretty large watery difcharg

For this purpofe the leaves, as benig

and in mode-

feveral

,
which

preferred by the Colleg

fnuffed up the

fometimes continues for feveral days together, by which headach

toothach, opthalmia, and fome paraly d foporific complaints )

have been effedually relieved. It is the bafis of the pulv. fternutato

rius
>

pulv is afari compofitus

t Nardus Celtica L Lewis M. M. p

V

* Jm. Acad, T. J. p. 307. where It is alfo obferved

J fine powder^ it unlform'y ads as an emetic, bi

ftate

ftomach
: when coarfely powde

Mat, Med. vol. ii. P 3

Diureticum Sc emraenagogum infig nde M
cum f avidas. Qu

• \
ft tritum eo magis urinas mo

vere, minus autem alvum ducere, creditur." Ht/I, p. 208 s Raii /. ^'

Ante

c

aliquot annos civis huius loci, vir quadratus, difficultcr mobills, fumst,

: :_..._ ._ integrum cochlear. In^^^^^''?
atharfui patiebatur lethalem," &c, mdelius Jmanit. M. M. p- ^^^' ^ ^' ^'^^'^'^

fiiafu

aniculae, pulverem afari & s ad

ROSMARINUS OFFICINALIS
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t ROSMARINUS OFFICINALIS. COMMON ROSEMARY.
i V

STNO NTMA. Rofmarinus. " Pharm. Lond, ^ Edinh, Rofma-
rinum coronarium. ' Gerard, Emac, p

o. Bauh, Pin. f).fol

92. Rofmarinus hor

. Rofmarinus corona

rius frudicofus. J. Batih, Hijl. v. iL p. 25. Rail Jli/I. p. ^i^

e. FarL TheaLp. yi

tenf^ aneruflior

Libanotis coronaria five rofmarinum

Cla/s Diandria Ord. ' Mon yn Lin. Gen. PL

PJf. Gen. Ch. Cor. insequalis : lablo fuperiore bipartito. Filamenta

longa, curva, fimplicia cum dente.
/

i'

THE root is ftrong, . woody, and fibrous: the ftalk Is fhrubby,
covered with a rough grey bark, divided into many branches, and
rifes frequently to the height of fix or eight feet : the leaves are
feffile, or without footftalks, numerous, long, narrow, entire, obtufely

*

pointed, on the upper fide of a dark green, on the under of a greyifli

or filvery colour, and placed in whorls upon the branches : the
flowers are large, of a pale blue colour, and arife from the axillse of
the leaves : the calyx is divided into twdiips, of thefe the uppermoll
is entire, but the undermoft is cloven into two pointed fegments

:

the corolla is monopetalous, confifting of a cylindrical tube, longer
than the calyx, and divided at the brim into two lips ; the upper lip

is ered: and bifid, the under lip is feparated into three fegments ; of
thefe the middle fegmeht is larger than both the others : the two
filaments are long, curved, tapering, towards the bafe furnifhed with
a fmall tooth, and fupplied with fimple antherse : the germen is fepa-
rated into four parts, which fupj5ort a flender fiiyle, terminated by a
cleft pointed fi:igma : the feeds are four, of an oblong fhape, and
lodged in the bottom of the calyx. Rofemary "*

is a native of the
South of Europe and the Levant. It is cominonly cultivated in our
gardens, where it ufually flowers in April and May.

^
» Ros dici putatur quia rofcidae fit naturse, vel quia roris inftar afpergatur, vel quia

ejus uTus in afpergillis, quod nobis verijimillus v'ldetur : marinus autem vel quia in marinis
locis feliciter proveniat, vel quia faporis marini, hoc eft, amari. Vofs. Etymolog. Vide
Ray, 1. c.

No. 18, 3 P The
^
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The ancients were well acquainted with this plant, as it is

tloned by Diofcorides, Galen, and Pliny." It grows wild in fomr'f
the fouthern parts of France, but more abundantly in Spain a d

Italy. Its cultivation in this country, like many other plants which
we have had occafion to mention, is probably of ancient date bur
now cannot be traced bevond the time of Gerard.

> Rofemary has a fragrant aromatic fmell, and a bitteriih puno:ent

tafte. The leaves and tops of this plant are the ftrongefl in their

fenfible qualities: the flowers, which are alfo dire(3:ed for ufe by the

College, are not to be feparated from their cups or calyces, as the

adive matter principally, if not v/nolly, refides in the latter.'

Rofemary gives out its virtues completely to redified fpirit but

only partially to water. The leaves and tops, diftilled

yield a thin light pale-coloured eilential oil of great fragrancy, thou'^h

not quite fo agreeable as. the Rofemary itfelf : from one hundred
pounds of the herb in flower were obtained eight ounces of oil : the

decodion thus diven:ed of the aromatic part of the plant yields, on

being infpiflated, an unpleafant bitteriih extrad. Redified fpirit like-

wife, difl:illed from Rofemary leaves, becomes confiderably impregnated

with their fragrance, leaving however in the extrad the greatell Ihare

both of their flavour and pungency. The adive matter of the fl

is fomewhat more volatile than that of the leaves, the greatefl: part of

it arifmg with fpirit."
'^

. Rofemary is reckoned one of the mofl powerful of thofe plants,

which fl:imulate and corroborate the nervous fyftem ; it has therefore

been recommended in various aiTedions, fuppofed to proceed from

debilities, or defedive excitement of the brain and nerves ; as in cer-

dachs, deafnefles, giddinefl^es, palfies, &c. and in fome hyile-

rical and dyfpeptic fymptoms. Dr. Cullen fuppofes the fl;im

power of Rofemary infuflBcient to reach tJie fanguiferous fyftem

'P.Sq.) FVmy, Lib. 2^. capIt

II. der/sre marino. Hence it may have been alluded to by Virgil in the following Hnes^

Nam jejuna quidem clivofi glarea ruris
Vix humiles apibus cafias roremque miniftrat. Georg. it. ''^' ^l^.

' Z^w/V M. M. p. 544. ^. Lewis, L c.

« « It has juftly had the reputation of a cephalic, or as a medicine that gently flim^-

lates the nervous fyftem, but hardly fo ftrongly as to afF^a the fanguiferous." M>M'
h 15

; it

\
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has however the ch^fafter of being an emmenagogue, and the only

\

difeafe in which Bergius ft ufefiil

officinal preparations of this plant are the oleum eflent

the chlorofis Th
*-,

d the fpiritus roris mar
marmi

It is alfo a principal ingredient in what
is known by the name of Hungary water

By many people Rofemary is drunk as tea for breakfaft.
I

f « Firtus : refolvens, nervina corroborans, emmenagoga. Ufus. Chlorofis
"

M. M. p. 21.

r^

FUMARIA OFFICINALIS. COMMON FUMITORY.

STNONTMA.
et Diofcoridis.

Fumaria.

Bau

E

Fbarm. Edinb, Fu maria officinaruni

Pin. p. 1^1^. Fumaria purpurea. Gerard,

mac. 1088. Fumaria vulp-aris.5
B'lji. p. 405.

Park. I'heat. p. 287. Pan
nop' p' 284. Fumaria foliis multifidis lobis fub

rotunde lanceolatis ; frudibus monofpermis. Hal. Stirp. Helv. n.

34<5. Hud/on Flor. Jng. p. 270. Lightfoot Flor. Scot. p. 379
Curtis Flor. Lond. n. 112. Withering Bot. Arrang. p. 751.

1

4 - I r

Clafs Diadelphia. Ord. Fiexandria. Lin. Gen. Plant, 849.
-' ^

^

FJf. Gen. Ch. Cal. dyphyllus. Cor. ringens. Filamenta 2, mem-
branacea, fmgula Antheris 3.

^
'i

Sp. Ch F. pericarpiis monofpermis racemofis, caule diffufo

'-^

THE root

fmooth, fomewhat
is annual, fiend

g

d fibrous : the ftalk is fpreading,

d ufuallybendino'. much branched
riles above a foot in height : the leaves are compound, doubly p
nated, pinnulas trilobed of
fiend

pale g
er footftalks : the flowers are

colour, and Handing upon

grow in fpikes, which arife from the

f a reddlfh purple colour, d
of the leaves :

r

linear, purplifh, and placed at the bafe of the peduncl

brac-

: the

calyx
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calyx IS compofed of two deciduous equal leafits, fllghtly indented
at

the edges : ^the corolla is oblong, tubular, gaping, or ringent, the

palate projeding fo as to fill up the mouth ; the upper Up dilated at

the tip, keel-ihaped, hollow beneath, turned a little upwards at the

margin, and at the bafe obtufe, and curled inward; tht lower Up

ly fimilar to the upper ; the lateral petals cohere at the top, and

form a quadrangular mouth, in which there are three divifions on the

upper and lower part : the filaments are two, membranous, broad at

bafe, and each furniihed with three yellowifh anthers : the g
men is oval : the ftyle is filiform, about the length of the filaments, and

crowned with a flattifh downy ftigma : the feed is roundiih, and con-

tained in a fmall heart-fliaped pod. Fumitory is common in corn

fields, and ufually flowers in May.
By the Ancients this plant was named Capnos,^ from being thought

be peculiarly ufeful in dimnefs of fight, and other difeafes of the

yes. The leaves, which are the part of the plant direded for

medicinal ufe by the Edinburgh Col emely fucculent, and

have no remarkable fmell, but a bitter fomewhat faline tafte. " The

expreffed juice, and a decoction of the leaves in water, infpiilated to

the confillence of extracts, are very bitter, and confiderably faline

;

on ftanding for fome time they throw up to the furface copious faline

efflorefcences, in figure fomewhat refembling the cryftals of nitre, to

the tafte bitterifh and flightly pungent. A tinfture of the dry leaves,

in redilied fpirit, yields, on infpifTation, an extrad: lefs in quantity

and bitterer in tafle than either the watery extrad: or infpiflated juice.

Fumitory has been fuppofed by feveral Phyficians of great authority,

both ancient and modern, to be very efficacious in opening obftruc-

tions and infardions of the vifcera, particularly thofe of the hepatic

fyftem: it is alfo highly commended for its power of corredinga

fcorbutic and acrimonious flate of the fluids ; and has therefore been

Diofcor. KxiTvios Gal. i. e. fumus — " Clarltatem facit Inunais oculis,

delachrymationemque, ceu fumus j unde nomen." . Plin. L. 25. cap. 13. See

Galen. Simp. Lib, 7. />. 49
b Lewis M. M. p. 315

*= Aetius, Boerhaave, F. Hoffman, and many others.

The juice of Dandelion and Fumitory is greatly commended by Leidenfroft

te difeafes of the fkin. See Dif. dejuccis herb, &c.
An infufion of the leaves is ufed as a cofmetic to remove freckles and cl(

:bft.

ftin

employ
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employed in various cutaneous difeafes ; wlien taken in pretty large
dofes it proves diuretic and laxative, efpecially the juice, which may be
mixed with whey, and ufed as a common drink. Dr. Culien clafles
this plant among the tonics ; he fays, " it is omitted in the London
difpenfatory, but retained in ours, and in every other that I know of.
I have found it ufeful in many cafes in which bitters are prefrribed

*

but its remarkable virtues are thofe of clearing the fkin of many
diforders. For this it has been much commended

; and I have myfelf
experienced its good effeds in many inftances of cutaneous affedions,
-which I would call Lepra. I have commonly ufed it by expreffing
the juice, and giving that to two ounces twice a day: but I find the
virtues remain in the dried plant, fo that they may be extraded by
infufion or decodion in water ; and the foreign difpenfatories have
prepared an extrad of it, to which they afcribe all the virtues of the
frefh

>>

M. M. vol. it, p, Tj
- ijj- jp^

SPARTIUM SCOPARIUM. COMMON BROOM
r^

STNONTMA. Genifta. Pharm. Lond. ^ Ed'inh,
'

Gerard.
Emac. p. 131 1. Genifta angulofa & fcoparia. Bauh Fin. p.
395. Genifta vulgaris & fcoparia. Park. Theat. p. 228. Ge-
nifta angulofa trifolia. J. Bauh. Hift. vol. i. p. 388. Ray Htft.

' ^7^3' ^Jfiop. p. 474. Spartium foliis inferioribus ternatis

hirfutis fuperioribus fimplicibus. Hal/. Stlrp. Helv. n. 354.
tium fcoparium. -Hud/on. Flor. Ang. p. 2^10. Withering. Boi
Arrang. p. y^6. Flor. Dan. p. 2,1 i.

'

Clafs Diadelphia. Ord. Decandria. Lin. Gen. Plant, ^s^. .

b I

E^ Gen. Ch. *S*//^/;z^ longitudinale, fupra villofum. Filamenta ger
mini adh^rentia. Cal. deorfum produdus.

Sp. Ch. S. foliis ternatis folitariifque, ramis inermibus angulatis.

No. 18.
)

Q. THE
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THE root IS woody, tough, and extends to a confiderable lengtli:

the. ftalk is fhrubby, branched, and covered with Ught browii

bart : it uiually rifes from four to fix feet in height, and fends forth

a great number of flender angular green fhoots : the leaves are fmall

downy, divided into three oval leafits, and ftanding upon footftalks

of different lengths : the flowers are large, numerous, of the papili-

onaceous fliape, and of a bright yellow colour : the calyx is tubular,

divided tranfverfely at the margin into two lips, of thefe the upper-

moft is entire, the undermoft flightly notched : the corolla is corii-

pofed of five petals : the fuperior, or ftandard petal is inverfely heart-

Ihaped, and bent backwards : the two lateral petals, or wings, are

oblong, convex, lefs than the ftandard, and united to the filaments

:

the keel is compofed of the two undermoft petals, which are con-

neded together by foft hairs at the margin, fo as to appear keel-fhaped

:

X

the filaments are teUj'^nine of which are united at the bafe, of unequal

length, curled inwards, and furnifhed with oblong antherse : the germen

is flat, oblong, hairy, and fupports a flender flyle, with an oblong

ftigma : the feeds are round, or fomewhat kidney-fhaped, and con-

tained in a long cylindrical pod, like that of the garden pea. It is

common in dry fandy paftures, and flowers in April and May.

Linnasus, Bergius,'' and feveral other writers feem to have con-

founded the medicinal qualities of this plant with thofe of Genilla

tindoria : the officinal Genifta is however by the Britifh Pharmaco-

poeias confidered to be the common Broom, of which the tops and

feeds are direded for ufe. The tops and leaves of Broom have a

naufeous bitter tafte, which they impart by infuflon both to water

and fpirit. They are commended for their purgative and diuretic

qualities, and have therefore been fuccefsfully employed in hydropic

cafes, of which particular inftances are related by Mead " and others )

to which we may add the following from Dr. Cullen :
" Genifta,

though very little in ufe, I have inferted in my catalogue

They both fay of G. tincaoria, " Virtus
while the common broom Is pafTed unnoticed. Sec M, M, Lin.p.iyo

pellens, purgans, Usus: Hydrops J

b Mon. y Frac. p. 138. where we are told that a patient by talcing half a pint of a

morningdecoaion of green Broom tops, with a fpoonful of whole muftard feed, every "^°"^jg°

and evening, was cured, after being tapped three times, and trying the ufual rem

gtven in dropfies. See alfo Mohring M. N, C, vol, v, p. 32.
cathartics)

X
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)
f^ 7 experience of I found it firft in ufe

among our common people
; but I have fince prefcribed it to fome

of my patients in the manner following: I order half an ounce of
frefh Broom top be b

th

7

confumed,

hour till it

d of this decodion I

pound of water half of

opei
g

by ftool, or till the whol
two table-fpoonful

taken
feldom fails to operate both by ftool and urine, and by repeatin
exhibition every day, or every fecond day, fome dropfies h

It

ed

d

The afhes of Broom have alfo been much ufed in dropfi
principally

their good efFeds has been fmce

thority of Sydenham," whole account of

M nd other writers
f

firmed' by the teftimony of Dr
We may obferve however th th

efficacy of this medicine muft depend entirely upon the alkaline fal

the vegetable from which it is obtainedand th ft upo
The feeds and flowers of Broom are faid to be emetic and cathartic
but the evidence upon which this aflert efts wholly to b
relied upon, as the former when roafted have been ufed as a fubftit
for cojEee, and the latter employed as a pickle.^

W

Mat. Mi voL ^^^ P'SU d
Opera^ p. 497

* He gave a dram divided into three dofes every day.

Handl. 1762. p

Dropfy^ p

8 Purgat geniftag femen non minus potenter fQre quam Spartium aut Helleborus, &c.
G

,

fffipius |ii decoao propinato eitra magnam contentionem le movifle fcribens. Verum flores
recens dccerptos fepiffime quampluritnos & per fe acetariis inditos vorat, ^inquit plcL^ecula
Arverna and Aquitanirc maxima copia innocuos non modo led etiam admodum guftui
fuaves

;
nee quicquam vomitionis naufea^ve, aut commotionis mov.re folent. Quin

apud Brabantos, & nnglos non minus, gemmantes dum adhuc virides funt condiuntur
lale & aceto flores, menifque inferuntur, Capparum OJearumve pari commendatione.
Ray I. c.

afFedions

MS
uary, with honey

d

\

\,

';

/
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ORCHIS MASCULA. MALE ORCHIS.

STNONYMA
foliis maculat

Saty .Fharm, Kd'mb Orch

Emac, p
4

r

Bauh. Pin. p, ^i. Park, Theat, p,

Synop, p, 376. Cynoforchis morio mas

mono mas

346 Ran

8 Orchis radicibus fubrotund
tl T

petali

Gerard,

ateralibus

\

reflexis
; labello trifido ; fegmento medio longiori, bifido. Hal, Stirb

Helv, n, 12S6. tab.
i'^. Orchis mafcula. Hudfon Flor. Ang. p^ ...

LightfootFlor,Scot,p,si5. Flor.Da?t,t,^S7' Gurt,Flor,Lond,t,iii

Clafs Gynandria. Or^/. Diandria. ' Lin, Gen, Plant, i 009

EJf, Gen, Ch, NeEiarium corniforme pone florem.

Sp, Ch, O, bulbis indivifis, nedarii labio quadrilobo crenulato:

cornu obtufo, petalis dorfalibus reflexis.
v

J

THE root is perennial, confifting of two roundifh bulbs, from
the upper part of which fe\ fmall fibres are produced : the ftalk
is upright, round, fmooth, folid, fmipl^, purplilh towards the top, and
riles about a foot in height : the leaves are radical, long, pointed with
- fharp prominent midrib, and commonly marked with dark coloured

the flowers are purpliih, and terminate the ftem in a long
regular fpike: the brade^ are membranous, purple, lance-fliaped,
and generally twifted at their points : the corolla is compofed of five

petals, two of which are upright, of an oval pointed fliape, and their

tips bent inwards : the other three are placed outwardly, and approach
lo as to form a galea, or helmet : the lip is large, with three lobes, of
wjiich that in the middle is the longefl: ; they are notched, and fpotted

\

towards the bafe, which is wh the nedarium gth d
behind into a tubular part, refembling a little horn : the filaments ar.

two, fhort inferted in the germen, and furniflied with oval anthers
which are incafed in the limb of the

)

ed:ary : the germen

**

^

d twifted
: the ^j\t is fhort, with a compreffed fti-ma

is oblong, and contains numerous fmall
meadows, and flowers in April and May,

oblong

capfule

feed It common

This
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This plant has a place in the Materia xMedica of the Edinburgh
Pharmacopoeia only on account of its roots, which abound with a
glutinous Hiiny juice, of a fweetifli taiie j to the fmell they are fiiint,.

and fomcwhat unpleafant. •

This mucilaginous or gelatinous quality of the Orchis root has
recommended it as a demulcent, and it has been generally employed
with the fame intentions and in the fame com.plaints as the root of
althaea and gum arabic, both of \vhich vie have alreadv noticed.

Salep,which is imported here from the Eaft, and formerly held in

great eftimation, is now well known to be a preparation of the root of
Orchis

il

which was hrfl fiiggefted byMr. J. Miller,jand

^

of preparing it have been fnice propofed and'pradifed : of thefe the
lateft and m.ofl approved is that by Mr. Mault, of Rochdale,' vvhich
vs^e ihall tranfcribe from the words of Dr. Percival ' who follows Mr.

fc>
the cultivation of a plant in Britain wh

i

IVlaiilt in recomm,endii

promifes to afford fo ufeful and wholefom.e a fo

Dr. Percival fays, " Mr, Mault has lately favoured the public with
a new manner of curing the Orchis root, and as I have ken many
fpecimens of his Salop, at leaft equal if not iuperior to any brought
ii-om the Levant, I can recommend the following, which is his p
from my own knowledge of its fuccefs. The new root is to be ^

?

aihed
in water, and the fine brown &in which covers it is to be feparated
by means of a fmall brufh, or by dipping the root in hot water, and
bbing it with a coarfe linen cloth. When a fdfficient numJjer of

f

roots have been thus cleaned, they are to be fpread on a tin plate,.

and placed in an oven heated to the ufual degree, where they are to
remain fi^x or ten minutes, in which time they will have loft their
milky v^hiteneis, -and acquired a traniparency like horn,. without any
dmiinutioii of bulk. Being arrived at this flate, they are to b

d, in order to dry and harden in the air, which will r qui
^

Orchis mafcula, though the chief, is not the only Tpecie^ from which the Salep is,

prepared. •
.

•
• •

. ._

t Jofeph Miller (Bjjtan.- ofpc. 1722. p. 385) to v/hich we may add the names of
heha and H,iJ},r. This was firft confirmed by Buxbaum (Plant, nw:. co^n. Cent. % p. c/)
^^^ Murray, J^,. Med. vol. s- f- 2?^0.

^ '^ ^ or.-i-^
1^

a See P/;/7. Tranf. vol. 59. p. 1.

No.' I â*

'' Percival's E%s Med. h Exper. vol. ii. p. 39,

R feveral -

J
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fe\ C4.1 (la) to ffed

fmiihed in a few h
or by ufmg a very g

'> c
heat they may be

Salep, confidered as an article of diet, is accounted
nutritious,

fmall bulk d h it h
g

b

quantity of farinaceou
extremely

the

For

thought fit

matter

pr
conftitute a part of

of every ihip's company to prevent a famin
IS obferved by Dr. Perciv th

fea

this powder and the dried
gelatinous part of flefli, or portable foup, difToIved in boilino- water
form a rich thick jelly, capable of fupporting life for a confiderabl'

gth of time

of boiling water, will be fuffi

An ounce of each of thefe articles, with two quarts
fubfiftence for one man a day d

Dr. Percival not only recommends the ufe of Salep as other authors have
done in diarrhoea, dyfentery, dyfury, and calculous'complaints • but
thinks " in the fymtomatic fever, which arifes from the abforption of
pus

J
J

from ulcers in the lungs. om wounds fro amputatio
Salep ufed plentifully is an admirable demulcent, and well adapted
refift that diilolution of the crafis of the blood which is fo evident in

thefe cafes."
^

The fuppofed aphrodifiac qualities of this root, which have been
d ever fmce the time of Diofcorides, feem to be founded on

the fanciful dodrine of fignatures.

Th
is ready to fall, becaufe the new bulb, of which the Salep

the feed Is formed, and the (1

fh

top of it, which is the germ of the orchis of the fucceeding year. Percival °L c.

fi

Percival

Salep e

S Lind's Appendix to his EiTay on theDifeafe
r

folvi fe nafTum eft

radicem^m 6o-plo aq.ua.^ folvendo, ut per pannum linteum non p
affand

1 iTet

Salep Pe

P^ 245
Perfic Murray

quo auxiiio mucilago ifta denfitate

lanfit vero refidui ex ifto

Fet: Acad. HandL 1764.

OrchI
V

_ 4

Tefliculus, habet radices inftar tell

*b

CISTUS CRETICUS

C
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CISTUS CRETICUS. CRETAN CISTUS.
Planta a qua colligitur Ladanum. Pharm. Lo?id.

r

STNONYMA
Coroll. Inji. rei herb, p

\

Cifl-Us ladanifera cretica, flore purpur

9
ladanifera

Voyage du Levant, t. i. p 9

Tourncf*

Ciftus

Parh neat, /. ^G^, Ciftus, Ledon Cretenfe
Bauh, P'm, p. ^6j, Ciftus Ledon Matthiol Gerard. Emac. p

^6. Ciftus (cretkiis) arborefcens, foliis ovato-lanceolatis, hirftit

ginibus undulatis, floribus terminalibus

olleB, i. p. 80.

Miller. Dla. Jacq *

Clafs Polyandria. Ord. Monogynia. Lin. Gen. PL
/

J

] Ge?i. Ch,

^p. Ch.

Cor, 5-petala. Cal. j-phyllus : foliolis duobus mino-
J

-

ribus. Capfula.

C. arborefcens exftipulatus, foliis fpatulato-ovatis petiolatis

enerviis fcabris, calycinis laaceolatis.
f

f..

IS

r

THIS ^handfome ftirub feldom rifes to any confiderable height; i

a dark coloured bark, and fends off feveral fimpled with

branches
:

the leaves are oblong, pointed, Waved, rough, vifcou
,

veined, and ftand in pairs upon fliort footftalks, which are broad at
the bafe, fo as nearly to furround the younger branches ft

produced in fucceflion at the extremities of the branches in Ji

July; they are large, of a purpliili red colour, marked with d
,s

caly

the bafe of each petal, and ftand on fhort pedunci
divided in five arge

the

pointed perfiftent fegments, of
which the two outermoft are the fmalleft : the corolla is compofed of
five petals, which are large, roundifli, fpreading, and readily fall off

being touched thp filam are
and fupplied with fimple antherse of

very fhort, ft

the germen
d fupports a Ihort ftyle, furniftied with a flat circular ftig

the capfule is roundifli, and contains many fmall orbicular feeds.
y

^
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Tills flirub, which Is a native of Candia and fome of the lllands nf
Archlpelag^OjWas firft cultivated in England by Mr. P. Miller in th }^

73 1
/and is new to be had of feveral oftheLondon gardeners, though

many other exotic fpecies of this g(, . ly metfo
t

Not only this plant, but moft of its congeners, abound with K
liquor, which in fu.mmer exudes upon their leaves, and feems to be

of the ladanum kind : but it is well known, that the Ciftus creticiis

fpecies from which the ofEcinal Ladanum is colleded. This isB J'

done in Candia by means of an inftrument call tnere ILrgaJtiri^ made
in the form of a rake, to which feveral leathern thongs are fixed

inftead of teeth, and with v/hich the leaves of the £ln*ub are
i _ _

bruflied backwards and forwards, fo .that the fluid Ladanum may
ihere to the leather, from v/hich it is afterwards fcraped off with

knives, and formed into regular maffes for exp
ex.

b

As tills drug is obferved to iffue moft coploufly in the hottcil:

athei\ the method of ^^atherins; above defcribed muft be performed

\

when the intenfity of the fan's heat renders it a tery laborious and

troublefome employment.
Three forts of Ladanum have been defcribed by authors, but only

two are now to be met with in the fliops. " The bed, which is

very rare, 'is in dark-coloured maffes, of the confiftence of a foft

plafter, growing ftill fofter on being handled : the other is in long

rolls, coiled up, mxuch harder than the preceding, and not fo dark.

riie"hril has commonly a fmall and the laft a large admixture off!

fand, which in the Labdanum examined by the French Academy

amounted to three-fourths of the mafs. It is fcarcely indeed to be

died pure, independently of defigncd abufes ;^ the dull blown on

beingtlie plant by wmds from the loofe fands amono; which it irrc

retained by the tenacious juice. ^ The foft kind has an agreeaole

fmellj and a lightly pungent bitterifii tafte : the hard is mu< l-f T%f^^V

a See Alton's Kort. Kevv.

1 curneforr. Vnxno-p rh^ T.;i^n-rf / ; 4. oq. v/here the Er.^^arnri is defcribed and fig^j

.d

Tjdge an i^tvai.t. t. /. v. 29
ty.the ancients we arc told, that the Aa^avov was colleded by combing the beara^

snd thighs of goats who browzed upon the cifius, and to v/hofe hair tlie drug was founc

tO' adhere: another method of gathering it, was by dran'ing cords over thofe ihru^s

which produced it. Sec Diofcorides, Mat. Med, Lib. i.f°ilZ. and Pliny, ii^'^
^'^'^''

^. Realties
Lib. xii. cap. xviii
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Redified fpirlt of wine dlflblves nearly the whole of pure Labdanuni
into a golden-coloured liquor

: on infpiflliting the filtered folution, the
finer parts of the Labdanum rifes with the fpirit, ar

refi P both aker d lefs agreeable than
ItOn infufing the Labdanuni in water,

fiderably with its frnell and tafte, and in dift

pi

nd t1:

the
j

s the

g
firll:

iquor
.,1 w

frap-rant effi

Tl

d aft

fin was formerly much employed 1

rhal affi

n n

nally as a pedoral
nd feveral otherand aftringent m catarrhal aiiedions, dyfenteries, and feveral other

difeafes ; at prefent however it is wholly confined to external ufe, and
is an ingredient in the ftomachic plaiier, or emplaftrum landani of
the London Pharm. It is alfo fornetimes ufed in the w;iv of fnmLthe London Pharm
gat

Ifo fo way of fum

M. M. p. 368

^r^'^i ;r:^'^
>

"^.i^aazi^^^

/

ANCHUSA TINCTORIA. A^DIERS BUGLOSS, or ALKANET

STNONTMJ, Anchufa. Ph Edhib

florib

Hift,

Bauh, Pin. p

Anchufa punicels

55
L

-^

Anchufa Monfpeliana. J, Bauh
I. tit. /. 583. Rait Hifl, p. 496. Anchufa Alcibiadion

Gerard, Emac. p . 8 Anchufa minor purp Par^. Theat

p, 517. Alkanna. Pharm. Suic. Wert. Is'c.

Clafs Pentandria. Ord. Monogynia. Lin. Gen. Plant. 182.

EJf. Gen. Ch. Cor. infundibulif. fauce claufa fornicibus. Sent, bail
L '

infculpta. ,

Sp. Ch. A. tomentofa, fol. lariceolatis obtufis, flamin. corolla

brevioribus.

1

THE perennial g, round, fibrous, and externally of
dark purplifli red colour : the ftalk is thick, round
branched, and fes about two feet in height : the leaves are

gh, hairy

ong

from ..

clufters

fi:iaped, obtufe, hairy, and w^ithout footftalks : the flowers vary
purpliih to reddifli colour, and terminate the branches in

No
the calyx is _divided

9 3 S

^s in clofe

five oblong eredt rough perfiftent

fegments

:

/
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^

feg the corolla is monopetalous, and funnel-fhaped, confiftin
^

of a cylindncal tube, equal in length to the calyx, divided at the limb

into five blunt teeth, and clofed at the faux

prominent fcaly leafits : the five filaments are fhort, included

tube of the corolla, and fumifhed v^ith fimple anthers :

by five fmall

the

the g
four : the ftyle is filiform, about the length of the ftamina, and

fupplied with an obtufe otched lligma : the feeds are four, of an

fhape, and lodged vv^ithin the calyx. It flovsrers from J
. Odob
This fpecies of Anchufa

tivated in Br

th

propagated by our garden

is climate its roots never

* is a native of Montpellier, and v^as c

by Mr. James Sutherland, in the year 1683.'

ners for the beauty of its flow^ers, but

It

ity depends The red
q e that deep colour on w^hich its

part of the root of this plant, as

imported here from the fouthern parts of Europe, vs^hen feparated

from the interior white part, imparts a fine deep red to oils, wax, and

all unduous fubftances, and to redified fpirit of wine ; on this kccount

the Edinbur2'h Colle

Medica. "
duces it into their catalogue of the Materia

To water this root gives only a dull brownifh hue Tt
^

fpirituous tindure, on being infpifi^ated to the confifi:ence of an extrad,

changes its fine red to a dark brown. In thefe general properties the

deep and pale roots agree one with another d differ from the

thatreft of the red drugs we know of: it is not therefore probable,

the deep colour of the foreign roots is owing, as fome have fuppofed,

ire." ^ Formerly theto th

Alkar

aftrir

I introdudion of an extraneous tindure."

let root was recommended in feveral difeafes, particularly as 2

gent, and it manifefts this quality in fome degree to the tafte

but it is now ufed in no other way than for colouring oils,** ointments >

and plafters, which receive a

weight of

deep red from fortieth their

fuffico, quod ferpentes flrang
Hac

pollere ell: auaor Nicander, Diofcorides, Plinius, Gal iph. />. 83

a Suthedand. Hori. Edin. 24. no. 7. See Alton's Hort. Kew
y

Alft

Lewis Mat. Med. />, 56

,_-...., fa. M. M. vol Lp' 365'

* It is alfo ufed with oil by the cabinet- makers to ftain mahogany and other wooa

i

POLYGALA SENEGA
-^
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POLYGALA SEN(EGA. RATTLESNAKE-P.OOT
MILK-WORT.

S TNO NTMA, S *3 eka Pharm. Lofid. l^ Edinh

rilandi

flofcul

caule non ramofo, fp fafdg

Polyg ma
fingalari

• ^ #

1
1 e

alb s mpofit Rail App, vel. torn.
« • #

grac

/. 670.

Polvgala caule fimplici eredo, foliis ovato-lanceolatls alternis

gerrimis, racemo terminali eredo. Gron. Flor. Virgin. /. p
Polvgala Seneg Amc^n, Acad. Tom. Hi. 4 Milkf s

. 80

Di£f,

Fig, Ed, 7. Seneg rew. Comm. Litt. Nor. 1741. Tab. 4

Clafs Diadelphia. Ord. Odandria. Lin, Gen. Plant. 851

f

EJf. Gen. Ch. Cat. 5-pIiyllus : foliolis alasformibus, coloratis.

Legumen obcordatum, biloculare.

Sp, Ch, P. floribus imberbibus fpicatis, caule eredo herbaceo fim
h

e

plicillimo, foliis lato-lanceolatis.

i

THE root IS perennial, woody, branched, contorted, about the

thicknefs of a fino-er, and covered v^ith afh-coloured bark; it fends

up feveral ftems, which are fimple, ered:, flender, round, fmooth, of

a dark reddifh colour, and rife nearly a foot in height : the leaves are

oblong, or lance-fhaped, acutely pointed, of a pale green colour, and
ftand alternately upon fhort footftalks : the flowers appear in June,
they are white, of the papilionaceous kind, and grow in a clofe ter

minal fpike : the calyx is divided into three narrow perfiftentfegments

V

3

two of which are placed beneath and one above the corolla: the

corolla is compofed of two exterior petals, or wings., which are flat,

and of an oval fhape ; a fliort tubular JIandard, undivided at the

mouth ; and a flattened j^eel diftended towards the end, from whence
proceeds a pencil-fliaped appendage : the filaments are eight, united

at the bafe into two portions, and fupplied with fimple antheras : the

ermen
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gei%'r.en is oblong, and fupports a fimple ered: ftyle, furniflied with a
cloven ftigma

: the capfule is inverfely heart-iliaped, and contains
p> frnail oblone feeds.

This plant is a native of Virginia, and other parts of North America
It was firft cultivated in England in 1759, by Mr. P. Miller," who has
publifhed a figure of it, which vnll be found to accord very accurately
with the icon here annexed, which w^as drawn from the plant now in
flower at the Royal garden at Kew. " This root, ofno remarkable fmell
has a peculiar kind of fubtile pungent penetrating tafte.'' Its virtue is

extracted both by water and
3 »- h the povidcY in fubft

luppofed to be more effectual than either the decodion or tiudu
The watery decodtion, on fnil tailing, f
peculiar pungency of the root quickly difc

b e

fpreading throu^-h
the fauces, or exciting a copious difchargc of faliva, and freq

Linnasus obferves, a fhort cough : thofe to whom I have direded
medicine, have generally found a little Madeira mod elTeaual for

removing its tafte fi'om the mouth, and making it fit eafy
ftomach. A tindure of the root, in redilied fpirit, is of more fiery

pungency, extremely durable in the mouth and throat, and apt to

promote vomiting or reaching.'" Rattlefnake-root was firft intro-

duced to the attention of phyficians about fixty years ago, by Dr.

1 Tennent,'' whofe intercourfe with the Indian nations led him
to difcover that they poifefled a fpecitlc medicine againil the poifon

of the rattlefnake,!! which, in confequence of a fuitable reward, was
revealed to him, and found to be the root of this olant, w^hich the

t. Indians employed both internally and externally." Cafes afterwards

occurred, by which he w^as fully convinced of the efficacy of this

medicine from his own experience. And as the Dodor obferved,

fpec

Sap

Bit^. Ed. 7. n. K. See Ho-t. K

596
Lewis, M. M. p. siS. «» See his Phyftcal Difqmfitions, P. 2. Lond. l-JZS'

I
A fortiori,^ It is prefumed to cure the poifonous effcds of other ferpents, as being

lefs virulent. S

C o\ub •P
fis

\ yulnerabatur fub gravifTimoruai fyprntomatum fatcilitio, fed duabus unice dofibus ab ill.

L Amxi, Acad. vol. vi. p. 214
Ciiewed ^and applied to the wound, or in the form of a cataplafm

th

\
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pleurctic or penpneiimonic fyinptoms j
by the aaion of this polfon, he hence inferred, that the R

^ ^ ' remedy in difeafes of this kind

ally produced

be an iifeful

pleurifi

e

accordingly tried in

feveral of the French
timony of its good effed:g

fnal

It

ademicians and oth

nly by Tennent himfelf/ but by
md others,^ who all unite in tnf^11 unite in f-

^ , , , ,

however, in many of thefe cafes, recourfe
was had to the lancet, and even the warmed advocates for the Seneka
fay that m the true pleurify repeated bleeding is at the fame time^not

be negleded. The repute which this root obtained in
monic afFe<fl; duced fome employ

peripneu-

inflammatory
diforders, in which it proved ferviceable, particularly in rheumatifm
It has alio been prefcribed with much fuccefs in dropfies ' and th

the more eafily credit from its effed^au tixc uiuic ccuiiy uicuii irom Its elledts m mcrealing the diff
fecretions, for it is remarked that it produces a plentiful fpitting;
creafes perfpiration and urine, and frennpnfW r.nro-Ac ^. ,.^_:.rcreafes perfp and urine frequently purges or vomits

m
It

is likewife reported to be a medicine of great power, in rendering the
fizinefs of the blood more fluid ; De Haen however brings a ftrono-
fadt to contradia this opinion "^ ^" r

. . . . ^
^ bThe ufual dofe is from one fcrupl

two of the powder, or two or three fpoonfuls of a decodion, prepared
by boihng an ounce of the root in a pint and a half of water till it is
reduced to one pint.

t
ftr

f See his Ef on the Pleur'ify, Philad. 1736 njile to Dr. Mead,

739> ^ 1744

4

De Jeffieu, Du Hamel, Bouuvart, for which kQ Mem. 'cleTAcad. de P.

h

^K i73viQ9
Noric. 174T. p. 362. Sarcone Gefchichte d. Krankh. in Neapel, Tom. L p. 108.D

, . r
1 r -'u , .

^-' " ^^ ^^^^ had fome inftances of its bein;;
uietul, efpecially where it operated by producing fweat.'» M. M. vol. it. p. 533.

* Bouvart. 1. c.

^cysi vol. a. p. 1 7 8

Mackenzie, Med. Ohf. ^ Inq. vol. ii. p. 288, See alfo Perc

* Ratio Medend. Pt 4. ^» 252.

15
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JUNIPERUS SABINA. COMMON SAVIN.

/

€iC

.
STNONTMA, Sablna. Pharm. Lond, ^ Edmk

Varietates funt,f .

r

Sabina folils Cuprefli. Baub. Fin. p, 487. Sablna baccifera.

Bauh. Hift. vol up, 288. Gerard. Emac. p, 1376. Sabina bac-

cifera major. Park. Theat. p. 1026. Cedrus baccifera frudu

minore casruleo. Raii Hift. p. 14 15. Jiiniperus foliis cauli ad-

preiTis lanceolatis, alterne conjugatis. Hal. Stlrp. Helv. lu 1662.

^ Sabina folio Tamarifci Diofcoridis. Bauh. Pin. p. 487. Sabina

fterilis. Gerard. Emac. p. 1378. Sabina vulgaris. Park. Theat.

. 1027. Raii PTift. p. 14 1
5. ^io,^^^ Gracorum.

\

Clafs Dioecia. Ord. Monadelphia. Lin. Gen. Plajit. 11^^.

E^ Gen. Ch. Ma s c. Ainenti Calyx fquamse. Cor. o. Stam. 3.

Fem. 6*<3'/. 3-partitus. Petala 2^. Styli 2,' Bacca
r

3-fperma, tribus tiiberculis calycis inasqualis.

Sp. CL J. foliis oppofitis eredis decurrentibus : oppofitioiiibus

pyxidatis.
'

'

'-'

- '^ ^

THIS fbrub rlfes but a few feet in height: it is covered with a

leddifh brown bark,and fends offmany branches,which are numeroull^

fubdivided : the leaves are numerous, fmall, ered, oppofite, firm, and

wholly inveft the younger branches, which they terminate in iharp

points
:

" the flowers are male and female on different plants
:
the

N

s*-.

[yces of the maleflowers ftand in a conical catkin, which coniiits or

:ommon fpike-flalk, in which three oppofite flowers are placed in a

pie rov^-, and a tenth flower at the end. At the bafe of each flower

a broad ^oxtfcale fixed laterally to^ a columnar pedicle :
there is

no corolla : the filaments in the terminating flower are three, taper

t Thefe two varieties are precifely the fame as thofe noticed by Diofcorides.

1 t>

See

L. I. C
/ z
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ing, united at^ the bottom into one body, and furniilied with fimple

antherse, but in the lateral flowers the filaments are fcarcely percep-

tible, and the antherce are fixed to the fcale of the calyx ; the calyx of
xhtfemakfGivers is compofed of three fmall permanent fcaly fegments,

growing to the germen : the petals are three, ftiff, fharp, permanent

:

the germen fupports three ftyles, fiipplied with fimple liigmata : the

fruit is a roundiih flefhy berry, marked with tubercles, which are the

vefliges of the petals and calyx ; when ripe the berry is of a blacldfh

purple colour, and contains three fmall hard irregular fl-iaped feeds.

It flowers in May and June.

Savin is a native of the South of Europe and the Levant : it has
been long cultivated in our gardens," and from producing male and
female fiov/ers on feparate plants it was formerly diftinguiflied into

the barren and berry bearing Savin : the latter of thefe our
reprefents. " The leaves and tops of Savin have a moderately
ftrons; fmell of the difap:reeable kincl, and a hot, bitteriih, acrid tafl:e

:

they give out great part of their adive matter to watery liquors, and
the whole to redihed fpirit. Diftilled with w^ater they yield a larg

quantity of efl^ential oil." Decodions of the leaves, freed from the

yolatile principle by infpiifation to the confiftence of an extrad, retain

fiderable fliare of their pungency and warmth along with their

bitternefs, and have fome degree of fmell, but not refembling that of
the plant itfelf. On infpifl^ating the fpirituous tindure, there remains
an extrad, confifting of two diftind fubflances, of which one is

yellow, unduous or oily, bitteriih, and very pungent ; the other black

pungent, and fubaft
>>

^

Savin is a powerful and adive medicine, and has been long reputed
the mofl: efficacious in the Materia Medica, for producing a determi-

nation to the uterus, and thereby proving emmenagogue \^ it heats,

and fl;imulates the whole fyftem very confiderably, and is faid to pro-
mote the fluid fecrctions.

» Cultivated in 1562. Turn. herb, part 2. fol. 124. Alton's Hort. Kczo\.

^ For the male inflorefcence of this genus^ fee the next plate, viz. n. 95.
* From thirty-two ounces Floffman obtained five ounces of this effential oil, in which

the whole virtue of the plant feems to refide.

Berg^us ftates its virtus to be emmenagogaj abortiens, diuretica, fanguinem movens.
Mat. Med. p. 814.

li
Lewis Mat. Med

"^ The



^
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t

The power which this plant poflcfTes in openbg uterhie obflruc-

tlons is confidered to be fo great, that we are told it has been fie-
'

quently employed, and with too much fuccefs, for purpofes the moft

infamous and unnatural." It feems probable however that its eiTeds

in this way have been fomewhat over rated, as it is found very fre,

quently to fail as an- emmenagogue, though this, in fome meafure

may be afcribed to the fmallnefs of the^dofe^ in which it has beeu

ufually preferibed by phyficians ; for Dr. Cullen obferves '' that

Savin is a very acrid and heatmg fubftance, and I have been often

upon account of thefe qualities, prevented from employing it in

the quantity perhaps necelTary to render it emmenagogue. I muft

own however that it fliows a more powerful determination to the

uterus than any other plant I have employed ; but I have been

frequently difappointcd in this, and its heating qualities always

require a great deal of caution." ' Dr. Home appears to have had

very great fuccefs with this medicine, for in five cafes of amenorrhoea

which occurred at the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh, four were cured

by the Sabina,^ which he gave in powder from a fcruple to a dram

twice a day. He fays it is well fuited to the debile, but improper in

plethoric habits, and therefore orders repeated bleedings before its

exhibition. Externally Savin is recommended as an efcharotic to foul

ulcers, fyphillitic, warts, &c.''
,

4

• Hinc in uterine fluxu ciendo adeo potens, qua vi abufae fubinde feruntur communi fere

cfFato, a Galeno inde tempore deduito, fceleftae matres ad abortum excitandum, fed

baud abfque proprio vitae periculo vel ante partum vel rriox poft iftum. (Storch Hcbam-

nienb. p. 220.) ' Sufpe^tae huic naturae fubfcripfit judicium Facultatis medicae Lipfienfis*

(Ammann. med. crit. p. 42, See Murray App. Med. vol. /. p. 42. And Haller 1. c.

^ M. M. vol. //. p. 566. « Clinical ExperimentSj p. 387. ^ Fabre^ -M7/. vmen

T. u p. 365.

/

;

4

JUNIPERUS COMMUNIS

I
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JUNIPERUS COMMUNIS. ' COMMON JUNIPER

/

STNONTMA, Juniperus. • Phann, Lond, ^ Edinh. Junipems
vulgaris fmticofa. Bauh. Fin. p. 488. Juniperus vulgaris. FarL
Theat. p. 1028. Gerard. Emac. p. 1372. Rail Hi

ft. p. 141 1.

Synop. p. 44. Juniperus foliis convexo-concavis, ariftatis, baccis '

ffilibii 3
.

Hal. Stifp. Ilelv. n. 1661. Iliidfoji. Flor. Aug,

p. 436. ^Withermg. BoL Arrang. /. 1 1 29. Mill, illuji. ic.

L

;

' X

/3 Juniperus foliis ternis patentibus, acutioribus, ramis eredioribus,
'

I

'

bacca longioribus. • Mill. Di£i. Swedifh Juniper.
i

, .
»

Y Juniperus minor montana, folio latiore, fruduque longiore. Bauh,

Fin. 489. . Procumbent Juniper«

r

Clafs Dioecia. Ord. Monadelphia. Lin. Gen. Plant. 11 34
%

Eff. Gen. Ch. Masq. Jjnenti Calyx fquamas. Cvr. o. Statu. 3.

.
Eem. C^/.3-partitus. P^/^/^7 3. Styli'^. ^^f<:^'3-fperma,

tribus tuberculis calycis insequalis.

\

Sp. Ch.
J. foliis ternis patentibus mucronatis bacca longioribus.

\
1

THIS fpecies ufually rifes much higher than the Sabina; it is

covered with brov/nifii bark, and divides into many branches ; the
leaves are very numerous, Jong, narrow, pointed, of a deep greeij
colour, and ftand in ternaries : the flowers are male and fern
different plants, and anfwer to the defcription of thofe which we
have given of Juniperus Sabina:"* the berries conlinue two years
upon^ the tree before they become perfedly ripe, when they are of a
blackifh colour, round, filled with a brownifh pulp, and each contain \

wf the Sabina we ought to have remarked, that the eflentlal oil and the watery ex-
fli

N 20. 3 u
a compoiitus,

three
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three irregular hard feeds. It grows in feveral heathy parts of England

and flowers in May

V

Juniper is fuppdfed to be the a^«i'9o^ of the ancients, who dlftia-

giiiihed it into two kinds.^ Both the tops and berries of this plant

direded for ufe in our Pharmacopoeias, but the latter are ufually

preferred, and are ^ht to hielly from Holland and hal

They have a moderately ftrong not difagreeable fmell, and

pungent fweetifh tafte, which if they are long chewed or previoufly

well bruifed, is followed by a confiderable bitternefs. The fwe

appears to refid m the J
or foft pulpy part of the berry; the

bitternefs, in the feeds : and th om fl m ly veficl

fpread throughout the fubftance both of the pulp and the feeds, ;

diftinguifhable even by the eye. The frefh berries yield, on expreffi

d

*

rich fweet honey-like aromatic j
if previoufly powdered fo

thoroughly break the feeds, which is not^^done without great dilE

ulty, the j P tart and b The fa diffe

obfervable alfo in tindures and infufions made from the dry b

according as the berry is taken entire or thoroughly bruifed They

g out rly all their virtue both to water dified

Diftilled with water they yield a yellowifb effential oil,

and pungent, in fmell greatly refembling the berr

ery fiibt

quantity (if

they have been fufficiently bruifed) about one ounce from forty

decodti piiTated to the onfift of a rob or extrad, has

pleafant, balfamic, fweet tafte, with a greater or lefs degree of bitter

ilhnefs. A part of the flavour of the berries arifes alfo in diftill
'^-"'

with red:ifled fp

fubftances

:

the fpifl^ated tindur onfifts of two diftina

one

aromatic
?5 C

ily and fweet ; the other tenacious. refln and

Thefe b are

alfo

hiefly ufed for th diuretic effed they •e

onfidered to be ftomachic, carmmati\ and diapho

Ij
The odour of the J ]y fragrant, was, by V

b

i3
folet efle gravis cantantibus umbra :

Tuniperi gravis umbra : noceht & - ^^
-^ ^ ^ V EcL. X. V. 75

b See Plinv. L r/>. 25. G

tlie perforations made by infers
J

Sandrach, known alfo by the r

; it exudes through the crevices

«= Lewis, Mat, Med, p, 362

of

Of

\

^
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5of tile efficacy of Juniper berries in many hydropical alTedions,

we have various relations by phyficians of great authority, as D
Verney, Hoffman, Boerhaave, and his" iliuftrious commentator,.

Baron VanSwieten, &c. Authors however feem not to be perfedly

agreed which preparation of the Juniper is moft efhcacious, many pre-

fer the rob or infpiffated decod:ioni but Dr. Cullcn obferves,* that this-

is an inert medicine, alleging that the eiTeritial oil muft be almoft=

ly diffipated by the boiling;^ for to this oil, which is much:

the fame as that of turpentine, only of a more agreeable odour, he

y

thinks all the virtues afcribed to the different parts "of Juniper are to,-

be referred. Hoffman, on the contrary, flrongly recommends the

rob, and declares it to be of great ufe in debility of the ftomach and

intefiines ; and he experienced it to be particularly ferviceable to fuch.,

old people as are fubje(5t to thefe diforders, or labour under a diiEculty

with regard to the urinary excretion ; from hence it appears, that the

berries ftill retain medicinal powers, though deprived of the flimu-

lating effeds of the efTential oil.*^ But as the Juniper is now feldom-

if ever relied upon for the cure of droplies, and only called to the

aid of more powerful remedies, it is-juftly obferved by a modern

author, that " perhaps one of the beft forms under which the. berries

can be ufed is that of a fimple infufion. This either by itfelf, or with

the addition of a little gin, is a very ufeful drink for hydropic patients.'

Medical writers have alfo fpoken of the utility of Juniper in nephritic

cafes, uterine obflrudions, fcorbutic affedions, and fome cutaneous

difeafes, and in the two laft mentioned complaints, the wood and tops

^

e

of the plant are faid to have been employed with more advantag

the b

We are told by Linnseus,^ that the Laplanders drink infufions of

the Juniper berries as we do tea and coffee, and that the Swedes pre-

* A^. M. vol. a. p
i

J
fm

Jump, ifeii. add. fpirit. bacc. Junip. lii. Q^iandoque fpiritus nitri dulcis \k ad

ftt'un fcdandaavadditur. Comment, in Boerh. aph.T. 4. p. 258. Of this mixture one or

two ounces were given every three hours. ^ Duncan A^t?z;c; Ed. Dtjpenj. p

bf ft
Bacca

dluretica, nutriensj diaphoretica." M. M. p. ?>io,

e Flor, Lapp. p. 301. They are likewife known to afford a pleafant wine. See^ Du
Hamej, ./fr^m, T.i.p./Z2S

pare

V
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pare a beer from them, m great eflimation for its diuretic and ant*
Our Pharmacopoeias dlred the efiential oil and a

fcorbutic ouaUties.

ops:
fpirituous diilillation of the Juniper berries, to be kept in the Hi

the former, in dofes of two or three drops, is found to be an d&]vp
and llimulating medicine the latter contains this oil, and
fome other aromatic feeds united to the fpirit, and therefore

not confic fro the

/'

genume geneva imported from Holland
;

but there is great reafon to believe, that the gin.ufually fold here
''

frequently nothing but the common fumentacious fpirit, imbued with
turpentine, or other materials to give it a flavour.

r£r;3Xi.:L.-s:?32sr:tf:c: .1^^

f \
'

VALERIANA OFFICINALIS.
I \

OFFICINAL VALERIAN.

I'

STNONTMA, Valeriana fylveflris. Pharm, Lond, l^ Edink

Valeriana fylveflris major. Baiih» tin, p. 164. Gerard, Emac.p,

Park, Theat. p. 122. Raii Hiji, p, 0,^^* Syitop. p. 200,1075-

Valeriana foliis pinnatis, pinnis dentatis. Hal, H'lfl. Sthp, Helv.n,

1 1 o. Valeriana officinalis.

Bot, Arr, p, 2)^, Flor, Daft. p. 570

Hudfon, Flor^ Aug, p, 12. Withering,

J *

^

«e
Foliis anguftioribus*

N. Clafs Triandria. Ord, Monogynia. Lin, Gen, Plant. 44.

^ %

^ Gen, Ch, Cal, o. Cor. i-petala, bafi hinc gibba, fupera. Bern, i.

Sp, Ch. V. floribus triandris, foliis omnibus pinnatis.

V

£bre
THE root is perennial, confifting of

/

number of fimple

upright, fmooth,

nd, branched, and rifes from "two to four feet in

height

v^hich unite at their
%

[led, roi

the lea

origin th

I gre

ftalk is

on the ft

fheathes; they are comppfed of fe

placed in pairs upon fh broad
/

tated
t

eined, fmooth pinnae, with an odd
fhaped, partially den-

the end, which is

the

*-.
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ged arger, Hand upon long footftalks

and the pinnae are elliptical, and deeply ferrated : the fl

fpear-ihaped and pointed : the flowers are fmall, of a white or purplifli

colour, and terminate the ftem and branches in large bunches ; there

is no calyx, or only a fmall narrow rim : the corolla confifts of a

narrow tube, fomewhat fweiled on the under fide, and divided at the

limb into five obtufe fegments : the three filaments are tapering,

longer than the corolla, and furnifhed with round anthers : the ger-

men is placed beneath the corolla, and fupports a flender ftyle, fhorter

than the filaments, and terminated by a thick bearded ftip;ma : the
pfule is crowned with a radiated feather, and contains one feed of

an oblong fhape. It flowers in June, and commonly grows about
hedges and woods.

The narrower-leaved variety of this fpecies of Valerian, which
does not exceed two feet in height, and affeds dry heaths and high
paftures, is juftly in more repute than the other ; its roots manifeft

ftronger fenfible qualities, and confequently pofl"efs more medicinal

pov/er; their fmell is ftrong, and has been compared to that of a
mixture of aromatics with fetids ; their tafle unpleafantly warm,
bitterilh, and fubacrid. " The powdered root, infufed in water or /

digefted in rectified fpirit, impregnates both menfl:rua flrongly with
its fmell and tafte. Water diftilled from it fmells confiderably of the

root, but no efl^ential oil feparates, though feveral pounds be fub-

xnitted to the operation at once."

Valerian is fuppofed to be the ?*« of Diofcorides and Galen,* by
tvhom it is mentioned as an aromatic and diuretic : it was firfl brought
into eftimation in convulfive affediions by Fabius Columna," who
relates that he cured himfelf of an epilepfy by the root of this plant

;

we are told however, that Columna fufFered a relapfe of the diforder,

and no further accounts of the efficacy of Valerian in epilepfy followed

till thofe publifhed by Dominions Panarolus " fifty years afterwards,

t Lewis, M. M.
.

^ Grsecls (pa efle credo, a c^v abominantis : olet enim radix felinum quid, non tamen fine

Hoff. "Th rats are alfo faid to be

equally fond of thefe roots, and that rat-catchers employ them to draw the rats together.'

Withering, Lc "
•» Phytobafamos Neapol. 1592. />. 97.

logifm. s. medicin, hift. pentac, quinque Rom, 1643. ^^^i^^' ^' ^kf' ZZ'

P

No. 20 X in
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in which three cafes of its fuccefs are given. To thefe may be
added many other inftances of the good effeds of Valerian root ii>

this difeafe, fmce puhHilied by Cruger/ Schuchmann," Riverius ^

Sylvius/ Marchant,'* Chomel/ Sauvages,'' Tiffot,' and others.

The advantages faid to be derived from this root in epilepfy caufed
It to be tried in feveral other complaints termed nervous, particularly

thofe produced by increafed mobility and irritability of the nervous
fyftem, in which it has been found highly ferviceable.'^ B
ftates its virtus to be antifpafmodic, diaphoretic,

oj.gms n

emmenagogLie,,
diuretic, anthelminthic* Under the head uftis he enumerates Epilepfia

Convulfiones, Hyfteria, Hemicrania," Vifus hebetudo. Dr. Cullen fays

" its antifpafmodic powers are very well eftablifhed, and I truft to-

many of the reports that have been given of its efficacy ; and if it

has fometimes failed, I h^ve juft now accounted for it,** adding only

that it feems to me, in almoft all cafes, it fhould be

On
given UT

this footing, I have fre-

this;

larger dofes than is commonly done.

quently found it ufeful in epileptic, hyfteric, and other fpafmodic

afFed:ions."'^ It is faid however, that in fome cafes of epilepfy at the

Edinburgh Difpenfary, it was given to the extent of two ounces a-

day without effed j' and our own experience warrants us in lliying,.

Eph. Nat. Cur. D A. 7. Ohf. 78

Eph. Nat. Cur. Dec. 2. A. 4. Ohf. 44. f. Ii6. ^ App. ad Dec. 3. A. 3- />. 86

/

Med. Lib. i. p. 62 s Operayp 427

/ Jcad. d. Sc. de Paris-, 1706. p. 333

PL Ufuelh P
k NofoL Mi r. p. 231. Ed. 8

Tra'tte de Pepilepfie^ p
m H

frequenter cum bono eventu hac radice ufus fum ; at in ipfa epilepfiaj non malo fucceffu*

p. Helv. n. 210. Mat. Med. p
He " Emeticam illam nunquam vidi, nee laxantem,'' Th

ry

Fordyce commends it highly De Hemicrania^ p
Whytt wKo

^

Pfy' ^^ Nerv. Dif. p* $1

Mortran found it ufeful in refolving^ p-landular or ftrumous

princ. p

employed in an improper condition.

different caufes^ and fro being frequently

fl

Mat, Med, vol. ii, />. 37 New Ed, Difpenf, by Dr. Duncan, /». ZOO.

^ that

\

, f
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Wl111 be feldom found fwer

fcriber T root, in fubft

:he expeda
ft efFedual

s

d

of the pre

IS

g
powder from a fcruple to~ a dram Its

ay be concealed by a fmall add
• •

of

pleafant fl

A tindure of Va
leriari proof fpirit, and in volatile fpirit, are ordered in the London
Pharmacopoeia N

/

MARRUBRUM VULGARE. COMMON WHITE
HOREHOUND. /

S TNO NTMA. Marrubium. Fharin, Lojid. ^ Edlnb. Marrublum

album vulgare. Bauh. Fin. p. 230. Fark. T ĥeat. p. 44. Mar-

rubium album. Gerard Einac. p. 6g2,' Fan Hift. p. ^$6. Synop,

Marrubium dentibus calycinis denis, recurvis. Hal. Stirp,239

Helv. n. 258. Hiidfon. Flor. Arig. p. 260^ Withering. Bot. Arrange

/. 617.

/

Clafs namia. Ord. Gymnofpermia. Lin. Gen. Flant. 721
L>

FJf. Gen. Ch. Cal. hypocateriformis, rigidus lo-'ilriatus. Corollcs

lab. fup. 2-fidum, lineare, redum.

* ¥

\ Sp. Ch. M. dentibus calycinis fetaceis uncinatis

THE
ftalks

peren and furnifhed with numerous fibres th

upright, ftrong, fq hairy downy, and rife abo

thick

foot and a half in height : the leaves are round iih or oblong, deeply

ferrated, veined, wrinkled, hoary, and ftand in pairs up
broad footftalks ; the flower

the footftalks of the leaves

:

wh d produced in whorls

I leaves : the calyx is tubular, fcored, and divided

at the mouth into ten narrow fegments, which are hooked at the end :

the corolla is monopetalous, gaping, compreiTed, confifting of a cylin-

drical tube, opening at the mouth into two lips : the upper lip is

narrow, and cloven or notched y the under lip is broader, refleaed,

and

/
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and divided into three fegments, the middlemoft of which is hroad
d flightly fcolloped at the end ; the lateral fegments are ipcar-lhaped

and Ihort: the filaments are two long and two Ihort, fupplied with
fimple anther.x, which are concealed in the tube : the germen is di-
vided into four parts, from which iffues a flender flyle, furnifhed with
a cloven ftigma : the feeds are four, of an oblong fliape. It p;rows

the fides of roads and rubbifh, and flowers in J
" The leaves of Horehound have a moderately flrong fmell of the

aromatic kind, but not agreeable, which by drying is improved and
in keeping for fome months is in great part difTipated : their tafte is

very bitter, penetrating, diffufive, and durable in the mouth." .
" The

dry herb gives out its virtue both to watery and fpirituous menftrua:
on infpillating the watery infufion, the fmell of the Horehound
wholly exhales, and the remaining extrad proves a ftrong and almoft

£avourlefs bitter : redified fpirit carries off likewife greatefl part of

the flavour of the herb, leaving an extrad: in lefs quantity than that

obtained by water, and of more penetrating bitternefs."
^

This plant is the n^^cnov of the ancients, by whom it is greatly ex-

tolled for its eflicacy in removing obilrudions of the lungs and other

vifcera.'' It has chiefly been employed in humoural aflihmas," obftinate

coughs, and pulmonary confumptions ;'' infl:ances are alfo mentioned

of its fuccefsful ufe in fcirrhous afledions of the liver,*' jaundice,^

cachexies, and menfl;rual fupprefllons/

^ That Horehound poflefl^es fome fhare of medicinal power may be

inferred from its fenfible qualities, '^ but its virtues do not appear to

Lewis, M. M. p. ^11. ^ Diofcorides, Lib. nu c. 119. See alfo PUny, Lib. xx. c. 22.

Rhazes ad Manfor. 3. n. 42. Particularly, infarctions of the lungs and difficulty

of breathing from vifcid mucous. ,

f'ofecke^ Arzneym. p. 382. Lange, Mifccll. vent, med, />. 5"/•
^ Alex, TralUan. Lib. v. Vide Qlfus, Lib. Hi. cap. 22. Caellus Aurelianus, Morb.

chron. Lib. ii. p. 423. De Haen Rat. Mcdend, P. iv. p. 252. But he and Halkr

often found it fail j the latter fays, Ego quidem in morbis fimilibus cum difficili fputorum

excreatione infufum aquofum utiliter dedi : & in phthifi fatis profe6ta femel vidi utile

fuifTe, non autem in aliis exemplis : potius vero mihi movere videtur, quam reprimere. I.e.

Zacutus Lufitanus, Prax. admir. Lib. 2. Obf 48. ChomeJ, UJuell. T. i.p- 232.

Forreft. Op. Lib. 19. Obf. 19. & 40. « Borellus, Hift. et Ohferv. Cent. iv. p. 14'

Taken in confiderable quantities it is faid to loofcn the bod;'

be
'\
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/

he clearly afcertamed,'' and tlie

far depreciated J
th It

der it formerly obtained is fo

dram of dry powd
rely prefcribed by phyfl

two or three ounces of

A

exprefled juice, or an infufion of half a handful of the frefli leave

e

have been direded for a dof
3

the common people, with whom it is ilill a f

This laft mode is ufually pradifed by
e

& daflh
remedy

P
/ Hyfteria, Afthma pituitofum.

emmenagoga, dluretica. ZJj'

/

i « It has had the reputation of a peroral : but in many trials, its virtues In that way-
have not been obferved ; and in feveral cafes it has been judged hurtful.^ For its ufe in
Afthma and Phthifis, and for its power in refolving indurations of the liver, I confider
the authorities of Forreftus, Zacutus Lufitanus, and Chomel, to be very infufScient i

and the events they have afcribed to it feem to be very improbable.'* Culkn Mat. MecL
P

^^•-^ ^W**,^^.

^

k^fr^ ^'^-tfv'^ 4h i-^ ^A^m.

ASTRAGALUS TRAGACANTHA
\

goat's THORN
MILK VETCH.

/. «
^ ^

Ex hac planta exudat Gummi Tragacantha. Fharm, Lond, ^ Edink

STNONTMA. Aflrao-alus aculeatus fruticoihs Maffilienfis. FluL
yllm. p. Go, Tragacantha. Bauh, Pi?u p, o^^'^, Tragacantha, five

fpina hirci. Gerard Emac. p, 1328. Tragacantha vera. Park
Theat. p, 995. Tragacantha Maffdienfis. J. Bauh^^BiJl, i. p, 407.
Rail H'lft, p. 933. Du Hamd^ Traite des ArhreSy t» u» p, 343.
Tourneforty Voyage du Levani\ t, i, p, 21.

V

Clafs Diadelphia. Ord. Decandria. Lin, Gen, Plant. ^^2,

EJf, Gen. Ch. Legumen biloculare, gibbum.

^/. Ch. A. caudice arborefcente, petiolis fpinefcentibus.

THE root is perennial, long, tapering, and fibrous : the flems
are fhrubby, ihort, thick, branched, procumbent, clothed with brown

No. 20. 3 Y rigid

> )
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tea

rigid fibres, and befet with long fliarp fpines : the leaves are plnnn
confiiling of about eight pairs of fmall oblong pinnule or | ^r

*

which are attached to a llrong fpinous perfiftenrfootftalk 'or m'T n
the flowers are large, of a pale yellow colour, and terminate

^^'

branches in clofe clufters
: the calyx is tubular and divided at the

3

fxve fliarp teeth : the corolla is of the papilionaceous kind

the

rim

con^
lifting of a vexlllim or upper petal, which is longer than the others^
flraight, blunt, refleded at the fides^ and notched at the end • two
d<:t or lateral petals, which are of an oblong form, and a carina q>x
keel-fliaped under-petal

: the filaments are ten, nine of which are
ted, and one feparate : the antherac are fmall and round : the eer-

rnen is long and roundifh : the flyle tapering, and furniflied with a
blunt ftigma: the feeds are kidney-fliaped, and contained in a two-
celled pod. It flowers from May till July.,,

This plant was cultivated in England in the time of Parkinfon,

(1640) :
it is a native of Afiatic Turkey, and the Southern parts of

Europe, particularly of Italy, Sicily, and Crete. Tournefort dif

U

mp

d it^ growing plentifully about Mount Ida,'' where he examined
the plant in the month of July, when both the bark and wood were
found diftended with gum Tragacanth, which by the intenfity of the

fun's heat forces its way through the bark, and concretes into irregular

pieces, bent into a variety of ihapes, and

larger or fmaller In proportion to its quantity, and the fize of the

wounds from whence it iiTues. This gum is imported here chleilj

from Turkey : it varies in its colour; but that moll efleemed is white,

femitranfparent, dry, yet fomewhat foft to the touch.

of the produdicn of this gum
diflers in fome refpeds from that of Tournefort*s. He fays, that he

vifited Mount Lebanon in Augufl, 1786, the feafon when the gum

Tragacanth is colleded : he then found the fnecies of Aftragahis

M. de la B

which afforded it^ to be different from that figured and defcribed b/

a Voyage^ T. i. p. 21.

>> See Defcriptlon d'une nouvelle efpece d'aftragale, qui produit au Liban la gommz

adragant, Hi/i, de PJcacLR. des Saen, du j6 Dec, 1788. etRozier^ Obfcrv.fur laphJn''-^

'pour Janvie^y 1 790.
^ w

T *

Tournefort,

>.. •J
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Tournefort,^ and confequently not the Tragacantha of Llnnsus.' He
diCis the opinion of Tournefort, who attributes the flowin

/

of the gum to the contradion of the fibres of the bark, occafioned
by the intenfity of the folar heat; obferving that it is only during the
night, or when the fun is obfcured by clouds, that the gum iflhes
from the plant, and that the ilune has been remarked at Crete.

" Gum Tragacanth differs from all other known gums, in giving -

thick confidence to a much larger quantity of water;* and in bein
much more difficukly diffoluble, or rather diffolYing only imperfedly.
Put into v/ater, it flowly imbibes a great quantity of the liquid, fwells
into a large volume, and forms a foft but not fluid mucilage : if more
water be added, a fluid folution maybe obtained by agitation, but the
'•quor looks turbid and wheyifh ; "and on ftanding the mucilage fub

fc>

^ «.j.i\^ iiiLi^.ixa.i'

fides, the limpid water on the furface retaining little of the gum:"4*
nor does the mixture of gum arabic promote their union.

The demulcent qualities of this gum are to be confidered as fimilar
to thofe of gum arabic :

' it is feldom given alone, but frequently in
combination with more powerful medicines, efpecially in the form of
troches,^ for which it is peculiarly well adapted. It gives name to

officinal powder, and is an ingredient in the compound powder
of cerufs

The
that of Libanon is yellow j the leaves of the firft are downy, of the fecond they are
fmooth. The flowers of one are red, thofe of the other are of a pale yellow. From hence-
he infers that there are various fpecies of Aftragalus which produce gum tragacanth.

Tra
Multo fortius eft hoc ffummi, quam G

Arab. unc. 8 ad eundem elFeaum prseftandum. Berg. M. M. p

G
G

d

<^ Edin. Difpen. p, 179

fix

M.M,
Obfe

\
See p. 189. Bergius fays, Virtus: dc

la, Diarrbcea, Stranguria. /. c. p'. 62
Ufi

L-o

\
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PANAX QJJINQUEFOLIUM. GINSENG.

X TN 1/TMA Ginfeng. F/jarm, Lond, Esf Edhih

3.38 Aureliana canadenfis

preckufe plante dc Ginfeng. P
.42. Catejhy s Car

• 35- F'^g' ^d. p,

Gingfeng f. Ninfm oiE

Gin-feng Chinenfibus. 7,

Rail Hlft.p^

Lafteau in Memoires cojicernant la

Et Hijl. de L'Acad. 171 8.

Breyn. in Prod, rar, pi, 2.

Araliaflrum foliis ternis quinquepartitis

Ehret, tahuL a Trew^ t. G.fg. i.

6

718

[6.

Pi?/7. Tranf, vol

Conf. Des lettrcs edifiantes ^ curieufcs^ torn, x.

quinquefolii folio, majus Ninfm^vocatum. Fall, Sex, 43

vin, p. 237

Araliaflrum
I

Clafs Polygamia. ^ Ord, Dioecia. Lin, Gen, Plant, 11 65.

Gen. Cb, PIermaphrod, Umbella. C<^/. 5-dentatus, fuperus.

Cor, 5-petala. Stam, 5. /S*/j// 2, Bacca difperma.

1 ^ V «i

Masc, Umbella. C^/. integer. C(?r. 5-petaIa.. aS/^^;??. 5.

<

^
. C/j'. P. foliis ternis quinatis

THE root is perennial, fmall, wrinkled, brancbed, of a pale yel-

lowifh colour, and fends off many fhort llender fibres : the ftalk is

ered, fmooth, round, fimple, tinged of a deep purple colour, and above

a foot in height: the leaves arife with the flower item from a thick

joint at the extremity of the ilalk ; they are generally three, but

' . --.

fometimes more, of the digitated kind, each dividing into five fimple

leaves, which are of an irregular oval fliape, ferrated, veined, pomted,

fmooth, of a deep green colour above, and ftand upon lliort footftalks

proceeding from a common petiolus, which is long, round, and almolt

/

The plant formerly known by -this name is now underflood to be the Sion iN'"

of Linnaeus,
ered:
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ered : the flowers are white, produced in a roundlfh terminal umbel,
and are hermaphrodite or male on feparate plants : the former, which
we have figured, ftand in clofe fimple umbels : the involucrum confifts

of feveral fmall, tapering, pointed, permanent leaves ; the proper calvx
is tubular, and divided at the rim into five fmall teeth : the corolla
confifts of five petals, which are fmall, oval, equal, and reflexed

:

the filaments are five, fhort, and furniihed with fimple anthers : the
men is roundifh, placed below the corolla, and fupports two fhort

cred ftyles, crowned by fimple fligmata : the fruit is an umbilicated
iwo-celled berry, each containing a fingle irregularly heart-fhaped
feed. The flowers appear in June.

Ginfeng was formerly fuppofed to grow only in Chinefe Tartary,
affeding mountainous fituations, fhaded by clofe woods ; but it has
now been long known that this plant is alfo a native of North America,
whence M. Sarrafm tranfmitted fpecimens of it to Paris in the year
1704;' and the Ginfeng fmce difcovered in Canada, Penfylvania,
and Virginia by Lafiteau,= Kalm,' Bartram,^ and others, has been found
to correfpond exadly with the Tartarian fpecies, and its roots are now
regularly purchafed by the Chinefe, who confider them to be the fame
as thofe of eaflern growth, which are known to undergo a certain
preparation, whereby they affume an appearance fomewhat different.
For it is faid that in China the roots are wafhed and foaked in a
decodion of rice, or millet-feed, and afterwards expofed to the fleam
of the liquor, by which they acquire a greater firmnefs and clearne'fs
than in their natural flate.* The plant was firfl introduced into
England in 1 740 by that induflrious naturalifl Peter Collinfon,' and
our figure was drawn from a good fpecimen, growing in the Royal
Botanic garden at Kew.
The dried root of Ginfeng, as imported here, is fcarcely the thick-

neis of the little finger, about three or four inches long, frequently-

ly of Sciences, in the hiftory of
b

L. c. d

publifhed in 17 18. See p. 44

Rofa til N. America^ t. in. p. 334. « Comm, Nor. 1741. /. 36

Hort. Kew
,

* The Chlnei;
thofi

human for
^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^ regularly forlced, or have a fancied refemblance

No, 20^
^ forked
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forked, tranfverfely wrinkled, of a horny texture, and botli internally

and externally of a yellowifli white colour. " To the tafte it dlfcovers

a mucilag fweetnefs, approaching to that of liqu

panied with fome deg of bitteriUmefs
accom-

d a flight
%

omatic

warmth, with little or no fmell. It is far fweeter and of a moreg
ful fmell than the roots of fennel, to which it has by fome been fup

pofed fimilar ; ar

the nature and ph
d difFers^likewife remarkably from thofe roots, in

eutic properties of its active principl is ; the

fweet matter of the Ginfeng being preferved entire in the wateVy as

well as the fpirituous extrad:, whereas that of fennel roots is deftroyed

or diflTipated in the infpifTiation of the watery tindure. The flight

aromatic impregnation of the Ginfeng is likewife in good meafure re-

tained in the watery extrad, and perfedly in the fpiri

The Chinefe afcribe extraordinary virtues to the root of Ginfeng

and have long confidered it as a fovereign remedy in almofl: all difeafes

to which they are liable, having no confidence in any medicine unlefs

s

omb with it. It is obferved by J
Phyficians in China have written volum

that the mofl:
r

the medicinal

immediate relief in extremepowers of this plant, afferting that

fatigue, either of body or mind, that it diflfolves pituitous humours%

and nders refp eaf) ftrengthens the flomach, promotes

appetite, flops vomitings, removes hyflerical, hypochondriacal, and

nervous affedions, and gives a vigorous tone of body, even in extreme

old age.'' Thefe, and many other effeds of this root, equally impro-

bable and g are related by authors, and J

was fo much biafl!ed by this eaftern prejudice in favour of Ginfeng

that he feems to have given them full credit, and confirms them in fome

meafure from his experience But we know of proofs ot

the

L

t Lewis, M. M. p. 325. '

w

See alfo Decker, (Exercit. praSi. p. m. 670.)

fays, " Nobody can imagine that the Chinefe and Tartars would (et (o

ftantly produce a good effect I

ftate of my pulfe, and then took half of a root f-aw : in an hour after 1 found my

much fuller and quicker? I had an appetite, and found myfelf much more vigoroui

could bear labour much better and ealier than before. But I

and

gining that this alteration might proceed from the reft we had that ^^^ '^
|Jy

v_

N
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the efficacy of Glnfeng in Europe, and from its fenfible qualities'we
judge it to polTefs very little power as a medicine.'' It is recommended

in decodion, viz. a dram of the root to be long boiled in a fufficient

quantity of water for one dofe.
V _

four days after, finding myfelf fo fatigued and weary that I could fcarce fit on horfeback,

a Mandarin who was in company with us perceiving it, gave me one of thefe roots : I

took half of it immediately, and an hour after 1 was not the leaft fenfible of any wearl-

nefs. I have often made ufe of it fince, and always with the fame fuccefs. I have
obferved alfo, that the green leave?, and efpecially the fibrous parts of them chewed,
would produce nearly the fame effed." Pbil. Tranf. vol. xxviii. p. i^c).

k Dr. CuIIen %s, " We are told that the Chinefe confider Ginfeng as a powerful
aphrodifiac; but I have long neglefted the authority of popular opinions, and this is one
inftance that has confirmed my judgment. I have known a gentleman, a little advanced
1

wed
th M. M. vol. lu p

VERATRUM ALBUM. WHITE HELLEBORE,
I'

Or, VERATRUM.

STNONYMA. Helleborus albus. Pharm. Lon£ & Edmb
Gerard Emac, p. 440. . Rati Hijl, p. 168. Helleborus Albus

.flore fubviridi. Baub. Pin, p. i85. Helleborus albus vulgaris

Park, Theat, p, 217. Veratruiu flore fubviridi. I'ournef, Inji

Veratrum fpica paniculata, floribus maribus & feminis

Hall, Stirp, Helv, ;?. 1204. Veratrum album. Jacq, Flor,AuJl.

V. IV,
2,2,5' Mill, Illiifl,

w

Cla/s Polygamia. Ord, Monoecia. Lin, Gen, Plant, 1144.
r

F

mi' Gen, Ch, Hermaphrod, Cal, o. Cor. 6-petaIa. Stam. 6.

^Ift' 3. Capf, 3, polyfpermse,

Masc. €al o. Cor, 6-petala. Stam, 6. Pifi. rudimentura.

/• Cb. V, racemo fupradecompofito, corolUs ereiftis

THE
/
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THE root IS percnn about an inch thick

lly white, and befet with many ftr g fibres

ally brown
the ftalk

thick, ftrong, round, upright, hairy, and ufually rifes four feet
height : the leaves are numerous, vej

IS

in

y large, oval, entire, ribbed
plaited, without footftalks,^of a yellowifh green colour, and furround

ai*e both hermaphrodite and male

ery long

bafe thilem

of a greenifh

branched terminal fpikes

flowei

and appear from June to Augufl \

th hermaphrodite flowers are without
alyces : the corolla confifls of fix petals, which are oblong

fhaped, veined, perfift of a pale green the filament

fix, clofely furroundiug the germens, fhorter than the corolla, d
terminated by quadrangular antherse : the germens are three in each
flower, erea, oblong, ending in fhort hairy llyles, which are crowned
with flat fpread

preffed, ered:

ftigmata the pfi

celled

oblong comprefTed membran
thefe only in wanting the g

opening inwardly

are th

and
oblong com

g many
The male flowers differ from

1 his plant is a native of Italy, Switzerland, Auflria, and RulTia:

firft cultivation in this country is afcribed to Gerard, and of courfe

"w^as previous to the y 596

The Ex^£/3,

our Flelleborus albu

of the Greek writers is by many fuppofed be

b this opinion, like many others refped

ing the identity of the ancient nomenclature of plants with that of

the modern. Teems drawn rather from the fimilarity of their efFeds

from an agreement in their botanical defcripupon the body, th

tions. This will evidently appear upon comparing the

figured with the defcription given by Diofcorides :* and yetOeoifroy

here

fay
((

noflro fatis apte

Apud Diofcoridem hellebori albi defcriptio, veratro albo
^' __^_ !^"a

H
nigrlora, &
quibus convolvitur abdicat cum arefcere incipit.

fert Plantaglnls aut Bete fylveflris fimilia, fed brevlora,

caulem palmi altitudine, concavum ;
qui quidem tunicas

fibratae, ab exiguo &
citur in montofis Sc afperi

the plant, thongh imperfed
Diofc

xeuntes, eldemque annexae- Naf-

M. M. L. iv. c. 150. This defcript of

*^

the only one given by the

Mat, Med vol it, p. 6S

The

^
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The Ex^a/3a^or /^.x^f
, or famous Anticyran Hellebore," Is llkev/ifc

thought to be the Hellebonis niger of LinncTus, an account of which
has been given at page 50 ; but the clefcriptions of the former by the

ancients are fo vague that their identity is equally doubtful :' the
therefore of v^^hat has formerly been fiid of the Hell

of the Greeks to^ thcfe known to us, can only be admitted but as a
matter of probability.

Hippocrates frequently mentions Hellebore, fimply, or generically,

by which we are told the white is to be underftood, as he adds the

word black or purging when the other fpecies is meant ; and as the
purgative powers of Veratrum are known to be weaker than thofe

of helleborus niger, the diilindion is fo far applicable to the effeds

now experienced of the roots of our Hellebores.

It appears from various inftances, that not only the roots of wh
Hellebore but that every part of the plant is extremely acrid and
poifonous, as its leaves and even feeds proved deleterious to different

animals.'^ The dried root has no peculiar fmell, but a durable
naufeous acrid bitterifh tafle, burning the mouth and fauces ; when
powdered and applied to ifTues or ulcers it produces griping and
purging; if fnuffed up the nofe it proves a violent flernutatory.

Gefner made an infufion of half an ounce of this root with two
ounces of water, of this he took two drams, which produced great
heat about the fcapulse, and in the face and head, as well as tbe tongue

- ** Naviget Anticyram."--^
+

Danda eft hellebori multo pars maxima avarls

:

KTecio, an Anticyram ratio illis deftinet omnem.

HoR. Sat. Lib. ii. v. 82.
n

It is fald that both the white and tlack hellebore grew at Anticyra, but the latter was
-accounted lafer, and therefore more commonly employed. Paufanias^ Lib, x. p. 623.

^

« Though Tournefort fays, " Nous connumes deux Herboriftes a Prufejl'un Emir&
I'autre Armenien, qui paflbient pour de grands Do6leurs. lis nous fournirent des racines
du veritable Ellebore noir des anciens, autant que nous voulumes pour en faire I'extrait

^1 ^k

Mount Olympus^ Foy

Anticvres & des cotes de la Mer Noir/' See his

widely from that of our Helleborus niger.

iFers

'ijfn Reife^ voL u p. 49. Kalm^s N'. Jmer. torn. ui. p. 48. G
Norveg. P. iu p. 2. For the poifonous effe6ls of the roGtSj when applied to wounds

if. vol. xhii. p^ 82

No. 2u A A
4

and
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throat, followed with fingultus, which continued till vomitmg was
excited/ 1

by tailing thi

gins alfo experienced very diftreffing fymptoms merely
infufion/ The root, taken in large doles, difcovers

fiich acrimony, and operates upwards and downwards with fuch

violence that blood is ufually difcharged :^ it likev/ife ads very power-

fully upon the nervous fyftem, producing great anxiety, tremors,

vertigo, fyncope, lofs of voice, interrupted refpiration, finking of

the pulfe, convulfions, fpafms, cold fweats, ^c.*" Upon openin

thofe wdio have died by the effeds of this poifon, the ftomach dif

covered marks of inflammation, with corrofions of its interior coat,

and the lungs have been found inflamed, and their veflels much
difl:ended with dark blood.'

4

+

The ancients, though fuflPiciently acquainted with the virulency of

their white Hellebore, were not deterred from employing it internally

in feveral difeafes, efpecially thofe of a chronic and obftinate kind,

as mania, melancholia, hydrops, elephantiafis, epilepfia, vitiligo, lepra,

rabies canina, &c. they confidered it the fafer when it excited vomit-

ing, and Hippocrates wifhed this to be its firfl: efl^ed. To thofe of

weak conftitutions, as women, children,, old men, and thofe labour-

ing under pidmonary complaints, its exhibition was deemed unfafe;

and even when given to the robufl; it was thought neceflary to mode-

rate its violence by difl'erent combinations and preparations; for it

was frequently obferved to effed a cure not only by its immediate

adion upon the primse vise, but when no fenfible evacuations was

promoted by its ufe.,''
,

e
V

Epi/I. Med. p. 6g
/

M. M..^p. 819^ t Ettmuller. Opsr. torn, 'lu P. 1, p. 435
Gcut

f. 48.. Lorry de Melanch. ii.. p. 313. Borrich. 'f^. HaK vol. v'l., p. 145. Albert.

Jurifprud. Med. vol. vi. p. 718 Bred. Samml. 1724. P. 2. p. 269. p. S37- .'

Berol. Dec. 2. vol. 6. Mifc. Nat. Cur. D^r. 2. Jnn. 2. p. 23.9. *'^^. ^^^°^- ^^^'

Mifc. Nat. Cur. cit. .

radBergius fays, " Ego vix a memet impetrare potero,. ut

ufum internum cufquam fuafurus fim, nifi fumma adhibita circumfpiclentia ;^

etenim

conftat, earn, in fatfs parca dbfi propinatam, (aepe horrenda fymptomata excitafle, iLt

fitim, cardialgiam, tormina, fingultum, fuffocationes, convulfiones, tremores, inflammatio-

nem primarum viarum, Iipothymias, fudorem frigidum, immo & mortem." /• c.

Hippocr. m^i EKK^^o^icri^5 in Opei. ed. Lind. iotn, /.- p, 610. .
Et Aphorifm. Self.

Jph* 13

—

lb.
Simila
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Similar obfervations have been made^ of Veratriim by aiitbors of
Mayerne^gave from two to three grains of an extract of

this root with confiderable advantage in maniacal cafes, wh
remarkable evacuation took place ; and Con. Gefner,™ Avho invefti-

gated the quahties of Veratrum by repeated experiments, and whofe
ms on its efficacy feemed for a while to reftore it to the

ancient charader of Hellebore, exprefsly declares, that he did not
give it as an evacuant, but to produce the more gradual efFeds of thofe
medicines termed alteratives. " Gefner's account of Veratrum w^s
followed by thofe of feveral other authors," in which it is faid to have-
been ferviceable in various chronic difeafes. But the fulleft trial which
feems to have been lately made of the efficacy of Veratrum is by
Greding,Vho employed it in a great number of cafes, (twenty-eight)
of the maniacal and melancholic kind j the majority of thefe as
might be expeded, derived no permanent benefit ; feveral however
were relieved,^ and five completely cured by this medicine. It was
the bark- of the root, colkaed in the fpring, w hich he gave ia
powder, beginning with one grain : this dofe was gradually increafed'
according to its effeds. With fome patients one or two grains excited
naufea and vomiting, but generally eight grains v/ere required to pro-
duce this effed, though in a few inftances a fcruple, and even more,,
was given. We may alfo remark, that he fometimes ufed the extrxid*
prepared after Stoerck's manner.— In almofl every cafe which he
relates, the. medicine aded. more', or lefs upon all the excretions :,

J Med. Lib. i. c. J. p. 6g. Jq
" He fays,, <t- non ad purgandum^ fed ad referandos meatus k crafTos humores attenu-andum eolque a centre & interiorlbus corporis ad fupcrHciem & vias excretlonum varf-arum educenduoi." Adding, " recreat & robera^ & hilariorem facit, & acuit ingenium :

<3iJ0d 111 me & aJiis fep'^- ..-r^.-i,, tt i ^ ^ ,. , ,
.f

. . .Had G
oZT'a- '^ ^f

•''" '^'' ^"''•^'^- " ^S°> ^' ^^^^'•^^ i" E^ebori hiftoria'multa proferam,,
quae medici admirentur." /. c.

^- ''

Hannemann, ^uerceianus, Screta^ Wepfery MuraltOy. L'lnder.

Vermifchte Med. 781. to *, 3

rempr/f
^1'^^^ ^ ''^^^?^ "'^"'^' brought on by taking pepper and fpirits of wme as a;

been r \ I ""^^ ' "^ '^'^^''^^ continued thirty-three weeks, when it was faid to have

wh o.K ^' ^ '^'°" ""^ ^^^^« h^"^b«r^ 5 ^ut as copious and repeated bleedino-s.

See aIL^'/vI' T'? ^'"P'^oyedi'the cure cannot wholly be afcribed to the hellebore^ee Agafliz. DtjJ. de tUrapia mania,. ErL 1785. /. 37.

g

•
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nvomiting ant purging were very generally produced, and the

thrown the ftomach was conftantly mixed with hile •

rednefs frequently appeared on the face and

matter

a florid

various cutaneous

/

-efflorefcences upon the body ; and, in fome pleuretic, fymptoms with
fever fupervened, fo as to require bleeding, nor were the more alarm-

ring affeilions of fpafins and convulfions unfrequent. Critical evacua-

tions, we are told, were often very evident, many fweated profufely

\n fome the urine was confiderably increafed, in others the laliva and

the mucous difcharges : alfo uterine obflrudtions, of long continuance

were often removed by this drug.

Veratrum has likewife been found ufeful in epilepfy, and other con-

vulfive complaints,'' but the difeafes in which its efficacy feems leafl

equivocal, are thofe of the fkin,"^ as fcabies and different prurient

-eruptions, herpes, morbus pediculofus, lepra, fcrophula, &c. and in

many of thefe it has been fuccefsfully employed both internally and

externally. .

As a powerful ftimulant, and irritating medicine, its ufe has been

reforted to only in defperate cafes, and then it is firfl to be tried in

very fmall dofes, in a diluted ftate, and to be gradually increafed, ac-

<:ording to the effeds.
J

P Greding, /. c. See alfo Smyth \n Medical Co?n?nuntcations^ voL u p. 207

Its fuccefs in thefe complaints Is mentioned both by the ancient and modern w

\

ISmyth relates three cafes. See

The Veratrum nigrum of Lin. or Helleborus albus flore atro-rubente of C. Bauh

faid to produce the fame efFe6ls as the Veratru See Lorry, de melanch

p. 289. ^ Lmnseus, Amoen. Acad. vol. ix. p

-*» c«

0opx quod

loQui. f^, C. Baulu I

Helleb

Veratrum dicitur quod
^

'N

LILIUM CAND IDUM
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LILIUM CANDIDUM. COMMON WHITE LILY.

,?

I- ^

S TNONT MA,. Lilium album. Fharnu Edinb. Gerard Emac,

190. Rait H'ift,p, II OQ), Lilium album vulgare. Fark. Farad.

. y, Bauhy Hiji. a, p, 6'^s*39
r

* Lilium album flore eredo et vulgare. Baub. Fin, p, 76.

/5 Lilium album floribus dependentibus five peregrinum. Bauh, Fin

p, 76. Nodding-Flowered White Lily,

^

Cla/s Hexandria. Ord, Monogynia. Lin, Gen, FlanL 410«

Ef, Gen, Ch, Cor, 6-petala, campanulata: linea longitudinali nee

tarifera. Gapf, valvulis pilo cancellato connexis.
± 1

5/. Ch, L. foliis fparfis, corollis campanulatis : intus glabris.

V -

fib

THE root is a large bulb, from which proceed feveral fucculent

res: the flem is firm, round, upright, fimple, and ufually rifes

about three feet in height : the leaves are numerous, long, narrow
pointed, fmooth, without footflalks, and irregularly fcattered over the
ftem

: the flowers are large, white, and terminate the flem in cluflers

upon fhort peduncles : it has no calyx : the corolla is bell-fhaped,
confifting of fix petals, which within are of a beautiful fhining white,
but without ridged, and of a lefs luminous whitenefs : the filaments
are fix, tapering, much fhorter than the corolla, upon which are

_

placed tranfverfely large orange-coloured antherse : the flyle is longer
than the filaments, and furniflied with a flefhy triangular fligma : the
germen becomes an oblong capfule, marked with fix furrows, and
divided into three cells, which contain many flattifh feeds of a femi-
circular form.

No. 21.

It flowers in June and July,

4 B This
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This Lily, which now very commonly decorates the borders f
our gardens with the beautiful whitenefs " -^ - "^

- ^^

^

of its owers, IS a native
of the Levant, and has been cultivated here fmce the time of Ger /
The flowers of this plant have a pleafant fweet fmell, and were fn

*

merly ufed for medicinal purpofes -^ a watery diftillation of them Was

water

;

and though both menflrua become

5

as

employed as a cofmetic, and the oleum liliorum was fuppofed t

pollefs anodyne and nervine powers ; but the odorous matter of thefe

flowers is of a very volatile kind, being totally diffipated in dryin
and entirely carried off in evaporation by redified fpirit as well

impregnated with their

agreeable odour by infufion or diflillation, yet no effential oil could

be obtained from feveral pounds of the flowers. It is therefore the

roots only which are now directed by the Edinburgh College: they are

extremely mucilaginous, and are 'chiefly ufed, boiled with milk or

water, in emollient and fuppiu'ating cataplafms : it is probable

however, that the poultices formed of bread or farina, poflefs everj

advantage of thofe prepared of Lily root.

Lilium ^ Xsii>iov vcl >^ifjoy. By the Greeks it is called ycomv^

* Alluding to this, Ovid, in the luxurlancy of his imaginatiorij afcribes its origin to.

the milk of Junoi

Pi

u
Dum puer Alcldes Dlvae vagus ub

Junonis, dulci prella fapore fuit;

In terras fufum Lilia oulchra d

Oly

t

Pliny fays, Lilium Rofa nobilitate proximum efti and both thefe flowers have furnifliel

their Ihare of metaphor to ancient and modern poets-

Either fmgly

ub

Alb I'g

/ ^N.- lib. xii. 68
r

Particularly as an anticpileptic and anod)

ERYNGIUM MARITIMUM.
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ERYNGIUxM * MARITIMUM. SEA EPvYNGO, cr HOLLY,
Baac*

V

STNO NTMA. Eryngium Pi^ m Lond. Bauh. Pin, p. %i^

Ery 6 m marinum. Gerard Emac. p, 11 62. Park. Theat. p, g^G

J. Bauh. Hift, vol. ii'i, p, 86. Rait HijI. p
Eryngium maritimum. Bauh. P'lnax. p, 3

rSzL. ip.p

Hiidjhn, 1 lor, Jn

With '^ Bot, Arrang. p E/ ODan. tab. ^61^

'E

,\ I r - -

Clafs Pentandria. Ord, Digynia. Lm, Gen. Pla?2t. 324

EJ. Gen, Ch. . Elores capitati. //i
1•^cLcjJiaciuiim paieaceiim

.

/

. Ch, E. follis radlcalibus fubrotundis plicatis fpinofis, capitulls

pedunculatis, paleis tncufpidatis.

THE root Is perennial, long, round, tou^li, externally of

brown colour, internally wliitifli : the ftaik is thick, flelliy, round,
Ilriated, white, branched, and rifes from one to two feet in heip-ht

:

the leaves, which grow fro ni the root, are roundifh, plaited, trifid,-

firm, fpinous like thofe of the holly, marked with white reticulated

veins, and of a very pale bluifh green colour ; thofe proceeding from
the ftalk are feffile, and farround the branches : the flowers are fmall
of a blue colour, and terminate the branches in round heads : thi

>

common receptacle is conical, and fiipplied with/^?/^^- which fepa- -

rate the florets: the involucrum of tl receptacle is compo
many pointed leaves, which are loneer than the florets: the

ve th

of

calyx

e germen theconfifts of five ered fliarp leaves, placed abo
corolla is compofed of five obloncr petals, with, their points turnedi

mwards

:

the

corolla, and fupplied

nlaments are five, ^itwd.

/vith oblong anther

ler, upriglit, longer than th-;

: the two (tyles areiilifornij^

ik Gn̂ CI Philofophi Eryngium, quafi sft^y/xo^, . i d eft ruflum, di61:u'n putant, quod
capra quae morfu furculum Eryngii prxciderint, vel dtglutiverintj cun.flum gregem posie
iequentem quafi ftupore aUoni^umTiilunt, donee Eryngium ruau, reiecerint.

'

C.

and
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raiid furnifhed with fimple fligmata the

h and (lands beneath the

nneded together It

ik)wers from July till October
r

In the Materia Medica of L

germen is befet with fhort
the^frmt is two oblong feeds

and
grows abundantly on the fea coafts

^

d in mofi:

pharmacopoeias th Eryng
\

the foreig
campeftre is confidered to be the

officinal plant: Geoffroy, however, has obferved that the E.maritlmum
rs by many thought to b

prefe

a mor
Paull gives it th

powerful medicine, and" Simon
but Boerl

virtues to both d deed it fee of
attributes the fame

preferred. Eryngo is fuppofed to be the

importance which is

of Diofcorides

ith other ancient writers fpeak highly of its med effi

The

wha
r

cacy.

hich is the part directed for medicinal ufe, has no pecu
fmell, but to the tafte it manifefts a grateful fweetnefs, and oi

feeing chewed for fome it difcovers a light aromatic warmth
pungency. By Boerhaave this was efteemed the principal of the

perient

b d

and he ufually prefcribed it as a diuretic and antifcor

has likewife been celebrated for its aphrodifiac powers But

this and the other efFe(^s afcribed to Eryngo feem now to obtain very

little credit J."

^adrip. p. 324. * Hi/. pL T. i. p. 194

^ Lib. 3. c. 24. He recommends it ad menfes obftru£los, tormina, inflatlones

hcpaticos, venena, venenatos morfus, epifthotomcos, & comitiales.

A Vide
\

The youn rr

" Non male turn Gralis florens Eryngus in hortis

" Quaeritur : hunc gremio portet fi nupta virentem
" Nunquam inconcelTos conjux meditabitur ignes.

Rap'nus in Boer. Hift

The root is frequently candied, or made into a fweet meat.
4

flowering (hoots boiled^ have the flavour of" afparagus. Lin. Flor* Suec

ANTHEMIS NOBILig*
V
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ANTHEMIS NOBILIS. ' COMMON CAMOMILE
larftiDK^HiiEr^^mvrE^

:STNONTMJ^ Chamasmeliim. Pbann. Lond. Iff Edinh, Gerard

Emac. p. JSS' ^^i^^* Parad. p. 289. Chamsmelum nobile feu

themum odoratius. Bauh. Pin. p.. i ic e

odoratlffimum repeiiSj flore fimplici. j. Bauh, H'tjl. v. iii.p, 118
_ ^

RaiiHiJi. p. ^^^* Synop. p. i8c. Cliamaemelum foliis fubhirfut s,

-nervo duro, pinnis pinnatis, pmnulis lanceolatis mcifis. Hal. Stirp

Helv.Jt. 102, Antliemis nob ills. Hudfon^Flor,An^, Vfith.Bot.Arr

V

CUfs Syngenefia. Ord. Polygamia Superflua. Lin, Gen. Plant, 970,

£^ Gen, Ch, Recept. paleaceum. Pappus nullus, CaL hemifphsericus,
L

fuba^quails. • FlofcuU radii plures quam 5.

Sp\ Ch, A. foliis pinnato-compofitis linearibus acutis fubvlllofis.
/

THE roots are perennial, fibrous, fpreadlng: the ftems are flender,

round, trailing, hairy, branched, of a pale green colour, and about a
foot ^n length : the leaves are doubly pinnated ; the pinns are linear,

pointed, a little hairy, and divided into three terminal fegments : the
flowers are compound, radiated, w^hite, at the centre yellow, and Hand
fingly: the calyx is common to all the florets, of an hemifphericaL
form, and compofed of feveral fmall imbricated fcaies : the flowers
of the radius are female, and ufually about eighteen, narrow, white,
and terminated with three fmall teeth : the tubular part of the floret

enclofes the whole of the ftyle, but does not conceal the bifid reflexed
itigma: the flowers of the dtfc are numerous, hermaphrodite, tubu-
lar,^ and cut at the brim into five fegments : the filaments are five,

^'ery fhort, and have their antherse united, forming a hollow cylinder

:

"^egermen is oblong: the ftyle is fhort, flender, and furnilhed with
a bihd reflexed ftigma : the feeds are fmall, and of an irregular fhape:
the receptacle is fupplied with rigid briftle-like palese. It grovv^s in
nioft paftures, and flowers in July .and Auguft.

No. 21. 4 C The
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The name Camomile is fuppofed to be expreflive of the fin

the

the av^^^is

Cham-on

y^xiAd^i^iXov, quonlam odorem mah hab It is referred

of Diofcorides, and to the ^vV^v of Theophraftus. M
Corn Feverfew fim

the Anthemis nobil d is

general appearance

fled for officinal ufe by moll of

the foreign pharmacopoeias ; but the plant which we have here figured

has a more fragrant and a more powerful odour, yields more effe

oil, d of courfe is the more effi

A double-flower'

d

ety o Camomile is very common, and

ufually kept in the ihops, but as the odorous and fapid matter chiefly

refides in the difc, or tubular part of the florets, the ^.ondon College

therefore judicioufly prefer the fimple flowers which this matter

mofl: abund

Both the leaves and flowers of this plant have a flrong though

the b

grateful fmell, and a very b

confiderablynd

laufeous

aromatic

tafl: but the

" Camomile flowers

irive out their virtues both to water and redifled fpirit
:
when the

flowers h b dried fo as to be pulverabl the fufions prov

more grateful than whe y are frefli or but moderately dried

Difliilled with water, they impregnate the aqueous fluid pretty ftrongly

with their fl

peration, is large

if the quantity of camomil fubmitted th

(Tential oil ' feparates and rifes to the fur-

flice of the water, in colour yellow, with a caft of greemfti or brown

of a pungent tafle, and a fl:ro

>

camomi Redifled

bring

leave

over likewife a p

^^ fmell, exadly refembling that of the

drawn off" from the fpirituous tindure,

of the chamomile, but
of the fl

nfiderable part behind in the extrad The fmell is m

p;reat meafure covered or fupprefl^ed by the fpirit, in all the fpirituous

preparations ; but the tafte both in the fpirituous tindure and extract,

onfiderahle fl;ronger than in the watery

Pi, L C. 21.

. ^ The tubes of the florets appear befet

the effenti ' oil.

lands, which probably fecrete

d

oil.

Baume obtained from 82}fe of the flowers 13 drams, and once^iH

But from a like quantity of the herb, without the flowers, on.y hail a u

ofeffi

procured See BnK' M. M. p. 695

L M. M. p

fs

» Thefe

/
+*
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Thefe flowers poffefs the tonic and ftomach

afcribed to fimple bitters, having verj little ailrin

odour of the aromatic and penetrating kind, from which
alfo judged to be carminative, emmenagoge,

qualities

7, but a ftrong

d in fo

tney

fpafmodic and anod)
me meafure

fhey h b /^*:ien

ployed for the cure of intermittents ;' as well

ong fucc fully em
as of fevers of the

gular nervous kind, accompanied with vifceral obilrudions for
which we have the authority of Sir John Pringle/

That camomile flowers may be efFedually fubftituted for Peruvian
bark in the cure of intermittent fevers, appears from the teftimony of
fe^' fpedable phyfic h we have referred and to
which we may add that of Dr. Cullen, who fays, " I have employed

'

'

' e method of Hoffman, by givingthefe flowei greeabl to th

feveral times durine the intermifl
t) from half dram to a dram of

the flowers in pow^der, have cured intermittent fevers. I have found
however that the flowers were attended with this inconvenience that
given in a large quantity

)
they dily run off by fl:ool, defeating

hereby the purpofe of preventing the return of paroxyfms

,

deed, that without joining with them an opiatehave found

aftringent, I could not commonly employ them

dl

g

Thefe fl have b found ufeful in hyfl:

flatulent or fpafmodic colics, and dyfentery, but from the
quality, Dr. Cullen tells us, they proved hurtful in. diarrhoeas

afFedlions

atery infufion of th
A

IS ken, in a tepid ft

for the purpofe of exciting vomiting or for promoting the operation of
Externally the flowers are ufed in the decodum pro fomen-emetics

and they are an ingredient in the decoaum pro enemate

Morton, (Exerck. i. defebr. Interm. cap. 6.) Hoffman, (Dtf de p
^P''^9') Heifter, (Di//: de Medic. Germ, indlg. p. 13. j found thefe f

-tual in the cure of intermittents than the peruv. bark : and Dr. Cull

rem.

uMc nis celebrated countryman, Dr. Pitcairn,
flowers were in this refpeft equal to the bark.

f
of the Jrmy^ p. 21

6

M. M, vol n. p, 7

^ V

. ^

ANTHEMIS PYRETHRUM.
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ANTHEMIS PYRETHRUM. SPANISH CAMOMILE
Or, PELLITORY of SPAIN

4

SYNONYMJ. Vji'tthrxim, Pharm,Lond,'<^Edinh Pyretlirum
' flore bellidis. Bauh. Pin. p, 148. Pyrethrum ofTicinarum. Loh

V 447. Gei^ard Emac. p. 758. Park, ^heat. p^ 858. Raii Hiff

. 353. Chamsemelum fpeciofo flore, radice longa fervida. SImw

y^fr.p. 138. Anthemis caulibus fimplicibus unifloris decumbentibus,

Mill, Fig, t, !,?>, nl^.'^^ov Diofcorid. Lib, 3. c, 85."^

Clafs Syngenefia. Drd, Pdlygamia Superflua, Lift, Gen, Plant. 970.
L

\

M

Ef,Gen,Cb, Recept,pi\e3iceum, Pappus nuWm, 6*^/. hemifphsericus

fubasc[ualis* FlofcuU radii plures quam
:>

Bp, Qh A, caulibus fimplicibus unifloris decumbentibus,

pinnato-multifidis.

4

'THE root IS perennial, tapering, long, externally whitilli, and

fends off feveral fmall fibres : the fhems are ufually fimple, round,

trailing, bearing one flower, and fcarcely a foot in height ; but the

fpecimen here figured was extremely luxuriant, and has in fome degree

departed from its more common and fimple appearance : the

doubly pinnated, fegments arly linear, and of a pale

green colour : the flowers are large, at the difc of a }

at the radius white on the upper fide, on the under fide of

purple colour : the different florets anfwer to the defcription giv<

of the Anthemis nobihs. it flowers in June and July.

This plant is a nativ^e of the Levant and the fouthern parts

Europe ; it was cultivated in England by Lobel in 1570,' but it does

* Ab igne nomen habet, ob radicis ejus fervorem Igheum. F. Bauh. L c.

\

Jdver. p. 346, Vide Hort. Kew
not
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ripen its feeds here unlefs the feafon proves very v/arm and dry b

The root of Pyrethrum has a very h
fenfible fmell." Its p
more fixed kind ; being

pung without any
gency refides in a refmous matter, of

ded completely by redified d

I

only in fmall part by water
; and not being carried off, in evaporation

or diftillation by either nienftruum." *"

The ancient Romans, we are told, employed this root as a p
and indeed it feems lefs acrid than many other fubftancc
for this purpofe. In its recent. Hate this root is not fo

d

now ufed

pung

From th

d, yet if applied to the Mn it is faid to ad like the bark of
.nd in four days produces inflammation of the part/

and ft qu lities of Pyrethrurn there
be no doubt but that it might be found an efficacious remedy, and

equally fitted for an internal medicine, as

now conftantly prefcribed. Its ufe however has be

many

that of a mafticatory for on bei

the mouth
fal

ig chewed
excites glowing heat, flimul

lers of this clafs

m long confined

r long retained in

the excretories of

g

and thereby produces a difcharge, which has been found to
toothachs, and rheumatic affedions of the face ; in this way

lints, and paralyfes of theommended in lethargic compl

M/kr D
^ Lewis M. M. p. 527. «* See Berg. M, M. p. 698

® Bergius^ V. I. c.

Its ufe in this way is mentioned by S
V_

iC cerebrum manfa radice pyrethri
>9

/

«^

N

No. 21 « SPIGELIA
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SPIGELIA MARILANDICA. PERENNIAL WORM^GRASS
Or, INDIAN PINK. '

\^^^K>

S TNO NYMA, Splgelia. Fharm, Land, Iff Edinh, Periclymem

giniani flore coccineo planta marilanclica, fpica ereda folus

/

conjugatls. Catejhy Carol, voL H. f, 78. Lonicera marilandlca

fpicis termmalibus, folils ovato-oblongis acummatis diflindis feffi-

libus. 6^. Pla?ityp, 249. Splgelia marilandlca fol. ovatis oppofitis

fpica fecunda terminali. Walter Flor. Carol, p, 92. '^\^t Mantiff,

Lin, it, p. 2)?)^' mf' ^ ^kf' ^hf' ^ -^^'^- '^''^^' ^^^' /• 151. CurL

Bot: Mag, 80.

Clafs Pentandria. Ord, Monogynia. Lin, Gen, Plant, 200

EJf,.Gen, Ch,. Cor, infundibulif.. Caps, didyma, 2-locularis, polyfperma.
/

Sp, Ch,- S. caiiTe tetr'agono, foliis omnibus oppofitis

THE root is perennial, unequal,, fimple, fends off many Header

fibres, and grows in an Horizontal direction : tbe ftalk is fimple, ered

fmooth, obfcurely quadrangular, of a purpliili colour, and commonly

rifes above a foot in heigbt : the leaves are ovate, ieffile, fomewhat

undulated, entire, of a deep green colour, and (land In pairs upon

the ftem : the Howlers are large, funnel-£haped, and terminate the

ftem in a fpike : the' calyx divides into five long narrow pointed

fmooth fegments : the corolki is monopetalous, confifting of a long

tube, gradually fwelling towards the middle, of a bright purpliili red

colour, and divided at the mouth into five pointed fegments, which

are yellow on the infide : the five filaments are about the length or

the tube, and crowned with halberd-fiiaped antherx : the germen is

fmall, ovate, placed above the infertion of the corolla, and fupports

a round ftyle, which is longer than the corolla, furnlflied with ajoin^

near its baf^, and bearded towards the extremity, which is iupphe

with an obtufe ftigma : the capfule is double, two-celled, and contains

'many finall angular plano-convex feeds. It is a native of Anieuca,

d flowers in July and Augufl Linnaeus
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3
. Linnaeus firft fuppofed this plant to be a Lomcera, orHoney-fuckl

^

but afterwards he afcertained its characters, and called it Spigeiia, in

honour of the botanifl Spigehus, whofe firft work was publiflied ii

1606.*

Two fpecies of Spigeiia are now know^n to botanifts, viz. S. An
thelmia and marilandica ; they have both been ufed as anthelmintics

fFedls of the former are noticed by Dr. Browne in the G
man's Magazinine for the year 1751, and in his Hiilory of J
maica;' alfo by Dr. Bocklefby,'' and feveral foreign waiters. But thf

of the vermifuge virtues of Spigeiia, given by'Drs. Linning
and Garden,'^ from Charleftown, South Carolina, evidently refer

the latter fpecies, which is here fip;ured ; and as the anthelmintic

efficacy refides chiefly in the root of the plant, that of the Anthelmia,
or Annual Spigeiia, which is very fmall, mufl be incomparably lefs

powerful than the root of the marilandica, which is perennial. Dr.
Garden, in his firfl letter to Dr. Hope, which was written about the

year 1763, fays, " About forty years ago, the anthelmintic virtues

c

(

I

I

of the root of this plant were difcovered by the Indians ; fmce
which time it has been much ufed here by phyficians, praditioners,

and planters
;
yet its true dofe is not generally afcertained. I have

given it in hundreds of cafes, and have been very

c

(

c

(

(

(

(

ffeds. I never found it do much fervice, except when it proved
gently purgative. Its purgative quality naturally led me to give it

in febrile difeafes, which feemed to. arife from vifcidity in the
prima via ; and, in thefe cafes, it fucceeded to admiration, even
when the fick did not void worms.
" I have of late, previous to the ufe of the Indian Pink, given a
vomit, when the circumftances of the cafe permitted it ; and I

have found this method anfwer fo well, that I think a vomit fhould
never be omitted. I have known half a dram of this root purge
as brifkly as the fame quantity of rhubarb ; at other times I have
known it, though given in large quantities, produce no effedl upon
the belly : in fuch cafes, it becomes neceffary to add a grain or two

a P. 156.
* Dec. &-Med. ObJervatlonSj p

Ifag /

See EJ, ^ Obferv. Phyf.cal i^ Literary, vol u p. 386, ^ L, c.

iC of
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u
«(

(C

C(

a
((

of Iweet mercury, or me grams of rliubarl) but
\ ^

ferved, th

way, as \

however
h

fame happy eifed;s did not follow
to be oL

9

It

of the

was
purg

P with dd
:s ufe in

The add
this

itive Tenders its ufe fafe^ and removes all

danger of convulfions of the eyesV although neither oL rut^^ fahlnce -^

7
€C

cc

u
cc

. <c

^-ic

<c

8 fafer

nervous

IV

fubft ^
5

IS g along with it. It IS, in

2 it in large dofes than in fmall ; for, from the

latter more frequently the giddinefs, dimnefs of the fight, and
convulfions, &c. follow ; whereas. from large dofes

i

I h
known -any Other effed; than its proving emetic or violently cathar

i\

.tic O To a child f two y of ag )
wh

of" the root twice a-day, without hgrains

than making her dull d g
£C and

ddy, I prefcribed twenty

had been taking

any other efFea:

i

.A £

CC

cc

<c
/

. cc

morning
away five larg

g, which purged her brifkly
f K c. r_ - . 1 •

d

D grams

brought

After fome months an increafed dofe had

the fame good effeds. I prefer the root to the other parts of the

of which, when properly dried, I gave from twelve to fixty

^1

1^

feventy grains in fubft

quantity of three.

In infufion it may be given to the

four drams twice a day. I have found

that, by keeping, the plant lofes its virtue in part ; for forty g
of the root which has not been gathered above two months, will

op
nths

as ftrongly as fixty which has been kept for £

• In Dr. Garden's fubfeq letters, addreiled to Dr. Hope the

years 1764 and 1766, the efficacy of this root in worm cafes is further

confirmed, and he obferves, that the root keeps better than he at firft

bought, having lately ufed it feveral years old with great fuccefs.

In what he calls continued or remitting: low worm ft.^.^,

its efhcacy promoted by. the addition of rad. fepentar. virg

he fou

^ing,

This root, when taken In large dofes, and not readily paffing off by ftool

1 affea

J

by admlnlfl

effea which is noticed both by Linning and Garden

^ According to Linning, " thirty large worms, the Uretes^ were
€

by

>w N /. c

8 As this plant feems to be received into the r\lateria Medlca Drincipally on theautho-

his own words.^Ity ofDr. Garden, we have judged account in

ARISTOLOCHIA SERPENTARlA^

\
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ARISTOLOCHIA SERPENTARIA.

/

SNAKE-ROOT
BIRTHWORT

5TNONTMJ. Serpentarla S Fharm. Lo?id, ^ Edinh
X-A

Ariftoloi

PluL Aim, s

Piftolochia f. Serpentar
^

g

48 Catejhy Hift, of

caule nod

p. 20. tab. 9

Rail Htji. vol. nip. 394, Ariftolochia polyiTliizos virginiana, &
Morris. Hifi. Hi. p. 310. . Park Theat. p. 420.

'

/
q r

r

Clafs Gynandrla. Ord. Hexandria. Li?t. Gen. Plant. 1022,
/ /

r h

EJf. Gen. Ch, Hexagyna. aL o. Cor, i-pejtala, lingulata, integra.

Caps. 6-locularis, infera.

Sp. Ch. A. fol. cordato-oblongis planis, caulibus infirmis flexuolis

Caulis geniculata valdc nodofa, Floresteretibusj flor folitariis.

ad radicem, f
\ y

tr -

THE root is perennial, and compofed of a number of fmall fibres

proceeding from a common trunk allyb and internally

whitifh : the flems are flender, round, crooked, jointed, and rife about
ght

pointed

or ten mches in height: the leaves are heart-fhaped, entire.

d, and fland upon ftrong footftalks, to which they
attached by three prominent ribs : it has no calyx : the flowers
monopetalous, folitary, of a purplifh brown colour, and placed upon
long fheathed jointed peduncles, which rife from the lower articula-

of the ftem the corolla is tubular, irreg
tended into a globular figure, at the middl tradted

the bafe dif

and twifled
the extremity fpreading, and of a triangular form : it has no fila-

but fix anthercT, which are attached to the under fide of the
ftigma

: the germen is oblo gular, and placed below the

c
ftyle is extremely fliort : the ftigma is roundilh, and divided

iix parts: the capf lie is h(

feveral fm'all flat feed

gonal, fep fi which

Auguft.

No. 22,

It is a native of Virginia, and fl

A E The
-^ »
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The firil account we have of Serpentaria s th

edition of G d. in which we are told th

given in Tohnfo

Virginia, and grew in the garden of Mr. John Tradefc

It was brought om
f South

Lambeth, ni i

with the Piftol

But Johnfon evidently confounds the Serpentaria

cretica of Clufiu I 6i,s. Dn
J.. C

publiihed at Paris, Canadenfium plantarum, aliarumque nond
Hiftoria, wherein the Serpentai

Rad Noth23 A
t>

d

d under the name of
ghlv extolled as an eifedual

emedv for the bites of the moft poifonous ferp

Piukenet, whofe botanical knowledg of this

doubted, informed Dale, th th roots of tl

Ariilolochia were fent to Europe for thofe of fnake

this might have happened a century

will not be

different fpecies of

but though

ago, at prefent the pradice ap

pears to be no longer continued, for we have carefully examined feve

P
£1^ of fnake-root. w^ithout difc

thofe of the

that

found

others referred to by D
hefe roots intermixed with

We may however

among thefe roots, fome fp of th whole were

3
hich differed fro d figure, having lance-iliaped

accord v/ith thatleaves. And this variety of Serpentaria feems to acco;

noticed by Alflon, who fays, " the dried fpecimen I have of the whole

brought diredly from America by Mr. Richard Lightbody,

1, agrees with none of them
;
(meaning the three mentionedfurgeon, i

by Dale) the leaves no way refembling a heart at the footftalk

there all diih, or obtufely pointed
" b Th from which

the prefent figure was defigned, is nov/ growing in the Royal Botanic

* " Mifla quoque eft ad me ex notha Anglia radix quam Serpcntarlae vocant, vernacule

Snagroel cum hac infcrlptlone. Hsec radix alexiterium praefentiffimum eft, contra mor-

fum ferpentis ingentis pernitiofiffimique in notha Anglia, cujus morfus intra duodecim

horas interficit, nifi hujus radicis fumatur portio, qua" fumpta nullus unquam auditus eft

periclitari de vita." p. 214.

a " Tres radices Tub hoc nomine in ofticinis noftris venlunt, ut nos monuit eruditiill-

mus ille Botanicus Leonard Plukenetius^ M. D. in literis ad me datis, viz. i. Ariftolochia

polyrrhizos, auriculatis foHis Virginiana. Pluk. Phytog.. Tab. ^^. Jlmag. 50
Injt. 162. y^.
dicitur. Pluk.

taria Virginiana, caule nodofo." This laft is the plant we have figured. S

iculatis foliis Virginiana. Pluk. Phytog.. Tab. 'jS. JImag. 50. lourn.

2. Ariftolochia Violae fruticofae foHis Virginiana, cujus radix Serpentaria

Phytog. T. 15. Jimag. 50. &c. 3. Ariftolochia Piftolochia, feu Serpen-

P/ P 9
M. M. vol p, 52

Garder

/•
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_ , r

Garden at Kew, where it was Introduced by Mr.William Young about
the year 1770.'

" Snake-root has an aromatic fmell, approaching to that of valei

but more agreeable, and a warm bitteriili punp-ent tafte which U
ly concealed or overpowered by a large admixture of other

not

ma
^

terials. It gives out its adive matter both to water and redified
fpirit, and tinges the former of a deep brown/the latter of
colour. Greateil part of its fmell and flavour is carried off in evapo

diftillation by both menftrua : along with w^ater there arife

an oranp-e

if the quantity oi the root fubmitted to the operation be
fmall portion of pale -coloured effential oil, of a confiderable fai

a

but no very ftrong tafte, greateft part of the camphorated pungency
as well as bitternefs of the root, remaining in the infpiffated extrad
The fpirituous extrad is ftronger than the watery : not fo much fro
its having loft lefs in the evaporation, as from its containing the adive
parts of the root concentrated into a fmaller volume ; its quantity
amounting only to about one-half of that of the other."

'

r

The root, as we have already obferved, was fixR recommended as
a medicine of extraordinary power in counterading the poifonous
elFeds of the bites of ferpents, and it has fmce been much employed
in fevers, particularly thofe of the malignant kind : a pradice which
feems founded on a fuppofition that the morbific matter of thefe
fevers is fomewhat analogous to the poifon of ferpents, and that its

infiuence upon the human fyftem might be obviated by the fame
means

: hence Serpentaria has been confidered the moft powerful of
thofe medicines termed alexipharmics. Modern phyficians however
have exploded this theory of antidotes, and the alexiterials and
theriacas fo induftrioufly ftudied ever fmce the firft ages of Greece,
are now wholly difregarded.

^
Serpentaria is thought to poft'efs tonic and antifeptio virtues, and

-IS generally admitted to be a powerful ftimulant and diaphoretic
;and m fome fevers where thefe effeds are required, both this and

yerva have been found very ufefui m.edicines, as

We had this information from Mr. 1

plaiit was paffed unnoticed in the H:

%

7

Lewis, M. M, *, 602

pp
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appears from the experience of Huxliam, Pringle, Hillary, Lyfons
and others : yet it may be remarked, that by fome of thefe authors
this root has been employed too indlfcriminately, for there feems to
us fome inconfiftency in the pradice of bleeding and giving fnake-
root in the fame fever.

n
J

It is thought by many, that peruvian bark and wine may in every
cafe fuperfede the ufe of Scrpentaria ;^ but this opinion is'ah'b hable
to exceptions, as a mixed ftate of fever has been frequently obferved
to prevail, in which the bark has proved hurtful, though this root has
evidently had a good effe^l: ; and even in interniittent fevers the bark
has been found more efficacious when joined with Serpentaria than
when given alone -/ and this has been alfo the cafe in continued
fevers. The dofe of fnake-root is ufually from ten to thirty grains
in fubftance, and to a dram or two in infufion. A tindura ferpenta-

nx is direded both in the London and Edinburgh Pharmacopoeias.

« In cafes marked with progreiTive figns of debility and putridity, there cannot be a
doubt but that the bark, v/ine, and a fuitable application of cold, are the remedies chiefly

in all fevers.

by admitting this, we are not to rejeft S

f Vide Lyfons, Pra£itcal EJJays upon intermittingfevers^ p. i^l^feg

ARISTOLOCHIA LONGA. LONG-RQOTED BIRTHWORT.
-rrf

STNONTMA, Arillolochia.. " Fharm, Edinb. Ariftolochia- longa

Cltis, Hift, a. p. 70. J, Bauh, Hiji. Hi. p, 560. Gerard Emac.p

846. Rati Hifl. p, 762. Ariftolochia longa vera. Baiih. Pin. p
307. Park. neat. p. 291. Tourn. Lift, p, 162. Miller s E
tab. 61. .

/

Clafs Gynandria. Ord. Hexandria. Lin. Gen. Plant. 1022.

'o

# -

EJf. Gen. Ch. Hexandria. Cal. o. Cor. i-petala, lingulata, integra

Caps. 6rlocularis, infera.
\

4 H
'

Sp. Ch. A. foL cordatis petiolatis integerrimis obtufuifculis, caule

infirmo, flor. foli.tariis.

THE
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THE root IS perennial, long, tapering, branclied, externally

x;v;rmkled and brown, ^internally yellowifh : the ftenis are flender,

ro

mo

und, branched, trailing, and ufually exceed a foot in length : the
heart-ihaped, obtufe, entire, veined, of a pale green colour,

and placed alternately upon round footftalks, which are about the

length of the leaves : the flowers are folitary, and ftaiid upon pedun-

cles which arife clofe to the leaf-ftalks : the corolla forms a

regular tube than that of the Serpentaria, and is tongue-fliaped at the

extremity : the other parts of fruclification are fimilar to thofe de-

fcribed of Serpentaria. It is a native of the South of Europe, and

flowers from June till Odober.

The medicinal charader of Ariftolochia was formerly in great

repute, and phyficians very generally employed various fpecies of the

nt. Thofe received into our pharmacopoeias, were i. Ariftolochia

ga. 2, A. rotunda. 3. A. tenuis or clematitis of Linn^us. But
the roots of thefe plants have for a long time been gradually fallinp;

into difufe, and at prefent, we believe, are rarely if ever prefcribed :

they are all expunged from the Mat. Med. of the London Pharmaco-
poeia, but in that of the Edinburgh the laft fpecies is ftill retained, and
therefore, according to our plan, it might have been figured here ; but
as thefe different fpecies are generally allowed to be fimilar in their

medicinal qualities, we truft that the firfl, which is the moft rare and
carious, will be found the moft acceptable to our readers.

All the Birthwort roots have fomewhat of an aromatic fmell, and
a warm bitterifti tafte. That of the long and round fpecies, on firft

being chewed, fcarcely difcover any tafte, but in a little time prove
naufeoully bitter, accompanied with a flight degree of pungency.
They give out their virtue, by infufion, both to fpirituous and

watery menftrua ; to the firft moft perfedly. In diftillation, pure
fpirit brings over little or nothing : with water there arifes, at leaft
from the flender-rooted fort, a fmall portion of eiTential oil, pofl^eflTmg
the fmell and flavour of the roots."

The virtues which the ancients afcribed to Ariftolochia were very
couliderable, and it was confequently employed in various difeafes,

Lewis, M. M. p. 112.

No. 22 4 F particularly
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particularly tliofe thought to proceed from obllrudlons,'' more efpe--

cially of the uterine fyftem :" hence the name Ariflolochia is faid to

And'have arifen from its fuppofed emmenagogue powers.

ftimulating medicine, Dr. Cullen tells us "he found it ufeful in fome

as a warm

\ cafes of retention and chlorolis, but never in cafes of fuppreifion.

Ariftolochia has alfo been long very generally commended as a remedy
for the gout, and it is the firft ingredient in the Portland powder ^

which has been mAich celebrated for the cure of this difeafe. It ap

pears however that the long continued ufe of this powder, which is

necelTary for preventing the return of arthritic paroxyfms, feldom
fails to fuperinduce a premature fenile flate of body, and to lay a

foundation for more fatal difeafes.^ It is probable that the medicinal

qualities of this plant are fomewhat allied to thofe of its congener,

the Serpentaria ; but the fenfible properties of the latter demonflrate

it to be a more adive medicine.

/

Ariflolochia is given in fubilance from a fcruple to two drams for

a dofe.

Fernel /Method. Med. Lib. 6 ?/>. 11. p

Ab ocpifrros &
De nat. muUebrl. p. 572. Oper. F'deft\

firft

1
-'

It has alfo been derived from Ariftolochius, who Is faid to have

S Mat. Med. vol.
• m

It

f Th is thus prepared : IV. A rotund, gentian, fummlt. et fol.

chamaedr. chamsepit. centaur, min. ~ p. se. f. pulvis. A dram of this powder is di-

re6led to be taken every morning (jejuno ventriculo) for the fpace of three months, when
the dofe is to be diminifhed to three quarters of a dram for the next three months, and
afterwards continued for fix months in dofes of half a dram, which, during the fecond
year

Cullen's Firft L
De paiur. p

N

43 Werlhoff. Med. Tra^ i> P' 32 See alfo

\

/

INULA HELENIUM.
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INULA HELENIUM. COMMON INULA, Or,

ELECAMPANE.

STNONTMJ. Enula Camp P/jarm, Lond. Hel

Gerard Emac, /. 793 R .# #

ail H'JI.p IZ Synop.^p, 176 H eie

nium vulg Bauh. Fin. p. 276. Helenlum five Enula campana

J, Bauh. Hifl. iii.p^ 108. Park. Theat. p. 654

lanceolatis, ferr fubtus tofis, caly

maximis Hal
^

Eelv
. s

n. Inula Helenium

Flor^ Aiig. p.' 1^6^. With. Bot. An\p. 9 II

After foliis ovato-
^ r

ovato-lanceolatis,

Hudfc

28.

\

on

or. Dan. 7
r

Clafs Syngenefia. Or^, Polygamla Superflua. Lin. Gen. Plant. 956.

Ef Gen. Ch. Receftl nudum Papp fimpl Anthera bafi in,

fet duas defi

>9^. C^. T. -foliis amplexicaulibus ovatis rugofis fubtiis tomentofis,

calycum fquamis ovatis. -

THE perennial g thick, branched ally brown
or grey, internally w^hitifh : the ftalk is upright, ftrong, round, ftriated

branched, befet with foft hairs, and rifes three or four feet in height

the are g ovate, ferrated ded with reticular veins

fupplied with a ftrong flefhy midrib, on the upper pagina fmooth
the der downy : the which are placed on th

V
upper

part of the ftem arc feflile, and furround the branches, but thofe

towards the bottom ftand upon footftalks : the flowers are large,

yellow, of the compound kind, and terminate the ftem and branches:
the calyx is compofed of feveral rows of ftrong imbricated ovate feg

nients
: tne corolla

kind
fifts of ft hich are of two

s; thofe occupying the centre are of a reg tubul form
divided at the brin fi fmall fegments, and hermaphrodite
each containing five ftiort filaments, which have their anthers united
fo form a hollow cylindcT and a long germen, which fup

ilender
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flender ftyle, about the

bifid iligm; the fl

gth

the

of th

nft

tube, furmfhed th a

P
licr

: tubular, but at the uppei

extremity into three narrow pointed teeth

female an at the

d or flrap-fhaped, and

is fimilar to that

ftriated, quadrang

the receptacle is naked and fl

moift mead d flow or

female part

the feeds are folitary,

or pappus

:

It is a native of England, growin

. July and Augufl:.

hermaphrodite fl

d furnifhed with a fimple feather

It is probable, that Elecampane is the Helenium foliis verbafci of

Diofcorides,^ and the Inula of Pliny,'' who alfo mentions Helenium but

y different pi Elecampane is feldom to be met with

wild fl:ate, but it is commonly cultivated in gardens, from whence the

fhops are fupplied with the root, which is the part directed for medi-

cinal ufe. *' This root, in its recent fl-ate, has a weaker and lefs grateful

fmell than when thoroughly dried and kept for a length of time,

which
of Flor

greatly improved dour th approaching to th

orris. Its tafl:e firfl: being chewed, is glutinous and

fomewhat rancid, quickly fucceeded by an aromatic bitternefs and

pungency. Spirituous liquors extract its virtues in greater perfedion

than watery ; the former fcarce elevate any thing in difl:illation ; with

the an fTe oil fe which concretes into white flakes

this pofl^efl^es at firfl; the flavour of the Elecampane, but generally lof$

keeping. An extradl, made with

and pungency of the

pofl^efl^es the bitternefs

but lefs degree than that made with

The high op
s

ed by the ancients of the virtues of

Elecampane maybe colleded from the words of Schroder, who fay

" Abfl:ergit, difcutit, aperit, pulmonica efl:. Stomacha. alexiph

fudorifera, &c. Ufus prcacip, in tartaro pulmonum renumque
>

^ Lih. I. ^p 7
'' Lib. xix. ^P' 5

^ ^ ^^ Helenium e lacrymis Helenas natum, & ideo in Helena infula laudntiffimuni. Eft

^«tem frutex humije Ipargens dodorantibus ra,mulisj folio fimili ferpyllo." Lik^ xxi c. 9^

The
^^VErucas virides, inulas ego primus amaras
M Sat. 8. v. 5

quum rapula plenus

Atque acidas mavult inulas. Sat. 2. V. 44-

ando,
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a 1ndo, ac educentlo, & hinc in tufli, afthmate, in cruditatibus ventricle
mendandis, ureteribus referandis, in^ pefte, contagiofifque morbis

arcendis, in fcabie."" Bergius alfo afcribes many virtues to this root

and from its fenfible and chemical qualities it promifes to be a medi
cine 0^ fome efficacy ; but in the difeafes in which it is principally re

commended, as dyfpepfia, pulmonary afFedions, and uterine obftruc

we have no fatisfadory evidence of its medicinal powers.' Ort

dram of this root in infufion, and from two drams to half

in decodion, is faid to be the dofe ufually given.

^ p. 602. See JIfton*s M. M. vol, i. p
See Cullen's M. M. vol. ii, p, 45

<

e

THYMUS VULGARIS. COMMON GARDEN THYME

STNONTMA. Thymus. Pharm, Edinh. Thymus vulgaris

Iblio tenuiore. -Bauh, Pi?i, p, 219. Tourn. IriJI. p, ip6. Thy-
•mum durius. Dod, Perapt. p, 2j^, Gerard Emac, p, ^j^t- Rait

Hiji, p. S^^' Park, neat., p .

« Thymus vulgaris folio teniiiore. C, B,

Narrow-leav d Gardeii Thyme,

^ Thymus vulgaris folio latiore.* €, B.

Broad-leav d Garden Thyme. Hort, Kew.
I

Clafs Didynamia. Ord, Gymnofpermia. L!n,'Gen,Plant,j2j.

PJj. Gen, Ch. Calycis bilabiati faux villis claufa,

o/. Ch. T. eredus, foliis revolutis ovatis, floribus verticillato-ipicatis..

i HE root is perennial,woody, and fubdivided into fmall fibres : the
Items are numerous, round, hard, branched, and ufually rife about afoot

*

Ko.

i his is the variety to which the figure and defcription here given apply

22. 4G in
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s or

in height: the leaves are fmall, narrow, elliptical, often illghtly
]

dented at the edges, befct with fmall glands, and (land in pairs up
very fhort foolRalks : the flow^ers terminate the branches in who
round clufters : the calyx is tubular, ftriated, clofed at the mouth with
fmall hairs, and divided into tv/o lips ; of thefe the uppermoll: is cut
into three teeth, the lowermdfl: into two : the corolla is monopetalous
confifting of a tube, v/hich is about the length of the calyx, and
divided at the brim into two lips, of a pale purple colour ; the \p/)er
Up is erea, or turned back, and notched at the end ; the under
longer, expanding, and divided into three fegments ; of thefe ^the
middle fegment is the broadefl : the fdaments are two long, and two
fliort

: the antheras fmall and round : the germen is divided into four
parts, from the centre of which ifKies the ftyle, which is thread-
ihaped, and furniilied with a bifid ftigma : the ittd^ are four, fmall,
roundiffi, and lodged at the bottom of the calyx. It is a native of
the South of Europe, and flowers from May till Auguft.-

According to C. Bauhin, this plant is the <svi^s of Diofcorides and
Theophraftus/ It grows wild abundantly in the mountainous parts of
Italy and Spain ; we are therefore the more induced to hippofe it to
be the plant of this name fo frequently mentioned by the Latin poet.''

It^was cultivated by Gerard, and ufually finds place in our gardens
with the other pot-herbs.

This herb has an agreeable aromatic frnell, and a warm pungent
tafte. " To water it imparts, by infufion, its aromatic odour, but
only a weakjafte: in diftillation, it gives over an eiTential oil, in

quantity about an ounce, from thirty pounds of the herb in flower;

of a gold yellow colour if diftilled by a gentle lire, of a deep brownifli:

red if by a ftrong one, of a penetrating frnell, refembling that of the

Thyme itfelf, in tafte exceflively hot and fiery : the remaining decoc-

tion infpiflated, leaves a bitt'erifh, roup-hifh, fubfaline extrad. The

'i\

D
%

3 n.Si6. hlfl. 2. r. caus. 5. a'^o ''»

«;//.« quod iis qui animi deliqulum patiuntur adhlbeatur r alii xno r-^s ^vi^xasos km rvs^vy>?

deducunt, quod hoc veteres in facris, quae igiie accenfo fiebant, primuin ufi iint, ut apud
Rhodiginum, L 3. c. 23. legere eft."

b Nerine Galatea S
are probably alluded to; they are equally fragrant, and coveted by

/ a6th

r"
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J

jiaivc matter, which hj water is onlv partially dlffolYed, is by rediikd

fliril aiiTolved completely, though the tincture dif^coyers lefs of the

fJnelJ of the Thyme than the watery iiifafion : the fpirit brings over,

hi aiitillation, a part of its flavoiir, leavinp; aa extraa of a weaf^ an cxua^L oi a weaK
" c

fmell, and of a penetrating caniphoratedf pungency

By Bergius the virtues of Thyme are faid to be refolvent, e'mme-
nagogue, diuretic, tonic, and ilomachic ;' but v/e find no difeafe

lUoned in which its ufe is particularly recommended either by him
or other writers on the Materia Medica. As agreeing in common with
the natuml order of verticillat^, its aromatic qualities may be found
equally ufeful in fome of thofe complaints for which lavender, fag:e

rofemary, &cc. are ufualiy employed.

.
«= Lewis, M. M. />. 650.

f This plant feems aa-aally to contain a fpecies of camphor, thus noticed by Murray •

Camphorae fpeciem continet herba, qure fefe declaruit mox poft deftillationem ejus cimr
aqua, dum oleum ab ea fepararetur, tam in goflypio quam orificio vitri, cryriallis exiguis,
dein poll aliquot dierurn moratii in fundo vitri cryflallis, avellanse nucis adeo maanitu-
dini?, cubicis, faccharo candi fimilibus." App. Med. vol. it p. 125. Thefe wiSi the^
odour of Thyme, had in every other refpeft the qualities of camphor. See Phil. Tranf.

b

p. Z2Ujqq. C5 *

M. M. p. 536

^^'

MUS SERPYLLUM, WILD, or MOTHER of THYME.
'JJUT-TMLm^JPt^^a^JW^^B^fc—fc, Mfc-wi^

SYNONTMA.- Serpyllum.
, Pharm. Edinb. Serpyllum vulga

minus. Bauh. Pin. p. 220,: Park, Theat. p. 8. Serpyllum vi

gare. Gerard Emac. /. 570. Rail PTift. /. 52 1 . Synop. p. 2 3
Thymus foliis ovatis ad bafm ciliatis. Hal. Stirp. Hch. n. 23
Thymus Serpyllum. Budfo?i. Flor. Ang. p. 229. Withering. B
^rrang. p, 623. Curt. Flor. Lond.^

5

m

^

&

Serpyllum vulgare minus. C. K
Commonfmooth Mother of Thyme. \.

r

Serpyllum foliis citri odore.- C. B.

Lemow Thyme. .

7 SK>erpyllum
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V

Serpyllum villofiim frutlcofius, llorlbur, dilute rubcndbus. Rav^vnot
Hoary Mother of Tbymc,

^ Serpyllum anguftifolium lilrfutum. C, B.

Hairy Mother of Thyfne. See Hort. Kew.

Clafs Didynamia. Ord, Gymnofpermia. Lin, Gen. Plant, 72^

EJf, Gen, Ch. Calycis bilabiatl faux villis claufa.

\ Sp, Ch, X floribus capitatis, caullbus repentibus, folils planls obtufis

bafi ciliatis.

THE root IS perennial, woody, fibrous, and of a brown colour:
tbe ftems are numerous, hard, fquare, branched, ^procumbent, and
rife from four inches .to a foot in height : the flowers are of a
purplifli colour, and ftand in whorls towards the top of the ftem and
branches

:
the leaves are ovate, entire, fmooth, befet with numerous

fmall glands, fringed with hairs towards the bafe, and ftand in pairs

upon very fhort footftalks : the calyx, the corolla, and fexual parts,

correfpond with thofe mentioned of the Thymus vulgaris. It

IS a native of Britain, affeding heaths and mountainous fituations,

flowering in July and Auguft.

It is obferved 'by Mr. Curtis, that « few plants are fubjed to fo

many varieties as the Wild Thyme. In its moft natural -ftate, when
found on dry expofed downs,'' it is fmall and procumbent : when
growing among furze or other plants, which afford it flielter, it runs
up With a flender ftalk to a foot or more in height, and aflumes an
appearance which might puzzle the young botanift." The fpecimen,
from which the drawing for the annexed plate was taken, ^--
lituation which fubjedcd it to neither of thefe extremes^ but it has

been fo far fheltered as to participate more of the charader of the

,V^ '

l^
v^^})^^

^ received opimon, that this and other aromatic herbs give a flavour to

f T\ r
'^ '""^ ^''^^ ^'''^^^^* ^^^^fe Plants abound : but It Is well known that flieep

relule thele aromatic^ v hen they have a choice of other pafturao;<;. Curt, See Account

grew

.of Sheep Walks in Spain.. Gent. Mag. 1764.
latter
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.atter tliaii the former. This plant has the fame fenfible qualities as

thofe of the garden thyme, but has a milder, and rather more grate-

ful flavour. " Its eflential oil is both in fmaller quantity, and lefs

acrid, and its fpirituous extrad comes greatly ihort of the penetratinp;
warmth and pungency of that of the other. "^ From this it appears
that the Serpyllum, though poffeffing fimilar qualities, is evidently
lefs medicinal than the foregoing fpecies.''

^

* Lewis, M. M. p, 651. '

« Ifthls is the fame as the Serpyllum, of _Diofcorides, he Is of a difFerent opinion,
as he fays, "Jylveftre ad medendi ufum aptius quam fit hortenfe." E.,r.xxov, ab zeJ
...r.r.A\r.rr f^ Pim.r wl... r^omrr.^,.^s its ufc iH various difcafcs. L. XX. c. 22. See Diofc'
L,iiLc^4-6. Iheoph. 6» hiji. 7

f

Theftvlis et rar

by

Allia ferpyllumque herbas contundit olentes., E n. 10.

LINUM USITATISSIMUM, • COMMON FLAX.

STNONTMA, Linum. Pharm. Lond. '^ EdinL Linum arvenfe

y, Bauh. Hifl. in, p, 451., HalL Slirp. Helv, n, ^76,

Bauh. Pin. p, 214. ' Linum fativum. Gerard^ Emac, p, ^^6
Part T/jeaL p. 1335. Rail HiJi. p. 1072. , Synop, p, 362,
Linum.

L. ufitatifTimum. Hudf. Flor. Ang, p, 133. Withering, B
Arrang. p, ^2^, Curt, Flor, Lond, A;... Biofcor. Z. 2. c, 125;
neoph, ^^ Hift, 7,

J

I

<^H' Pentandria. Ord, Pentagynia. Un, Gen, Plant, 389. ^

'

M^Gen, Ch, Cat, 5-phyllus. Petala $^ -Caps, 5-valvis, i o-locularis.

Sem, folitaria.
r q

F' Gh, L. calycibus capfulifque mucronatis, petalis crenatls, foliis

ianceolatis alternis, caule fubfolitario.

No 23 4 H THE
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THE root IS annual
:
the flalk is ered:, round, imootli, hvmchcS

towards the top, and riles about a foot and a half in height :* the
branches are fnnple, aUernate, and terminated by the flowers which
are foUtary, and of a fky-blue colour : the leaves are lance-'lhaped
acute, feflile, fmooth, glaucous,- vertical, and alternately fcattered
over the flalk and. branches : the calyx is divided into five fegments
which are femi-lance-fhaped, pointed, and flightly fringed with fm all
hairs

:
the corolla is funnel-fhaped, confifling of five petals which

ge, obovate, flriated, and minutely Icolloped at their extremities

/

the filaments are five, tapering, upright, about the lenp-th^ of the
calyx, united at the bafe, and crowned with fimple anthers : the
germen is oval

: the five flyles are filiform^, ered, of the length of

/ .

F

the filaments, and furnifhed with blunt fligmata : the
globular, divided into five valves, and ten cells : the feeds are folitary,
gloffy,

^
and of a fiattifh oval fhape. It is a native of Britain, and

grows in corn fields and fandy paftures : the flowers appear in July,
/'lax ^ is an article of fuch extenfive utility for various oeconomical

purpofes, that the plant which furnifhes it has obtained the trivial
name of ufitatifhmum ; and when it is confidered that its feeds afford an
oil^ equally ufeful in arts and in medicine,, it may well be deemed m
objed of national importance. Seafible of this, the Society for the
Encouragement of Arts, Manufadures, and Commerce, has laudably

deavoured to promote and extend th of this plant
Britain, and not without fuccefs. - But flill the greatefl part of Flax
and Linfeed ufed in this country is the growth of the northern parts
of Europe, where it is cultivated mofl abundantly. , .

*

" The feeds have an unduous mucilaginous fweetifh tafle, but no
reniarkable fmell ; on exprefTion, they yield a' large quantity of oil,

which, when carefully drawn without the application of heat, has no

» It is remarked by Hafelquift, that in Egypt this plant rifes with a flrong ftem to the
h

4¥

b

^efa til hel. Landet. p
The bark of the plant'is compofed fibo J

— ". f'""'-"' v-wixipuicu »n uuiiierous imaii rougn longitudinal nores, con-
nected together with a glutinous matter which is diirolved by maceration in water,
leaving the naked fibres, which are then to be dried and beaten, by which means the inner
membranous parts are eafily feparated ; after this it is combed, and fit to be fpun into
thread.—it has been obferved that the water in which this bark has been macerated,
becomes poifonous to cattle, and on this account the pradlce of keeping it in any
running Itream or common pond, was prohibited by Statute 33d Henry VIII. cap. 17.

•i
^ part
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particular tafle or flavour
:

in fome properties it differs confidera-

bly from mod of the other oils of this kind ; not congealing in
\vinter; not forming a folid foap with fixed alkahne falts ;* ading
more powerfully as a inenftruum on fulphureous bodies, than any
other expreiTed oil that has been tried. The feeds, boiled in water,
yield a large proportion of a ftrong flavourlefs mucilage : to reaified

fpirit they give out little or nothing." *=

Linfeed appears to afford but little nourifhment, and when taken
as food has been found to impair the llomach, and produce great
flatulency: efFeds, which are noticed of thefe feeds by Galen,'' and
fmce amply confirmed by Tragus, who relates ' that, in confequence
of a fcarcity of corn in Zealand, the inhabitants were urged to the
necefTity of eating boiled Linfeed, which occafioned a remarkable
diftentipn of the hypochondria, fwellings of the face and other parts,

which in feveral inflances proved fatal.

;
Infufions and decodions of thefe feeds, like other vegetable muci-

lages, are ufed as emollients or demulcents in hoarfenelTes, coughs,
and pleuretic fymptoms, which frequently prevail in catarrhal affec

they are alfo recommended in nephritic pains and ftranguries:
for thefe purpofes, a fpoonful of the feeds unbruifed is faid to be
fuflicient for a quart of water.^ The feeds are alfo much ufed externally
in emollient and maturating cataplafms. The exprefTed oil is an
officinal preparation, and is fuppofed to be of a more healing and
balfamic nature than the other oils of this clafs f it has therefore been
very generally employed in pulmonary complaints, alfo in colics,'' and
conftipations of the bowels/

* GeofFroy, Mem. de Tacad. des fcien. de Paris Vann. 1741.-
<= Lewis, M. M. p. 397. •

^ Simp. L. 7. de alim. fac. L i.e. 32.
See Raii Hiji. />. 1073. ^ Lewis, I. c.

^^ This fubje£t is examined on treating of ^.-.. . , .

__See Sydenham, (Oper. cap. de pleur. p. 265. j Haen, {Rat. Med. P. i. p. 24.
i^'U. p. 103. j and others.

Haen, /. c. P. H. p. 204. V. Swieten, Com. vol. i'l. p. 143. Gallefky mentions
leveral cafes of conftipation and colic, proceeding from different caufes, fuccefsfully
treated by this oil, See Abhandl. v. Miferere u. d. Kraften d. Leinols in dies. Krankh.
P; 75- feq. Alfo Lentin, Beob. einig Krankh. p. 149. Vide Murray, App. Med. vol.

Olea eurooaea. See Aled^ Bot. voL iiu

4B5. feq^^It a
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GEOPrROYA INERMIS. SMOOTH GEOFFROYA,
Or, BASTARD CABBAGE-TREE.

STNONTMA. Geoffea. Phanih Ed'inh, GeofFrasa jamaicencis

inermis. Wr'ighfs Befcription and Ufe of the Cabbage-bark Tree of
*

Jamaica, PhiL Tranf vol 6j. /. 507. GeofFroya inermis

liolis lanceolatls. Swartz, Prodr

Clafs Diadelphia. Ord, Decandria. Lm, Gen, Plant, 876.
t

r

Eff. Gen, Ch, Cal, 5-fidus. Brupa ovata. Nucleus comprelFus.

Sp,Ch. G. inermis, foliolis lanceolatis. Swartz, I, c.

^

THIS tree rifes to a cohfiderable height, and towards the top

fends ofF feveral branches : the wood is hard enough to admit of

being poHihed : the external bark is finooth and grey, internally it is

black and furrowed : the leaves are pinnated, confifting of feveral

pairs of pinnae, which are lance-fhaped, pointed, veined, fmooth,

{landing in pairs upon fhort footilalks, but with an odd one at the

end ; the flowers appear in clufters upon large branched fpikes : the

^
calyx is bell-fhaped, and divided into five fhort obtufe fegments : the

corolla is of the papilionaceous kind, of a pale rofe colour, confifting

of a vexiUum, which is roundifh, concave, and notched at the apex

;

two ^Z^, which are oblong, obtufe, concave, and fomewhat fhorter

than the vexillum, and an obtufe divided carina : the filaments are

ten, nine of which are united at the bafe : the antherse are fimple,

and roundifh: the germen is oval, and furnifhed with a tapermg

curved ftyle, which is terminated by a hooked ftigma : the fruit is

pulpy, refembling a fmall plum, and containing a hard nut or feed,

feparated into two valves, and marked on each fide with a longitu-

dinal furrow.

This tree is a native of Jamaica, where it is difi:inguiilied by the

name of Cabbage-bark tree, or Worm-bark tree : the bark, which

has a mucilaginous and fweetifh tafte, and a difagreeable fmeli, was
^ ' ""

firft
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^ ^

firft
noticed as a vermifuge by Mr. Peter Duguld/ Since that time

feveral accounts of its anthelmintic virtues have been given in the

Medical Commentaries by different authors : but Dr. Wright, who
refided a long time at Jamaica, has communicated the fulleft infor-

madon concerning this tree, both in refped: to its medical and bo-

tanical characters. Linnasus enumerates only one fpecies of this

^i*^

jrenus, which is called after Geoffroy, viz. G. fpinofa ; and, in con

tradillindion to this, Dr. Wright, on difcovering that the plant here

figured belonged to the fame family, and was deilitute of fpines,

very properly gave it the trivial name of inermis^ and it has fmce

been recognized and confirmed in this name upon the authorities of

Swartz and Alton, though, it is not yet admitted into any of the edi-

tions of the Syftema Vegetabilium of Linnaeus. This fpecies was

firft introduced into this country by Meffrs. Kennedy and Lee,

who cultivated it at Hammerfmith about the year 1778. Accord

to Dr. Wright, the bark of this tree is powerfully medicinal, and its

anthelmintic effeds have been eflabliflied at Jamaica by long expe-

rience.

It may be given in different forms, as in decodion, fyrup, powder,

and extrad ; and the manner of preparing and exhibiting thefe arc

thus ftated by Dr. Wright

:

" The decodion. Take frefh-dried or well-preferved cabbage-

bark, one ounce. Boil it in a quart of water, over a flov/ fire, till

the water is of an amber colour, or rather of deep coloured Madeira

wine ; drain it off, fweeten it with fugar, and let it be ufed imme-

diately, as it does not keep many' days. . '

C(
Syrup of Cabbage-bark. To any quantity of the above d

tion add a double portion of fugar, and make a fyrup. This will

retain its virtues for years. ^

" The extrad of cabbage-bark is m,ade by evaporating the ftrong

decodion in halneo maiia to the proper confiftence ; it mull be con-

tinually ftirred,as otherwife the refinous part rifes to the top, and on
this probably its efficacy depends.

Thi thinks that the inhabitants of J
Jweet vUi

potatoes, &c." and confiders it particularly fortunate, that the ifland fupplies them with

this bark, which « appears to be the moff powerful vermifuge vet known,
^^^

'^
"'^-

qucntly brings away as many worms bv ftool
'

'

''"
'

''"' " ^""^ ^""''' ''^'^

^'J'^'^^'tiom Phyfical and Lluraru vol ii, p.

fill a large hat." See EJJays and

IS'o. 23 4I Tl
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44 The powder of well-dried bark is eafity mad looks like

jallap, though not of equal fpecilic gravit)

" This bark, like moft other powerful anthelmintics,

:r to begeffea

dofe

and on this account it is ways prop with frn

,
which may be gradually increafed till a naufea is excited

hen the dofe for that patient is afcertained. But by frequent ufe we
can in common determine the dof;

on the fafe fide.

)
gh we chufe to err rather

i% A flrong healthy grown perfon may, at firft, take four table

fpoonfuls of the decodion or fyrup, three grains of the extrad^ or

thirty grains of the powder for a dofe

((

6
if.

4

A youth, three table fpoonfuls of the decodion or fyrup, two

s of extrad, or twenty grains of powder.

A perfon of ten years of age, two table fpoonfuls of the dec(

tion or fyrup, one grain and a half of extrad, or fifteen g
the powder

of

(C Children of two or three years old, a table fpoonful of the de-

ain of extrad, or ten grains of the powdercodion or fyrup, one grain

Children of a year old, half the quantity

Thefe may be increafed, as above obferved, till a naufea is excited

which will depend on the ftrength, fex, and habit of body of the

patient
(( Care muft be take th cold water be not drank during the

operation of this medicine, as it is in this cafe apt to occafion ficknefs,

vomiting, fever, and delirium. When this happens, or when an

over large dofe has been given, the ftomach muft be wafhed with

warm water : the patient muft fpeedily be purged with Caftor-oil, and

ufe plenty of lime-juice beverage for common drink ; vegetable acid

being a powerful antidote in this cafe

opium
well as in an over dofe of

The decodlon is what is moftly given here, and feldom fails to

perform every thing that can be expeded from an anthelmintic me-

dicine, by deftroying worms in the inteftines, and bringing them

away in great quantiti By freq ufe, however, thefe animals

become familiarized, and we find it neceflary to intermit

courfe to others of inferior merit.

y
have

u
/ The

J
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<* The writers of the Edinburgli Medical Commentaries take notice

tliat the decoaion of cabbage-bark always excites vomiting. We find

no fuch effed from it here, and may account for it by their receiving

It in mouldy ft A fyrup, therefore, is g there with better

effea:. They obferve alfo that it has a diuretic virtue, which we have
taken notice of here

This bark purges pretty brifkly, efpecially in powd
r

thirty

wayforty grains working as well as jallap by ftool ; but in this

does not feem to kill w-orms fo well as in decodion.
« Five grains of the extrad made a ftrong man fick, and purged

him feveral times ; but, by frequent ufe, he took ten grains to produce
at length the fame efFed.

It muft not be concealed that fatal accidents have happened from
dofingthe imprudent adminiftration of this bark, chiefly from

the medicine

bark, fince the beft medicines, when abufed, become deleterious

But this cannot detrad from the merit of the cabbag

and
even our beft aliments, in too great quantity, prove deftrudive. Upo
the whole, the cabbage-bark is a moft valuable remedy, and I hop
will become an addition to the materia medica,'^

,' ^-y/^-:''4*- -'viy' ^

PASTINACA OPOPANAX. OPO PANAX,
Or, ROUGH PARSNEP.

\

Opopanax, gummi-refina. Pharm, Lond,

SrNONTMA Panax coftinum. Baub, F,

Heracleum.

1 676. /. 2 8

56 Panax

Morris Hift, /. ///. p, 315. Boccone^yourn, des Sf.

Gerard Emac, p 3 Rail Hlfl, p, 4 Hera-
cleum alterum, five peregrinum Dodonaei. FarL Tbeat. p. 948
t'aftinaca fylveftris altiffima

^ouan
> Ilhift^

Tourn. Jnjl. l"^") P. Opopanax

/. 3 ) 4
r^j

Clafs
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Clafs Pentandria. Ord, Dlgynia. Lin, Gen, Plant, 362.
i

E/f, Gen, Ch, Fru6lus ellipticus, comprefTo-planus. Fetala involuta

Integra.

Ch, P. foliis pinnatis : follolls bafi antica excifis. Syjl, Veg.

THE root Is perennial, thick, flefhy, tapering like the garden
parfnep : the ftalk is flrong, branched, rough towards the bottom, and
rifes feven or eight feet in height : the leaves are pinnated, confiftin^

of feveral pairs of pinnse, which are oblong, ferrated, veined, aiid

towards the bafe appear unformed on the upper fide ; the flowers are

fmall, of a yellowifh colour, and terminate the Hem and branches in

fiat umbels : the general and partial umbels are compofed of many-
radii : the general and partial involucra are commonly both wanting:
all the florets are fertile, and have an uniform appearance : the petals

are five, lance-fhaped, and curled inwards: the five filaments are

fpreading, curved, longer than the petals, and furnifhed with roundifh
antherai : the germen is placed below the corolla, fupporting two re-

flexed flyles, which are fupplied with blunt ftigmata : the fruit is

elliptical, comprefled, divided into two parts, containing two
feeds, encompafl^ed with a narrow border. It is a native of the South
of Europe, and flowers in June and July.

This fpecies of Parfnep was cultivated in 1 73 1 by Mr. P. Miller,

who obferves that its " roots are large, fweet, and accounted very

nourifhing, " therefore recommended for cultivation in kitchen-gar-

dens.'' It bears the cold of our climate very well, and commonly
maturates its feeds, and its juice here manifefts fome of thofe qualities

which are difcovered in the officinal opopanax ;" but it is only in the

warm regions of the Eaft, and where this plant is a native, that its juice

.concretes into this gummy refinous drug, Opopanax Is obtained by

See his Di£i.
»» Alfton fays, « with regard to thefe plants growing here, X venture to fay, that, \i

their juice be .not the opopanax, it is very like it." M. M. v. ii. p. 443.

^ We find no account of the rnanner of obtaining this drug fince that mentioned by

JJodonaeus, Pempu (p. 309.) & ^occone, (1. c.^

means
m-
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t incifions made at the bottom of the ftalk of the plant, from
whence the juice gradually exudes and by undergoing fp

afTumes the appearance under which we have it imported
from Turkey and the Eaft-Indi VIZ. fometimes m little round
drops or tears, more commonly in irregular lumps, of a reddifli vellow

mternally of a paler

I

colour, on th tfid with fpecks of wh
colour, and frequently variegated with large white pieces

« This gummy-refm has a flrong difagreeable fmell.

acrid fomewhat naufeous tafte.
and a bitter

milky liq

refinous matter, and becomes yellowifh

^

It readily mingles with water, by
which on ftanding depofits a portion of

redified fpirit it yields

ff/^"''lT,f.^'J"^"'"'
."^^''^ taftes and fmells ftrongly of Opopanax.

Water diitilled from it is impregnated with its fmell, but no effential
cil is obtained on committing moderate quantities to the operation." ^

Opopanax has been long employed by phyficians, ai
for attenuating, deobftruent and
commonly prefcribed

aperient

qua! are

mbination with other med

indicate it to be a medicin

no means afcertained, nor do its fenfib

id efteemed

but as it is

thefe

qualities
of ^much power. Dr. Cullen clafles

fo than

with the antifpafmodics
5 it is however lefs fetid than galbanum, though

^^^'^
^ ^]" ammoniacum, and therefore maybe fuppofed to have

lome afiimty to a union of thefe two. It has commonly been given in
hypochondriacal affeaions, vifceral obftruftions, menftrual fuppref-
iioiis,and afthmas, efpecially when conneded with a phlegmatic habit
ot body. It has no place in the Mat. Med. of the Edinburgh Phar-
niacopoeia, but, by the London College it is directed in the pillule e
gummL

*

v

N
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RHAMNUS CATHARTICUS. PURGING BUCKTHORN.

STNONTMJ. Spina cervlna. Pharm. Lojid.i^ Ed'tnb, Rham-

nus catharticus. Bauh, Pin, p. ^y^. Rail HiJI. p, 1^2^, Synop,

p. 466. Hudfon, Flor, J?ig.p, 98. Withering, Bot.Arrang.p. 230.

Flor, Dan. 850. Rhamnus folutlvus. Gerard Emac. p. 1337.

Rhamnus folutlvus five Spina infedorla vulgaris. Park, Tloeat, p,

243. Rhamnus foliis fplnofis, ovato-Ianceolatis, ferratis. Hal.

Stijp. Helv. n, 824.
b

Clafs Pentandrla. Ord, Monogynia. Lin, Gen, Plant, 265.

*

EJf, Gen, Ch, CaU tubulofus ; fquamls ftamina munientibus. Cor,

nulla. Bacca,

Sp, Ch, R. fpinls termlnallbus, floiibus quadriUdis dioicis, foliis

ovatis, caule eredlo.
y

THIS fhrub is covered with dark brownlfh bark, divided into many
branches, befet with ftrong fpines, and ufually rifes feven or eight feet

in height : the leaves are nearly elliptical, ferrated, veined, and ftand

on fhortiih footftalks : the flowers are commonly male and female

upon different plants, fmall, greenilh, and placed in clufters upon

fimple peduncles: the calyx fupplies the place of a corolla, it Is

funnel-fhaped, of a pale green colour, and divided at the extremity

>into four fpreading pointed fegments : the filaments are ufually four

arifmg from the bafe of a fmall convex fcale, very fliort, and furniihed

with round antherse : the germen is round, and fupports a flender

ftyle, terminated by a trifid fligma : the fruit is a round black berry

containing four feeds, which are comprefTed on one fide, and protu-

berant on the other. It is a native of Britain, ufually growing in

woods and hedges near brooks, flowering in May and June, and

>

ripening its feeds about the end of September.

The fruit or berries of this Shrub, w^hich have been long received

into the Materia Medica, are about the fize of a fmall pea, and when
ripe
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ripe of a Mning black colour : they contain a pulpy deep

hich h pleafa
juice

bitterifh, acrid, naufeouswnicn nto a xctxx.u ^..^..^«.c...^ ^lAi^ii, aiiu d uiuenin, acrid, na

tafte: they operate briftly by ftool, and hence the plant derives the

Xi'mt cathart'iciis i"" their purgative effeds are conftantly accompanied
fiderable thirft, and drynefs of the th and throat,

frequently with fevere griping of the bowels, efpecially unlefs fom
diluting liquor be plentifully drunk immediately after taking them.

be about twenty of the fi-efli berries in fub

1

" The dofe

ftan

and

twic

faid

thrice th mber in decod:

a half of the dried berries ; an ounce of the expreffed
j

half an ounce of the rob or extrad:, obtained by infpiilating the
j

The juice .made into a fyrup is the ofli

ram or a dram
or

preparation, and in this

ftate it has been generally preferred by phyficians, who found that in

dofes of one ounce to two it proved a very powerful purgative, and
was therefore much employed as a hydrag Few patients

however are able to bear a frequent repetition of this medi
Sydenham, who was partial to the purgative treatment of hyd

d

pical difeafes, found that other cath more effedually anfwered
this purpofe : at prefent it is rarely prefcribed except in conjundion
with other medicines of this clafs.

+

The inner bark, like that of Elder, Is faid to be a ftrong cathartic,

and to excite vomiting.*

• This juice Is called by the French Verd de Veffie, or Sap Green, and 'is ufed for

painting or ftaining paper : that of the unripe berries is yellow, and when tlie berries are

gathered late in the autumn, the juice is purple. It is alfo ufed as a dye. See Lin.
Flor. Suec. p. 72.

^ It is reported that the flefli of thofe birds which feed upon thefe berries is purgative.
Homberg, Me7n. de I'Acad, des Sc. de P

i

aris^ ijl?.. p. g.

<= Lewis, Ad'. M. p. 612.

Riverius, ?rax. lib. iu cap. 6. p. 44.—Boerhaave, Dc mr'ih, med.p. 308.—Chomel
Wudl. torn. i. p, 19,—Sydenham, Opera^ p. 488.

Allioni, Fl, Pedmonty f, ii, p, 130.

TANACETUM
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TANx\CETUM VULGARE. COMMON TANSY.

S TNONTMJ, Tanacetum. Pbarm,, Lond, cif Edinh. Rail Hljl.

p. 2)^^, Sy?iop. p, 1 8 8. Gerard Emac, /. 650. Tanacetum vulgan

luteum. Baiih. Pin, p, 132. Tanacetum vulgare. Park, Theat, p
8 Hudfon Flor, Ang, p, 357. Withering, Bot, Arrang. p, 887
Flor, Ban, p, 871. Tanacetum foliis pinnatis, pinnis femipinnatis

acute dentatis. Hal, Stirp, He^
>

r

L

Clafs Syngenefia. Or^. Polygamia Superflua. Lin, Gen, Plant, i^^,

r

EJf, Gen, Ch, Recept, nudum. Pappus fubmarginatus. Cal, im-

tricatus, hemifphsericus. Cor, radii obfoletas, 3-lid^.
I

h

Sp, Ch, T. foliis bipinnatis incifis ferratis.

THE root is perennial, long, creeping, and fibrous: the ftem is

flrong, ered, often reddifh, branched towards the top, fmooth, befet

with leaves, and rifes two or three feet in height: the leaves are
doubly pinnated; leffer pinnae, numerous, notched, or deeply ferrated;

principal ribs edged with leafy clefts : the flowers are yellow, com-
pound, and produced in a corymbus: the calyx confifts of numerous
Imall imbricated fquamse, forming a common perianthum of an
hemifpherical fhape : theflorets at the difc are hermaphrodite, tubular,

divided at the mouth into five pointed fegments : the florets at the

harder arefemale, and ciit at the brim into three teeth : tlie filaments
are five, very fhort, flender, and furniftied with anthers, which unite

and form a hollow cylinder : the germen in both the hermaphrodite
d female florets is oblong, fmall, and fupports a filiform flyle, fur

nifhed with a cloven reflexed fi:igma : the feeds are naked, folitary,

and of an oblong fliape : the receptacle is convex and naked. It is a

native of England, growing in moift paftures, borders of corn fields,

roads, and rivers, and flowering in July and Augufl:.

'

This
1.
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This fpecies, of which there Is a variety, fo/iis crifpls^ the curled

Tanfy, which is faid to be more grateful to the ftomach than tlie

common Tanfy, and has therefore been preferred by fome for medical

purpofes ; but as the fenfible qualities of the latter feem moft powerful,

^e judge it to be moil efficacious.

'
<* The leaves and flowers of Tanfy have a ftrong, not very dif-

aareeable fmell, and a bitter fomewhat aromatic tafte : the flowers are

ftronger though rather lefs unpleafant than the leaves. They give

out their virtue both to water and fpirit, mofl: perfedly to the latter

:

the tindure made from the leaves is of a fine green ; from the flowers

of a bright pale yellow colour. Diftilled with water they yield a
greenifti-yellow effential oil, fmelling fl:rongly of the herb : the re-

maining decodion, infpiflated, aflbrds a fl:rong bitter fubfaline extrad.

The fpirituous tindures give over alfo, in difl:illatIon, a confiderablc

part of their flavour; a part of it remaining along vmh the bitter

jnatter, in the extrad.

According to Bergius, the virtues of Tanfy are tonic, fl;omachic,

anthelmintic, emmenagogue, and refolvent j*" qualities ufually attributed

to bitters of the warm or aromatic kind ; many of which we fliall

foon have occafion to notice under the genus Artemefia, which is

clofely allied to that of Tanacetum in its botanical charader. Tanfy

^

>? b

has been much ufed as a vermxifuge, and tellimonles of its eflicacy

are given by many refpedable phyficians ; not only the leaves but
the feeds have been employed with this intention, and fubfl:ituted for

thofe of Santonicum.

We are told by Dr. Clark, that in Scotland Tanfy was found
to be of great fervice in various cafes of gout \ and Dr. Cullen, who
afterwards was informed of the effeds it produced upon thofe who
had ufed the herb for this purpole, fays, " I have known feveral

who have taken it without any advantage, and fome others who
ported that they had been relieved from the frequency of their goui

b

* -

* See C. Bauh. I. c, '» Lewis, M. if. p. 633. «= Miii. Med. p. 664.

J HoiFman fpeaks highly of Its efficacy. See Med. Syji. T. 4. P- 2. p. 333.
alio liupp. p. 87. Rofenftein, BJkd. cap. de vermibus. * The latter however
much more bitter and aromatic. See Lewis, I. c. ^ Vide, EJays and Obf. phyftcal

S

^'^' '^°^' '"• P- 438. 8 Mat. Med. vol. a. p. 80

No 24 4L • t
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Tanfy Is alfo recommenclcd In the hyftcria, efpecially when tliis d'i' r
is fuppofed to proceed from meiiftrual obfirudions. '

^

This plant may be given m powder to the quantity of a dram o
more, for a dofe -, but it has been more commonly taken in infufi

^

or drunk as tea.
ion

DICTAMNUS ALBUS
r

O
WHITE FRAX INELLA,
-, BASTARD DITTANY

^f

ETNONTMJ, Didam albu s

.

Pharm. Kdinh

albus

Kmac, p

Fr Baiih, Pin, p, 222. I

i Morris^ Hi/}, //7. p. 45 6
Fraxinella flore purpureo & alb

&
Park, Parad, /. 333

Didamnus
r

I. Gerard

02/r;/. /^. ^. 430,

Fraxi- J

/

n.Helv,
F

/J^. 428

Rail Hifcp, 698. 7 Bauhrtllp, 494. i7^/. ^/;>^
/"

9-

Fl

Miller s Fig es
J
ta5

Flore rubr

Jacqiiin^ FL Aiijl.

Clafs Decandrla. Ord, Monogynia. Lin. Gen. Plant, 522

EJf, Gen, Ch, CaL 5-ph): Petala 5, patula. Filarncnta pund
glandulofis adfperfa. Caps, 5, coalitse.

Ch
y

D. foliis pinnatis caule fimplicl. Supp, p

THE
the

4

r ^ J

perennial, and fends off many long fpreadlng fibres

pmnated and pmnx elliptical, veined, pointed >

flightly ferrated, ftand in pairs, and are terminated by an odd one,

which is the largeft : the ftalk is round, fmooth/ered, and rlfes about
a foot and a half height: the bradese are ilipul d placed

fmgly at the bafe of the peduncles : the flowers, appear from May
July; they are numerous, large, white, terminate the ftem, and ftand

ely up
downwards, a

five white petal

g peduncles, which towards the top are bent

d befet with fmall glands : the corolla is com
; of obverfely

pofed of

iliap and inferted the
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By long claws
:
the calyx is rough, and divided into five fhort

H the filaments are

marked with minute
ten, about the leno-tho of thp

to
d

e
penta the ilyle iliort

with •ge antherae

corolla,

: the

pointed ftigma the feed veiTels are five

tapermg, and fupplied with
united capfuies, ( ach

u' hich contains two fmali oval feeds^
t

This plant,which is commonly called Fraxinella,* is a native of Franc

f

Germany

^ fluently ad

d Italy It

borders of

variety which

was cultivated here by Gerard, and fre-

y the redL

mer pi

odour

merous li

It ehiits a fragrant bitumi
h feems to be the eiTential oil of the herb fecreted

glands, with which the ped d filaments
abundantly furniilied. Thefe odorous effluvia are fo very inflam

mable, that on the application of flame, they take fire, efpecialiy on
the evening of a hot dry day/

r

2 part direded for medicinal ufe, "whenThe root, which th

frefh
\

a m.oderately firong, not difagreeable fmell, b as met
•

It fcovers awith in the Ihops it has fcarcely any. To the taft

pretty ftrong and very durable bitternefs, which is taken up both by
atery and fp s menftrua

tmdures, remains entire in the extrads
much larger quantity than the fpiritui

d on infpifi^ating the filtered

tafte
S

the aqueous extract is in

and proportionably weaker

^

k

and

Formerly this root was ufed as a ftomachic, tonic, and alexipharm
'was fuppofed to be a medicine of much efficacy removing

obftrudions, and defl:roying worms ;' but its medicinal powers
became fo little regarded by modern phyficians, that it had fallen almoft

ely difufe till B
publifliing feveral cafes of its fuccefs,
worms, (lumbrici) and menftrual fuppreffi
employed the powdered root to the exten

Stoerck brought it into notice by
t.

VIZ. in tertian m
ns. In all thefe cafes he

of a fcruple twice a day.

* From of the afh.

y, ol''^^^^
^^mt\ PhyP des arhres, torn. I pp^-; Lewis, M.A/.p,2j^.

. cSee

%7 n'„
Matthiolus fays, « ad multa uti

150 Nollet, Phyf.

Geier, DiSlamnograph '11^

P' 523
fi Vide UhelL de Flammula

\ He
/

I.



3i8

He alfo made ufe of a tindure, prepared of two ounces of the

^-

frelli root digefted in fourteen ounces of fpirit of wine ; of this

twenty to fifty drops, two or three times a day, were, fuccefsfully

prefcribed in epilepfies, &c. and when joined with fteel, this root

we are told, was of great fervice to chlorotic patients.
r

The Didamnus undoubtedly is a medicine of confiderable power •

but, notwithftanding the account of it given by Stoerck, who feems

to have paid little attention to its modus operandi,, we may fllll

fay with Halicr, " Nondum autem vires pro dignitate exploratus

eft." 1. c.
'"

CANELLA ALBA, LAUREL-LEAVED CANELLA

STNONTMJ. Canella alba. Fbarm, Lo?id, ^ EdinL Winterania
r

L

Canella. Lin, Supp, /. 247. Arbor baccifera laurifolia aromatica,

fru£tu viridi calyculato racemofo. Shane s Jamaica^ voL ii, p, 87.

/. iQ^i,f, 2. Catejhys Carolina^ vol, ii, p, 50. t, 50. Canella foliis

. oblongis obtufis nitidis, racemis terminalibus. Browne s Jatnaicay

p, 275. /. 2j, f, 3. CafTia lignea Jamaicenfis Laureolae foliis fub-

cinereis cortice piperis modo acri. Pluckenet Almag, p. 89. /. 81.

I. Lin, Spec, Plant, p, ^'^6, Conf, Swartz. Botanical Hijlory

of the Canella Alba, Linnean TranfaEt'ions, p, 96.
L

Clafs Dodecandria. Ord, Monogynia. Lin, Gen, Winterania, p, 598
fh

r

\

EJf, Gen, Ch, Gal, 3-lobus. Pet. 5. Anthers 16, adnatse nedario

urceolato. Bacca 3-locularis. Sem, 2.

L

THE ftem of this tree rifes very flraight, from ten to fifty feet m
height, and branched only at the top ; it is covered with a whitifli

bark, by which it is eafily diftinguiflied at a diftance from other trees in

the woods where it grows : the leaves are placed upon Ihort footftalks,

and Hand alternately : they are oblong, obtufe, entire, of a dark

ilunmg
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Ihmmg gi-een hue, and thick like thofe of the laurel : the flowers

are Tmall, feldom opening, of a violet colour, and grow in clufters

at the tops of the branches upon divided footftalks : the calyx is

monophyllus, divided nearly to its hafe into three lobes, which arc
roundilh, concave, incumbent, green, fmooth, membranous, and per-
fiftent : the corolla is compofed of five petals, wMch are much longer
than the calyx, feffile, oblong, concave, ered, and two of them are
fomewhat narrower than the other three : the nedary is pitch..

-

ihaped, of the length of the petals, and fupports the antherse inftead

of tilaments, which are wanting: the anthers are twenty .^ ^,

parallel, diftind:, fingle valved, and fixed longitudinally to the nedaT)
the germen is ovate, placed above the infertion of the corolla and

f

f

fupports a cylindrical ftyle, furnifhed wath two obtufe rough
ftigmata: the fruit is an .oblong berry, containing four kidney-iliaped
feeds of unequal fize.*

It appears a little furprifing, that the Canella, which is a native of
the Weft Indies, and of which figures have been given by Plukenet^
Sloane, Catefby, Browne," and others, fhould have been generally
confounded with the tree w^hich produces the cortex wanteranus:
£ven the younger LinnjEus, who defcribes this tree under the genus
Winterauia, frx)m a fpecimen in the herbarium of Montin, has acknow-
Jedged that he could not difcover how far it differed from the Drimys,
or Wintera of Murray."" The prefent figure, which is given on the
authoiity of Dr. Swartz, who prefented it to the Linnean Society,
accdmpamcd with a botanical hiftory of the tree,|| will, we hope, re-

y I

* " The whole tree (according to Dr. Swartz) is very aromatic, and when in bloflbm
perfumes the whole neighbourhood. The flowers dried, and foftened again in warnt
water have a fragrant odour, nearly approaching to that of muflc^ The leaves have a
itrong fmell of laurel. The berries^, after having been fome time green, turn blue, and
become n laft of a black glofly colour, and have a faint aromatic tafte and fmell. They

S- ^'P^' ^^ ^^^^ ^^ '^^ ^^"^* ^^ fcveral kinds of laurel, very agreeable to the
IVhite.beUied and BaU-pate Pigeons, (Columba Jamaicenfis ^ leucocephala) which feeding
greedily upon^hem acquire that peculiar flavour fo much admired in the places where
they are found ." L c. '

L
L

* Swartz obferves, that the oiily tolerable figure among thefe is that of Browne, I. c.
b u Quantum diiFerat S^pp, p. 247

F,

No

1

Ij
Read befere the Linnean in December 1788

24. 4 M
\

move
\
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-jnove eyery doubt concerning the true charaders of Canella alba ; and
by comparing the annexed plate with that publifhed of the Winterana
aromatica, in the fifth volume of Medical Obfervations and Inquiries

by Drs. Fothergill and Solander,!| it maybe obferved how far the tree

which produces the' cortex wunteranus, differs from that of our plant'

the bark of w^hich is the officinal Canella alba. The latter appears from
Clufms to have been firfl introduced into Britain about the year i6oo;4'

the former w^as known in England twenty years before, and took its

name from William Winter, captain of one of the fliips which accom-
panied Sir Francis Drake to the Straits of Magellan, from whence he

f

brought this bark to Europe in 1579. John Bauhin appears to be the

lirft " who confounded the names of thele barks, by ftyling the cortex

winteranus Canella alba; and as Sir Hans Sloane, who has given a

feparate defcription of both trees, and was fenfible of a difference in the

tafte of their barks, feems to infinuate that this might depend upon the

place of growth, his remarks did not wholly remove the error/

ProfefTor Murray, in his 14th edition of the Syftema Vegetabilium,

was the firft who made a diftind: genus of Canella, and thus correded

the miftake of LinnasuSjJ who, difregarding the evidence of the old

botanlfts,* combined two genera under the name of Laurus Winterana;
but he afterwards made it a feparate genus, and called it Winterania,

a name by which it has been long univerfally, though improperly

diftinguiflied . Mr. Aiton, who has followed Murray in confidering

the Canella, as differing generically from the tree named after Winter,

informs us, that it was cultivated by Mr. Phillip Miller, at Chelfea,

in I739-'
. -

II
" Some Account of the Cortex Winteranus^ or Magellanicus^ hy Dr. John Fother^W^

^kh a Botanical Defcription by Dr. Solander^ andfame Experiments by Dr. Morris." p- 41.

t He fays, " Ante paucos annos (1605) ccepit exotlcus cortex inferri, cui nomen
Ganellae albae indiderunt." Exot. lib. iv. cat.

%

d

p. 4
Hiji. AjoI. i. p. 460. «* Phil. Tranf. No. 192. p. 462.

V

. t P' 443- Though Murray has here faid, <^ Cortex hujus eft Canella alba oiKcina-

rum," yet the London College has not availed itfel.'' of this authority, no botanical

reference being given to Canella alba in the new pharmacopoeia.

* Among thefe we may notice Plukenet,, who, fpeaking of thefe two trees, fays,

« Varje inter fe plurlmum diverf2e plantae per illarum ignorationem plane confunduntur."
Aimag. Mant. p. 40.

.

f Sp, Plant, ed.i.p.^^i. t See his Hort. Cliff. 448. and Mat. Md,
* Hort, Keiv, vol, ii. p. 12K,

.

^ ^
.

The
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The officinal Canella alba is the bark of the branches of this
/

freed from its outward covering, and dried in the fhad It is brought
Europe in Jong quills,^ which are about three quarters of an inch

ally

yellowifh

diamete fo th cinnamon, and both
colour, with ;

This bark
aromatic,

I

ai

aft

and internally of a whitiili or light brown

hue, and commonly intermixed with thicker pieces, which are

probably obtained from the trunk of

moderately warn

refembles that of

proof fp

is

((

; its fmell is agreeable, and
sxtraded moil perfedly by

In didillation with water it yields an eflential _oil of
yellowifh colour, of a thick onfiften difficultly

feparable from the aqueous fluid, in fmell fufficiently grateful, though
rather lefs fo than the bark itfelf : the remaining decodion, infpiifat P

leave d of great bitternefs, in confiflence not uniform, feem-
ingly compofed of a refinous and gummy matter, imperfedly mixed.
On infpifrating the fpirituous tindure, the fpirit which diftils has no
great fmell or tafle of the Canell b fo far impregnated with
more volatile oil as to turn milky on the admixture of water: the

remaining extrad retains the bitternefs of the bark, but has little more
of its warmth or flavour than the extrad made with water."*
i ^

The ufe of C
W

alba now fuperfedes that of the old bark of
the authority of both the London and Edinburgh ph

macopoeias. It has been fuppofed to pofTefs a confiderable fhare of
medicinal power, and is faid to be an ufeful medicine in the fcurvy,

d fome other compl but it is now confidered merely in th

charader of an aromatic, and like many of the fpices is chiefly employed
lor the purpofe of corroding and rendering lefs difagreeable the more
powerful and naufeous drugs. It is therefore an ingredient in the
pulv. aloet. Pharm. Lond. ar^d in the tindura amara, vinum' amarum,

" thisvmum rhei, &c.^ of the Pharm. Edinb., Swartz tells us that
bark, together with the fruit of Capficum, was formerly a comm
ingredient

"

of the Ant
the

the food and drink of the Caribs, the ancient natives

d even
Hieagre pot of the neg

1

.t prefent it makes a neceflfary addition
"1

Lewis, i/.iTf. /. 186,
"

SCILLA MARITIMA d
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SCILLA MARITIMA. OFFICINAL SQUILL,
Or, SEA ONION.

J-

STNONTMJ. Scilla. Fbarm. Lond, 'd Edlnh. Scilla vulgaris

radice rubra. Bauh. Pin, p, 73. Rail Hijl, p-, 1164. Scilla

rubra, five Pancratium verum. Park, Parad/p, 133. Scilla rubra

magna vulgaris, y, Baiib, Hift, ii. p. 615. Pancratium Clufii.

Gerard Emac, p, 172. Ornithogalon maritimum, feu fcilla radice

rubra, l^ourn, Lijl, p, 381. ^.Scilla radice alba. Baiih, l,c.

%

Clafs Hexandria. Ord» Monogynia. Lin, Geft, Plant, /^i(^.

EJf, Gen, Ch, Cor, 6-petala, patens, decidua. Filame?ita £liformia.

ISp, Ch. S. nudiflora, bradeis refradls.
'f

THE root is large, perennial, bulbous, coated, of a reddilli hue,

abounding with a tenacious juice, and furnifhed vv^ith many white
fibres, which iffue from its bafe v the ftem is round, fmooth, fucculent,

and rifes two or three feet in height ; the leaves are fword-fhaped,
radical, fmooth, pointed, long, and of a deep green colour : the flowers

are whitifh, produced in a long clofe fpike upon purplifh peduncles,

and appear in April and May : the bradtese are linear, twifted, and
tleciduous : it has no calyx : the corolla is compofed of fix petals,which
.are ovate, patent, with a reddiih mark in the middle: the filaments

.are fix, tapering, ihorter than the corolla, and furnifhed with oblong

.-antheras, placed tranfverfcly : the germen is roundilh, fupporting a

fimple ftyle about the length of the filaments, and furnifhed with a

fimple fligma: the capfule is oblong, fmooth, marked with three fur-

.rows, and divided into three cells, which contain many roundifh feeds.

This plant is a native of Spain, Sicily, and Syria, growing in fandy

fituations on the fea coafl, and hence the name maritima. It was
firfl cultivated in England at the botanic garden at Oxford about the

J&^x 1 648,' The red rooted variety has been fuppofed to be more

Vide, Hon, Oxon, ed. I. /. 48
'i£

efScacious
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efficacious than the white, and is therefore ftlll preferred for med
ufe

:'
it is to the tafte very naufeous, intenfely bitter, and acrimor

but without any perceptibi finel I Water, wine, proof

and reaified fpirit, extrad the virtues both of the frefh and the dry

root. Nothing in diftillation with any of thefe menftrua th

;
bitternefs and pungency of the Squill remaining concentrated

in the infpiflated extrads : the fpirituous extrad is in fmaller quantity

than the watery, and of a proportionably ftronger almoil fiery tafte/'

« Alkalines confiderably abate both the bitternefs and acrimony of

the Squill :
vegetable acids make little akeration in either, though the

admixture of the acid tafte renders that of the Squill more fupport-

able. Thefe acids extrad its virtue equally with watery or fpirituous

tnenftrua. .

The root of the Squill, which appears to have been known as a

medicine in the early ages of Greece,'* and has fo well maintained its

charader ever ftnce, as to be defervedly in great eftimation^ and of very
frequent ufe at this time, feems to manifeft a poifonous quality to

feveral animals. In proof of this, we have the teftimonies of Hillefeild/

Bergius, Vog(

mueh handled

s d others. Its acrimony is fo great th

the fkin ; and if g

if

g 4̂ •i^ dofes

and frequently repeated, it not only excites naufea, tormina, and violent

yomidngs, but it has been known to produce ftrangury, bloody urine,

hypercatharfis, cardialgia, haemorrhoids, convulfions, with fatal inflam-

madon and gangrene of the ftomach and bowels.** But as many of
the more adive articles of the materia m.edica, by injudicious admi-
niftration, become equally deleterious, thefe efieds of the Scilla do not
derogate from its medicinal virtues ; on the contrary, we feel ourfelves

fiilly warranted in reprefenting this drug, under proper manag
and

root.

d

certain cafes and conftitutions, to be a med
J

may be obferved, that this red colour is only confined

- « Lewis, M.

of great

\

Some refer Its introdud^ion to medical ufe to Eplmenides"; others to Pythagoras

\

nailer. Bib. Bot. *. 12. It was fometimes called lyaXXx. and fometimes n^w^ar/o

^ IS noticed by Diofcorides, Hippocrates. Galen, Aetius/Celfus, Pliny, C^lius
nanus, and the Arabian phyficians.

h
m perim. circa venena^ p. 12. ^ Mat. Med. p
See Lange, de rented. Brunf, domeji. p. 176
"0.

24. 4 N

. i f^, in niM. p. 18.

Quarin, Jnimadv. praSf. p. 166.

pradical
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^radical utility, and real importance in the cure of many obflinafe
'"'ds, as ftated by Bergius, are incidens diuretica^difeafes. Its

emetica, fubpurgans, hydragoga, expedorans, emmenagoga. In hy
V

dropical cafes it has long been eftecmed the moil certain and efTedual
diuretic with which we are acquainted ; and in aflhmatic aiTedions,''

dyfpnoea, occafioned by the lodgment of tenacious phlegm, it

or

has
been the expedcrant ufually employed.' The Squill, efpecially in large
dofes, is apt to ftimulate the ftomach, and to prove emetic ; and it

fometimes ads upon the inteftines, and becomes purgative ; but whea
thefe operations take place, the medicine is prevented from reaching
the blood vefiels and kidneys, and the patient is deprived of its diuretic
efTeds; which are to be obtained by giving the Squill in fmaller dpfes,.

/

repeated at more diftant intervals," or by the joining of an opiate to this

medicine, which w^as found by Dr. Cullen to anfwer the fame purpofe.
The Dr. further obferves, that from a continued repetition of the
quill, the dofe may be gradually increafed, and the intervals of its

exhibition fhortened ; and when in this way the dofes come to be
tolerably large, the opiate may be moft conveniently employed to

S

\

dire^ the operation of the Squill more certainly to the kidneys. " In
cafes of dropfy ; that is, when there is an effufion of water into the

cavities, and therefore that lefs water goes to the kidneys, we are of
opinion, that neutra! fait, accompanying the Squill, may be of ufe in

determining this more certainly to the kidneys : and whenever it can
be perceived that it takes this courfe, we are perfuaded that it will

alfo be always ufeful, and generally fafe during the exhibition of the

Squills to increafe the ufual quantity of drink.""

The diuretic efTeds of Squills have been fuppofed to be promoted
by the addition of fome mercurial ; and the lefs purgative preparations

of mercury, in the opinion of Dr. Cullen, are beft adapted to this

purpofe ; he therefore recommends a folution of corrofive fublimate,

as being more proper than any other, becaufe moft diuretic.

i L. C.
k All the authors who have written on thefe difeafes, might here be cited.

> We do not notice its ufe as an emstic, as we think it entirely fuperfeded by the

ipecacuanha.

' « This is mentioned on the authority of Dr. Cullen, M, M, v. ii. p, 558.
n Cullen, /. c.

Where

I

i

It

-** (A

t tT

i

4
\
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Where the pnmx abound with mucous matter and
^

preiTed with vifcid phlegm, this medicine is hkewife
le g

eftimation
general

As an expcdorant, the Squill may he fuppofed not only to attenuate

the mucus, and thiis facilitate its ejedion, but by ftimulating the fecre-

torJ
organs and mucous follicles, to excite a more copious excretionof

from the lungs, and thereby lelTen the congeftion, upon which the
difficulty of refp y generally depends. Therefore in all

pulmonic affedions, exceptmg only thofe of adual ent mflam-
, ^

.
and fpafm, the Squill has been experienced to be

ufeful medicine:

The officinal preparations of Squills are a conferve, dried Squil
fyrup, and vinegar, an oxymel, and pills. Praditioners have

an

however confined themfelves to thefe when this root was intended
as has moll commonly been ufed in powder, as being

this Hate lefs difpofed to naufeate the ftomach d to the powder
it has been the pradice to add neutral falts, as nitre, or cryflals of
^fpecially if the patient complained of much thirft ; others recom-
mend calomel ; and with a view to render the Squills lefs offenfive to
the ftomach, it has been ufual to conjoin an aromatic. . The dofe of
dried Squill is from two to four or fix grains, once a day, or half this'

quantity twice a day; afterwards to be regulated according to its

efFeds.
'^^ - " -

-

fhould be four times this weiorht : for

The dofe of the other preparations of this drug, when frefh,

root lofes in the procefs
of drying four-fifths of

v\^atery exhalation.

^

a

ginal weight this lofs merely

* cc
J H We rying of the Squill

•">

V

tT
"5^

-11
^ ^5q"hes much attention, as it may be readily over done, and thereby render

the bquill entirely ufelefs. This over drying In one way or other, happens more fre-
quently than our apothecaries are aware of; and has led me to allow, that fome opera-
tion on the ftomach, feme naufea excited by the Squill, is a neceffary teft of the adivity
Pf the portion of it employed." CuUen, l!c.

" See on this fubjea Wagner, ohf. cUn.fea. 2. in Hall. eolW. cliff. Ludwig, Jdvers
Meiio-praa, vol.
'l^'-on. Home, Clin/Exper. ^^J//

.')/ 3 5 7 . &Z
i^/). 695. Quarin, I.e. Werlhof, Oper. Stoll, PraleSi. inmorb*

^ X

P Duncan, New Edinh. Difpenf. p. 322

%
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ARTEMISIA ABROTANUM. COMMON SOUTHERNWOOD

STNONTMA, Abrotanum. Pharm. Lond, & Edinb. Abrota

num. mas anguftifolium majus. Baub, Pin. p, 136. Tourn. Injl,

K

> \

, 459. Dubarnel, Arh» u p, 20. t, 4. Abrotanum mas vulgare*

Park. 'Theat. /. 92. Abrotanum mas. Gerard. Emac. p. 11 05*

Rati Hifl. p. 371. Dodon. Pempt. p. 21.
L

'^ A. caule ere&o.

^ A, humilts foliis fetaceis pmnatifidisj caule decumbente fuf-

fruticofo. Mill, T>i6i.

f

^

Syngenefia. Ord. Polygamia Superflua, Lin. Gen. Plant. 945.

JE)^ Gen. Ch. Recept. fubvillofum vel nudiufculum. Pappus n'ullus.

Cal. imbricatus, fquamis rotundatis, conniventibus. Cor.

radii nullce, v
F

Sj). Ch, A. fruticofa, foliis fetaceis ramofiflimis.

THE root is perennial, woody, and fibrous : the ftalk is fhrubby,

round, covered with fmooth brown bark, fends off vertical branches,

and rifes two or three feet in height : the leaves are numerous, fome-

what hoary, doubly and irregularly pinnated ; 'pinnas, linear, long,

narrow, entire, concave on the upper fide, convex beneath, and ftand

upon long footftalks, which are alfo of this fhape : the flowers are

fmall, of a greenifh yellow colour, and placed in clofe terminal fpikes

upon the branches : the calyx is imbricated, confifting of feveral mem-
branous fcales : the flowers are compound^ compofed of numerous

florets; thofe in the centre^ or difc^ are hermaphrodite-, but in the margin

they are female : the corolla is tubular, and extremely minute : the

filaments are five, fhort, and flender: the antherse are united, and

form a hollow cylinder : the flyle is longer than the flamina, and

furnifhed with a cleft refieded ftigma : the feeds are naked and

folitary.

Southernwood

t
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Southernwood is a native of France, Spain,

ted here by Gerard, and its odour renders

and Italy

able, that there are few gardens in which this

fo

found Although b

: was cul-

generally accept-

is not to be
'^elL it fo

the cold of our winters very
ely flowers in Britain, that a fpecimen proper for deline
t without difficulty be obtained.

4

The leaves and tops of Southernwood, have a ftrong, and to mofl
r d fomewhpeople an agreeable fmell

:
its tafle is pungent, bitte., „..„ .v^xxxv-wn

naufeous. Thefe qualities are completely extraded by fpirFtuouTmen
llrua, the herb communicating to the fpirit a beautiful g
Water extrads its virtues Tefs perfedly, and the infufion is of a lieht
brown In diftillatio w^ith water this affords but
fmall quantity of effential oil ; for from fixteen pounds of the frefh
leaves fcarcely three drams of this oil could be obtained.

The Abrotanum mas & femina were regarded by the
medicines of confiderable efficacy; the latter is referred to slntoHnl
ChamsE-Cypariirus, L' '

the fpecies now under confiderat

a&

ftomachic, carminative, and deobflruent
the whole fyflem, more particularly that of the

(Common Lavender Cotton) ; the former
and has been efleemed to be

fuppofed to flimulate

But though
ftill retains a place both ia the London and Edinburgh pharmaco

poeias, it is now rarely ufed, unlefs in the way of fomentation.
'^A

* Lewis, M. M. p, 4.

^i^S'V^^'f'^' W' h '• '* '5. P^ 44. Diofcor. I, 3. c. 29. /. 184. Gale%

^ ^

^

\

No.
\

24, * 40 ARTEMISIA



32S
/

AIITEMISIA ABSINTHIUM. COMMON V/ORMWOOa
* >

v. r.-

MTNONTMJ, Abfinthium vulgra-e. Phann, Lond. l^ Edinh,

. Abfinthlum ponticum feu Romanum officinarum, feu Diofcoridis.

Bauh, Pin. p. 138. Abfinthium latifolium five Ponticum. Gerard,

Emac, p, 1096. Abfnithlum vulgare majus. y,Bauh, Hlft.'iit,

168. Abfmthium vulgare. Park, ^heat, p. ^^, Rati Hift, p,
- J

Synop, p, 188. ^^/. 6'//V/. Helv, n, 124. Artemifia Abfin-366.

thium. Hudf, Ang, p, 358. Withering. Bot, Arrang, p, 891..

1

CA?/} Syngenefia. Or^, Polygamia Superflua. Z/;/. G^;/. P/^;//. 945.-
H - r .

--" -y
.

. .

L -
' J

J

J

-

" ' "
L

J

EJf, Gen, Cb, Recept, fubvillofum vel nudiufculum. Pappus nuUus.

CaL imbricatus fquamis rotundatis conniventlbus. Cor, radii*

nullae.
^-

. -
'-

A. foliis compofitis multifidis, floribus fubglobofis pendulis

;

receptaculo villofo.

Sp, Ch,

i'^

/

THE root is perennial, long, and fibrous: the flalks are round,
channelled, fomewhat downy, ligneous, rifing two or three feet in

height, and fending off feveral round branches : the leaves are com-
pound, divided into many bluntifh fegments in a pinnated order, on
the under fide downy, of a whitifh or pale green colour, and filky

foftnefs : the flowers are of a browniih yellow colour, pendent, and
placed in numerous fpikes, which ftand alternately upon the branches;

the calyx is compofed of many oval fcales: the florets are hermaph-
rodite and male, placed upon a villous receptacle, and in the fl:rudure

of their different parts nearly refembling thofc defcribed of the pre-

ceding fpecies of Artemifia. This plant is a native of Britain, and
grows about rubbifli, rocks, and fides of roads.

The leaves of Wormwood have a fl:rong difagreeatle fmell

;

their taile is naufeous, arid

^

iutenlely bitter as to be proverbial

The
~^

y



120

"y
'^<

n *

*h

f

v

^c9^^^e/??/^^^^^' ^ o/'^^t ?e.c^// ^ // /^^^

Pu^ltficd /^j V : Ml^UviJL Dec: /. z/^/



329
^

The fioT^ers are more aromatic d fs bitter than the

the roots difcover an aromatic warmth without any bitternefs

and

II The I g out

i both aqueous d fp

arly th of th

ft

from this plant in diftillation : water brin

fmell and flavour. Along with

eir fmell and talle

sd fpirit elevates

efferitlal oil, which fmells ftrongly and
aqueou

taftes

fl

Wormwood, though 1 q

J

lofl: the whole
d there arifes

fecufly of the
a

»

ty of oil varies greatly
according to the foil and feafon in which the herb is produ a

(C The watery extrad lofes the diftin

of the but retains its bitternefs
g fmell and ill f]

made with redified fp

moft entire.

contains, along with the bit

whole of the naufeous part;" water carrying off, in th
th which the ofTenfive flavour refid

An extrad

% nearly th(

evaporation

very little of
while pure

This fpecles of Wormwood, which Is thought by Profeffor Murray
ponticum of Diofcorides

confidered the principal of the herbaceous bitters

words of Bergius,, is ant

folvens, tonica, ftomachica

d Pliny,'' may be
Its Virtus^ in the

putredinofa, antacida, anthelminthica, re
And although it is now chiefly employed ^

with a view to the two lafl mentioned qualities, yet we are told of
Its good effeds in a great variety of difeafes, as intermittent fevers
hypochondriafis,^ obftrudions ' of the liver and fpleen, gout,' calcuH.

J t r
jP communiGates a bitter taffe to the flefh and milk of cows and fheep

which feed on it. Lin. Fhr. Rn^r. « 735. The milk of a woman, who took the extra6K
became extremely bitter. Aa. Hafr

» Ba
P

b The

twenty-five pounds of the herb obtained fix to ten drams of the oil.
r

J y r n r ^

triturated with fait of tartar, emits a volatile odour; and hence
appears t6 contain fal ammoniacum.
cum? Gott. 1769.

Dijf. An In phnt'ts fal ejfanilale

1^ Lewis, M. M. p
i (( Abfmth

Tauro

/. 225

^at. Med. /). 67

DM
r

Prseftant
-\

cor p

Haller.

Elem» Chem. Proceffus. 39 Nor. 1734
**!

h
Lajnge, Brunov. p III. Haller, Bomare, Z>/V7

-*- k
Linnaeus, Am»Aiad, T, 3. />. 160

^ fcurvy

V.
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J
dropfy

m worms
!>
&c Lmdeftolphe " has aflerted, tliat by

ed ufe of this herb, great injury is done to the nervous fyfl

from its narcotic and debilitating efFed;s, which he experienced upon
himfelf ; obferving alfo, that he could never taile the extract or effence

ofWormwood without being immediately afFeded with head-ach and

flammation ^of the eyes and It is ed both by him and his

commentator, Stenzelius, that Abfmthium produced fimilar efFeds

upon many others Thefe narcotic effedls of Wormwood hav hOw-
been attributed to a peculiar idiofyncrafy, as numerous inflances

have occurred in which this plant produced a contrary elFed:, though

taken daily for the fpace of fix months. Dr. Cullen, fpeaking on this

fubjed:, fays, " I have not had an opportunity of making proper

experiments ; but to me, with Bergius and Gleditfch, the odour of

Wormwood feems temulentans, that is, giving fome confufion of

head : and formerly, when it was a fafhion with fome people in this

country to drink Purl, that is, ale, in which Wormwood is infufed, it

. This

: but I

was commonly alleged to be more intoxicating than other

effed is improperly fuppofed to be owing to its volatile parts

am more ready to admit the general dodrine of a narcotic power 5 and

I believe, from fcveral confiderations.
/

»»

/

particularly from the hiflory of

the Portland pOwder, that, there is in every bitter, when largely

employed, a power of deftroying the fenfibility and irritability of the

nervous power

Externally Wormwood is ufed in difcutient and antifeptic fomen

tations. This plant may be taken in powder, but it is more com-

monly preferred in infufion. The Edinburgh pharmacopoeia direds

a tindure of the flowers, which is, in the opinion of Dr. Culleri, a

light and agreeable bitter, and at the fame time a ftrong impregnation

of the Wormwood.

1 Eugal. De Scorh. p, ^3 Fehr, Hiera. ptcra^ vet de Abjinth, anale5ia, p 7

Heifter /«Hall. Difput, anat. vol 6. />, 713. Mifc, Nat. Cur, Dec, i. Ann, 3. Obf,

322. De venenis. p, 547 Mat, Med, vol ^8
\

'VV
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ARTEMISIA VULGARIS MUG-WORT
If

I 1

SYNONYMJ. Artemiria.t Pharm. Edinh

major.

Emac,p

Bauh. Fin.p
Arteml fi

Zl Artemifi
o

I ICJ* Artemifia foliis pinnatis inferne tomentofis

Gera

acute dentatis, fpica paniculata ereda

Artemifi J, Bauh. H'lft, iil p

Hal Stirp. Heh

90. Rail Hift. /. 372. Synop\ p, ig

3^

Park. 1heat.
I

Withering. Bot. Arrang. p A

Budf. Flor. Aug. /. 359

Clafs Syiigenefia, Ord. Polygamia Superflua
r

Lin. Gen. Plant. 945

EJ. Gen. Ch. Recept. fubvillofum vel nudiufculum.

Cal. imbricatus, fquamis rotundatis conniventib
+

nullcK.

Pappus nullus.

us. Cor. radii

Sl

« Ch. A. foliis pinnatifidis planis incifis fiibtus tomentofis, racemis
fimplicibus recurvatis floribus radio quinquefloro.

N

THE root is perennial, compofed of numerous ftrong fib
ftalk is ered, branched

res

rifes two or thre feet
g ', ftriated, reddifh, and ufually

the leaves are irregularly and
deeply divided into feveral lacinise or lobes, which are oval, pointed,

in height

the upper fide of a deep gre
^ered with a cotton-like fubft

and produced in

bottom of the hi
which are

florets arf^

ou^, on the under downy, or

the flowers are fmall, purplifh,

s, which fland alternately, and rife from the

the calyx is compofed of feveral narrow fcales,

in an imbricated order : theare purplilh,. woolly, and placed
are longer 'than the calyx, ftand upon a naked receptacle, and

appear m Auguft
: the five florets of the circumference are female

;

¥

drtemifta Maufoh t loquitur

i:a 1?
^' ^^^ ^* '^^ ^* ^3^' ^d^Pt^^i^ ^^"^ antea ifa^QtMs i. e. virginalis, quod virgo

quon'
^^^^" dederit, vocaretur. Sunt qui ab Artemide Ilithia cognominatam putent;

C. BaS
P^^^^^J^ fcsminarum malls, quibus A^r,ixis u e, Diani'^ix^^ medeatur/'

5 4P thof(

r
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thofe of tlie centre are hermaphrodite, and both agree in their ftruc-

ture with thofe of the other fpecies ah'eady defcribed.
T _

Mugwort is a native of Britain, and is commonly found growing
in wafte grounds, and the borders of fields. It is divided into red

y

and white varieties ; the former is diftinguifhed by a reddifli tinge

of the flalk and flowers ; in thofe of the latter they are of a pale

green. " The leaves have a light agreeable fmell, efpecially when
rubbed a little ; but fcarcely any other than an herbaceous tafte. An
extract made from them by water is likewife almoft inlipid ; and an

extrad: made by fpirit has only a weak aromatic bltternefs. Baierus

informs us, in a differtation on this plant, that by fermenting a large

quantity of it, and afterwards diililling, and cohobating the diftilled

water, a fragrant fapid liquor was obtained, with a thin fragrant oil

on the furface. The flowery tops are confiderably fl:ronger than the

leaves, and hence fhould feem to be preferable for medicinal ufe."
"^

r

This plant, though rarely ufed at prefent, was by the ancients held

in great eftimation. Hippocrates ^very frequently mentions Artemifia:

he thought it of great ufe in promoting uterine evacuations : with

this intention it was alfo employed by Diofcorides ;
*" and Galen for

purpofe ufed it in the way of fomentation ; a practice which

feems in fome meafure conformable to that of the Chinefe women,
' —

who, as we are told,'' make a poultice of the leaves of this plant,

mixed with rice and fugar,which in cafes of amenorrhoea, and hyfteria,,

inftar bellarii ingerunt. If this herb however pofl^efl^es any powers

as an antihyfl:eric or uterine, they are very weak \ the London Col-

lege has therefore properly expunged it from the materia medica.

MoxA is a fubfl:ance prepared in Japan from the dryed tops and^

leaves of Mugwort,^ by beating and rubbing them betwixt the hands

till only the fine internal lanuginous fibres remain, which are then

combed and formed into little cones. Thefe, ufed as cauteries, are

« Lewh^ M.M.p.ii'J. ^ De Morb. Mul. lib. i.

Mat. Med. lib. 3. cap. lO. ^ Ten. Rhyne de Arthr. p. 133

This however is not the foecies of Artemifia from which the eaftern Moxa ;

Eph. Nat. Cur. Dec. 3. >y. 7. 8. Jpp
Germany was found to anfwer very ^ ee

It has alfo been mads from the down of Verbafcum

o tly
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.reatly celebrated
in eaRcrn countries for preventing and curinQ-manv

diforders -/ but chronic rheumatilms, goutj, and fome other painful
afFeaions of the joints, feem to be the chief complaints for which
they can be rationally employed. The manner of applying the Moxa
very fimple :

the part afFedied being previouljy moiftened a cone
of the Moxa is laid,^ which being fet on fire at the apex, gradually
burns down to the ftin, where it produces a dark coloured fpot : by
repeating the procefs feveral times, an efchar is formed of any d

d this on fep

healed up as circumftances may requir
kept open or

It is faid that the ufe of the Moxa was originally introduced by
the Jefuits f but it is probably of greater antiquity. From remote
dmes it has been the pradice to cauterize the affeaed parts by various
means. Hippocrates for this purpofe not only ufed iron but flax

alfo a fpecies of Fungus ;^ and the Laplanders ftill prefer the Agaric'
(Boletus igniarius) which they prepare and ufe in a fimilar way
as the Japan efe do their Moxa\ The ^Egyptians produced the fame
effeds by means of cotton or linen cloth j*" and in Spain a Moxa
is prepared from a fpecies of theEchinops.

* For a full account of thefe fee Kaempfer jlmcen. exot. p. 502, l^c. Alfo Abbe
Grofier (Hjjl. of China) from whom it appears j that mirroi

Xr

4*

kind of cloth, of the down of artemifia.

Ch

s See Recuell d^obfervations curteufes^ torn, it* p. 114,
y

i

' LiL de affe^, §.30.

Harmens and Fiellftrom Dijf. Med. Lapp, in Hall. Colle£i. d'lff, fraSi, tom,vuf
728. '^ Profper Alplnus, Z/'^. ///. f. 12. /». 209

ARTEMISIA
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ARTEMISIA MARITIMA. WORMWOOD

STNONTMA. Abfinthium maritlmiim. Fhann, Lend. Abfm-

thium ferlpliium Belgicum. Bau Fin, p, 139 J.BaukHlft.
Ill 188. Abrmthium feripbium five marinum Angllcum. Fiwh
TheaL 102. Abrmthmm. marinum albiim_. Gerard. Eniac. p.

1099

359-

Rail Hlft. p. 370. Synop. p. 189. ^ Hudf. FJor. Ang, pD

. Bot. Arrang. p. 890,

Cdafs Syngenefia. Ord. Polygamia SuperHua. Lin. Gen. Plant. 945.
,sv

r

EJf* Gen. Ch. Recept. fubvillofiim vel nudlufculum. Pappus nullus.

CaJ. imbricatus, fquamls rotundatis, conniv^ntibus.
L

radii nullae.

Cor.

Sp. C/j. A. foliis
n •

multipartitis tomentoiis racemis cernuis flofculis

femineis ternis.
i

THE root IS perenmal, fpreading, and fibrous the Hems are

procumbent, branched, about a foot in height, and covered with a

white down or cotton : the leaves are numerous, irregularly divided

into many fegments, which are narrow, linear, and covered both

above and below with a fine cotton-like fiibftance, giving the whole

plant a whitifli appearance : the flowers are of a brownifh yellow colour,

and placed in pendent fpikes : the calyx is compofed of many roundifli

fcales : three florets at the circumference are female, the others are her-

maphrodite, and both in their fl:rud:ure refem.ble thofe of abfinthium.

It is a native of Britain, growing plentifully on the fea fhore, and about

fait marfhes, and flowers in AugufI; and September,

This plant feems to have been formerly confounded with the A.

pontica, or Roman Wormwood, as appears by Raynaud Dale;'' their

Abfinthii fpeciem Londlni & alibi in Anglia coli rolitam nomine Abfinthii Romani,

jion aiiter ab hoc differre putamus quam cultura & loco natali." &c. Hi/I* p* 370.

Speaking of this plant, he fays, " Muligrculse Botanopolse Londinenfes Ablinthlum
J

J

h

fpecifi

(C a

b

.lomaaum yocant.'^^ ^harriu p* 99.

c
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fpeclfic differences however are very evident.

confiderably lefs unpleafant ' than thofe of the common Wormwood
Its tafte and

and the eflential which contains the
1

d fomewh
hole of its flavour

lefs ungrateful, and the watery extrad
fomewhat lefs bitter, than thofe of the comm^on wormwood

preferred by th€ London Coll
Hence

e m thofe tafes where the A
Abfmthium is fuppofed to be too ofTenfive to the ftomach.f B
the efficacy of thefe plants depends upon their fenfible qualities, this

fpecies, though its virtues approach to thofe of common wormwood,
yet from being lefs powerfully bitter, muft be confidered in a propor-
tionate degree a lefs powerful medicine.

A conferve of the tops of this plant is direded by the London
Pharmacopoeia.

Marum
grateful

. '

'

Wither

Wormwood
differs not from other vegetable fixed alkali, provided they be equally pure.

X

X It appears by Diofcorides, that the ancients believed It to diforder the ftomach :

<^ Abrmthium marinum, quidam a-spapm vocant, eft herba prsetenuibus furculis abrotoni
parvi fimilitudine, minutulis referta feminibus, {ah3.m'^ra^omacho inimlca graveolenSj &
cum quadam caIfa6lione aftringens/^ L 3, c. 27. ,

^'

\

ARTEMISIA SANTONICA. TARTARIAN SOUTHERN-
WOOD.

SYNONYMA. Santonicum. Pharm. Lond. '<^ Edinh Abfin-

thium Santonicum Alexandrinum. Baub. Pin. p. 139. Rati Hijl.

p.%6S Sementina. Gerard Emac. p I I GO. Semen fanftum

Lob. k. 758. Abfmthium Seriphium ^gyptium & femen fandum

Scheba Arabum Camer, Epit, p, 457 Abfmthium Santonicum

alexandrinum, five fementina & femen fandum. Park. Theat

Artemifia fruticofa incana ramofiffima, corymbis feffilibu

nis obtu

^

fpicatis fubrotund

fm GmeL Lib

foHis fuperioribus Hnearibus brevifli

.115. /. 51.

No. 2.? ^ 4 0. Clafs
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C/t?/f Syngenefia. Ord, Polygamia Superflua. Lin. Gen, "Plant, 945:.

EJf, Gen. Ch Recept, fubvillofum vel nudiufculum. Pappus nullus.

CaL imbrlcatiis fquamis rotundatis conniventibus. Cor,

radii nullse.
-^

r-

5/?. Ch, A. foliis caulinis linearibus pinnato-multifidis, ramis indi-

vifis, fpicis fecundis reflexis, floribus quinquefloris.

TI-IE root IS perenrxial: the ftem is round, fmooth, branched,

fomewhat hoary, and rifes about two feet in height : the lower leaves

are divided into many narrow linear fegments. Handing in a pinnated

order ; thofe of the branches are feffile, narrow, and undivided ; they

are all of a pale green on the upper fide, and whitifh beneath : the

flowers are roundifh, brow^n, and placed in fpikes upon Ihort flender

alternate peduncles : the calyx is compofed of numerous narrow feales:

the florets are male and female, placed upon a naked receptacle, and

in their fituation and ftrudure aeree with the other fpecies of Arte-

mifia already defcribed. It is a native of Siberia, and flowers in

September.

This fpecies, v/hich was lirfl: cultivated in England by Mr. P.

Miller/ we obtained at the Royal Garden at Kew ; but whether

the officinal Santonicum, or not, feems very doubtful.*"

It appears by the fpecies plantarum, that though Linnasus firfl: con-

fidered this plant to be the Santonicum, afterwards however he changed

his opinion, and referred it to another fpecies, named Artemifia j

daica;' and in this he has been followed by Murray and Bergius \
but

the evidence upon which this determination is founded, is admitted

LinucTus himfelf to be fl:ill inconclufive,' we have in conformity

to the London College adopted the Artemifia as originally referred to.

r^

Th
Alton's Hort. Kew.
GeoiFrov on this fubiea is ftilL in fome meafur

y

applicable :
—" Nulla quidem res in officinis magis ufitata & cuj

fit. Nurn in Gallia proveniat, in Palaeftina, iny^.gypto, vel in P<

Boutan. in India orientali remotiffima." M. M. voh. it. p. 466

V" Mantlffa^ p. ill. ^5^^. 281. And Mat. Med. fecond Ed

H of the other plants hitherto not

fufiiciently afcertained. See his Preface to the Materia Medlca.
1 ilC
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The feed of Santonlcum or Wormfeed is fmall, light, oval, com-

pofed as it were of a number of thin membranous coats, of a yellowifn

reen colour, with a caft of brownj eafily friable on being rubbed be-

tween the fingers )
into a fine chaffy kind of fubftance.

Thefe feeds are brought from the Levant ;'' they have a moderately

and not agreeable fmell, fomev^hat of the wormwood kind; andftrong

a very bitter fubacrid tafte. Their virtues are extraded both by watery

and fpirituous menftrua.

Thefe feeds, in common with the other Artemifias, are elieemed

to be ftomachic, emm.enagogue,'' and anthelmintic ; but it is efpecially

for the laft mentioned powers that they have been generally admi

niftered ; and from their efficacy in this way they obtained the name

of Wormfeed. Their quality of deftroying worms has been afcribed

folely to their bitternefs ; but it- appears from Bagllvi, that worms

(lumbrici) immerfed in a ftrong infufion of thefe feeds, were killed

in five, and according to Redi, in feven or eight hours,^ while in

the infufion of Wormwood, and in that of Agaric the v/orms con-

\

tinued to live more than thirty hours ; and hence it has been inferred

that their vermifuge efFeds could not wholly depend upon the bitter-

nefs of this feed. To adults the dofe in fubftance is from one to

two drams twice a day. Lewis thinks that the fpirituous extrad is

the moft eligible preparation of the Santonicum for the purpofes of

an anthelmintic.
^ Lew'tsy M. M, p. 580..

« Remarkable elFeas of the Santonicum in this way are related by Bcrglus :—« Puclla?

euidem decenni, vermrbus confli6lanti, femina Santonici exhibui, fed per illud tempus.

quo iis utebatur, menfes fluxerunt, qua re cognita, ufum eorundem diffuafi,. unde.

€tiam fluxus fponte ceffavit." M. M. p. 66%.

' Bagliv,. Oper. p. 60. Redi de animal, viv. p. 1.59,,-

DATURA STRAMONIUiM:.
/

* ,
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DATURA STRAMONIUM. COMMON THORN

STNO NTMA, Stramonium. Pharm. Edinh, Solanum foetidum,

porno fpinofo oblongo. Baub, Pin, p, 168. Stramonium majus

album. Park, Parad, p, 360. Stramonium fpinofum. Gerard,

Emac, p, 348. Rail Hift, p, 748. Stramonium foliis angulofis,

frudiu eredo, muricato calyce pentagonia. HalL Stirp, Helv, ;?,

586. D. ftramonium. Withering, Bot, Arrang, p, in^o Flor,

Danic, p, 436. Sioerck, Libell, de Strain, '<^c, Curt,'Flor, Lond.

Clafs Pentandria. Ord, Monogynia. Lin, Gen, Plant, p, 246.

"EJ, Gen, Cb, Cor, infundib. plicata.

deciduus. Caps, 4-valvis.

CaL tubulofus, angulatus,

«

\

1

Sp, Cb, D. pericarp, fpinofis eredis ovatis, foliis ovatis glabris.

owers are

\

THE root is large, annual, white, divided, and fibrous : the ftalk

is thick, ere£t, round, fmooth, fhining, below fimple, above dichoto-

mous, and rifes about two feet in height : the leaves are alternate,

large, broad towards the bafe, pointed at the extremity, indented, and

formed into feveral obtufe angles, fmooth, of a dark green colour,

and {landing upon ftrong round fhort footftalks : the

folitary, large, white, and placed on fliort ered: peduncles at thejundion

of the branches : the calyx is compofed of one leaf, tubular, pentan-

gular, and divided at .the brim into five teeth : the corolla is white,

monopetalous, funnel-fhaped, plicated, cut at the margin into five

teeth, and furniflied with a long cylindrical tube : the five filaments

are tapering, about the length of the calyx, adhering to the tube, and

fupplied with oblong flat antherse : the germen is oblong, and placed

above the infertion of the corolla : the flyle is filiform, equal in length

to the filaments, and terminated by a thick blunt ftigma : the capfule

is large, oval, llefhy, befet with fpines, divided into the cells, and four

^'^alves, which contain numerous kidney-lhaped feeds. It grows wild

in

/
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A

In tills coimtiy, aloout dunghills, rubbifli, and In gardens, flov/enn^.
in Jul/.

. .

'
'^

This plant has been long known as a powerfl poiro
gener the D. Metel, is thought to be xr,.;,.. ^.... of Thcu-

phraftus and biofcorides, and is therefore the fpecies received' by
Linnaeus into the Materia Medica. The Stramonium " "

ftate,^ has a bitterifli tafte, and a fmell foinewhat refemblins: that of
poppies, or as called by Bergius, narcotic, efpecially if the leaves b
rubbed betwixt the fingers. Bj holding the plant to the nofe fo
feme time, or fleepmg in a bed where the leaves are iirewed criddineP
of the head and ftupor are faid to have been p

Laftances of the deleterious effeds of this d1plant are nume
efpeciallj of the feeds," fome of which we fliall relate for the purpofc
of ftatmg the fymptoms which they produce. A man, aged fixty-nine
labouring under a calculous complaint, by miftake boiled the capfules
of ,the Stramonium in milk, and in xonfequence of drinkinr thij
decodion vv^as affeded with vertigo, drynefs of the fauces, anx

."k

ety

P- 5
Mr.- A. 1733. /). 251. , Kaauw. hnpet. n. 349. Lobftcn epiji

plant, venen. Alfat. Clauder. prax. mecl leg. Cc/s. i. Eph. M
pBucb.nev M/ce^ 1725. p. 611. Eph. Nat. a,r. Dec. in. a. 3. ohf. 170. Barrere,

tpifur I htJI. nat de la France\cd. nov.) p. 4.8. Deerino;. Catal of Plants, &c. p.-on. <„...,.„
Mlfc. Phyf. Math. A^ed. I J 2J. p. 122. Sauvages, A^^/. T. 2. P. 2.-

203.

p- 430. Fowler, jkfed. Comrn. vol. v. p. 164.
The circumilances recited in the following- ad

Haygarth, flixicygdua, mew the neceffity of adopting the precautions, which he judicioully reco^^-•
nlends, and whigh ought to be made puWic.

« "f i^^^^^
^"^^ particularly defired to take care never to throw poifonous plants out

ot gardens into the flreets, lanes, or even the fields to which people can have accefs.-
" roor chddren. fnr A\x,,-rr,r.r^ ^,, -^r:^-, ^.. u „„_ ,.„j .„ „„^ „ii i,:„j„ „c^^roor chddren,_for diverfion, curiofity, or hunger, are prompted to eat all kinds of

^^

vegetables v/hich come in their v/ay, efpeclally feeds, fruits, or roots.- This caution-

(J

^oes not proceed from fanciful fpeculation, but from adual mifchief, produced by the

^^

caule here fpecified.- A phyfician has lately ktn feveral children poifoned Vv^ith the'

„
^oots of the Aconite or Monkfhood, thrown into an open field in the City of Chefter,

.^^
and with the feeds of the Stramonium or Thorn Apple, thrown into the flreet. The'

« if^'^^V^^^^
feized with very violent complaints of vomiting, an alarming pain of the

_
ead, ftomach,^ and bowels ; the latter with blindnefs, and a kind of madnefs, biting,.
cratchmg, flirleking, laughing, and crying, in a frightful manner. Many of them;.

€C

Th .

N 5- 4. R
fhould be carefully buried or burned.

followsd

^

y
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IPoTlowed with lofs of voice and fenfe ; the pulfe became fmall and
quick, the extremities cold, the limbs paralytic, the features diftorted,

accompanied with violent delirium, continual watchfulnefs, and a

total fuppreffion of all the evacuations ; but in a few hours he was
reflored to his former flate of health/

Every part of the plant appears to poiTefs a narcotic power/ but

the feeds are the only part, of whofe fatal effects we find inftances

recorded. Their foporiferous and intoxicating qualities are well known
in eaftern countries,*" and if we can credit the accounts of fome

F

authors, have been converted to purpofes the moft licentious and
dilhonourable/ The internal ufe of Stramonium, as well as that of

feveral other deleterious plants which we have had occafion to notice,

was firft ventured upon and recommended by Baron Stoerck, who
gave an extract prepared of the expreifed juice of the plant, with

advantage, in cafes of mania, epilepfy, and fome other convulfive

aifedions.^ But as the fuccefs of this plant, even in the hands of

the Baron, was not remarkable enough to claim very extraordinary

praife, his account of the efficacy of the Stramonium probably

would not have procured it a place in the Materia Medica of the

Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, had its character relied folely upon his

reprefentation. Odhelius tells us, that of fourteen patients fuffering

under epileptic and convulfive aifedions, • to whom he gave the Stra-
M

J

, X

I

c £j: ^ Obf Phyf. & Lit. V. iL p. 247.

According to Haller, " Deliria facit utique & fopores, Inde amentiam, maniam, con-

^ulfiones, paralyfes artuum, fudores frigidas, litim vehementem, tremores/' L c.

^ For that of the root, fee Ray^ L c. For that of the leaves, Doderlin^ Comm. Nor*

/. c. p, 15.
" Ab Indls inter alia inebriantia et aromatica In eleftuarium reclpitur femen, ad

grata phantafinata cienda, et, ut quidam volant, quo ad celera patranda tanto audaciores

evadant/' Kampher^ Exot. p. 650. Cit^dihY Murray^ App. Aied. voL up. 458.

It was a cuftom with the Chinefe to infufe the feeds In beer. Sprat^ Hlft. of the Royal

Society^ p. 162.
f '^ Somnum facIt adeo profundum, ut Impune pudicitia puellas violarl poffit, quae hoc

toxicum fumferit/' See Haller^ I. c. A mullerculis infidis Turcis, gynec^eis inclufis,

maritos

H
A
v

Murray^ I

Intoxicatam narratur. LlndenJiQlpe de ven. Ed. Stenzeh p. 531. Cited by

r

Lib. de Stram, bV. publilhed in 176
J monmm

Jt.
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inonium in hofp
^

Stockl eiglit wer 1

1 1-1 .- ,- -"- completely cured
five were relieved and only one received no benefit/ Berelus relate
three cafes of its fuccefs, viz. one of mania, and two of convulfions;
Reef, a Swedifli phylician, mentions its utility in two cafes of
Wedenberg cured four gi

'
" '

the ufe of this medicine.'

fFeded

Other inft

man k

with convulhve complaints, by
^ces of the kind might be added,

Greding however who made many experiments, with a view to afcer

a

the efficacy of this pi was

g
ber of cafes

fo fuccefsful
in which h

for out of
employed the Stramonium, it

was only in onejiiflance that it effeded a cure; and he objeds to then
, 1 1

T^_. ^ n
1. ^^^ ^^^ ground that the patients wei

\

cafes ftated by Dr. Odhel

difmiffed before fufficie

difeafe would return ag

time was
or not.

ed to know wheth the

, \ ^^ ^^^^ country we are unac-
quainted with any praditioners whofe experience tends to throwr any
ght on the medical character of It appears that

ffeds as a medicine are to be referred to no other power than that
of a narcotic ; and Dr. Cull

have no doubt th

fpeaking on thisfubjed, fay I
It narcotics may be a remedy in certain cafes of

mania and epilepfy ; but I have not, and I doubt if any other perfon
has, learned to diftinguifh the cafes to which fuch remedies are pm-
perly adapted

t. • ., ^ , ^ . .
It therefore that we find the othercvtcv^cv^vi. XL xa Luciciuic uiai we nna tne otner narcotics, as

well^ as the Stramonium, to fail in the fame hands in which they
had in other cafes feemed to fucceed. It is this confideration that has
occafioned my negleding the ufe of Stramonium, and therefore pre-
vented me from fpeaking more precifely from my own experience oa
thisfubjed."" / -^

The extradl of this plant has been the preparation ufually em-
ployed, and from one to ten grains and upwards, a day ; but the
powdered leaves, after the manner of thofe direded of hemlock,
would feem for the reafon there given, to be a preparation more cer-

* See Fetenjk. Acad, Handl. 1766. p. 277. y^.

• V
"'^ j^^t- Med. he alfo fays,'" Delirium poft puerperium faepe curavi cum Datura,

«bi alia fefellerunt ;" add
cum deliratione manfueta cpnjunaa,'

ing, " Parlter ilia profuit adverfus ideam fixam ex moerorc
^^«: ri_ 3> .

p. 122.

m.

Strandberg, om. chron.fpikd. p. ib. ^ Dijf. de Stammonti ufu^ ^V.
Ludwig. Adverf. vol i. p. 354.^ MaU Med. voh iu p. 282.

hfc' tarn
-» ^M^ - --^ *
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I

'

tain and convenient. Grading found die ftrengtli of the extraO: to

vdvj exceedingly ; that which he obtained from LiidvYig, was a much
more powerful medicine than that which he had of Stoerck.

nally the leaves of Stramonium have been ufed as an appli-

cation to mnammatory tumours and burns ; in the latter a remarkable
inflance is noticed by Gerard. 1. c.

VERBASCUM THAPSUS. ^ GREAT BROADJ.EAVED^
. ;

MULLEIN.

kJ TNO NTMJ. Verbafcum.. Pharm. Edlnb. Verbafcum maS

latifolium luteum.. Baiih, Fin, p, 239. Rait H'lft. p. 1094.

Synop. p, 287. Verbafcum album vulgare, five Tapfus barb

communis. Park, Theat, p, 60. Tapfus barbatus. Gerard

Emac, p, 773. Verbafcum foliis decurrentibus utrinque tomen

tofis (Ianalls) Hal, Stirp, Helv, n, 381. V. Thapfus. Flor, B
p, 631. Hiidfon, Ang, p. 89. IVitker'ing, Bot, Arr, p, 223.

€lafs Pentandria. Ord, Monogynia. Lin. Gen, Planf. 243

EJf. Gen, Ch, Cor, rotata fubincequalis. Caps, 3-Iocularis5 2-valvis

1^

Sp. Ch, V. foliis decurrentibus utrmque tomentofis caule fimplici.

THE root is biennial, long, divided, 'and defcends deeply \

ground: the ftalk is fimple, ered:, round, rigid, hairy, rifes .

three feet in height, and is irregularly befet with leaves, v/hich ar Ok

o:e. without footftalks. at the bafe deo g alone the

ftem, oblong or oval, fomewhat pointed, indented at the margin, of

a Dale green colour, and covered on both fides with thick down, or

white foft hairs : the brad:e32 are lance-fhaped, with narrow points^

hairy on the under fide, on the upper fmooth, and longer than the

calyx : the flowers are yellow, and produced in long c[ofe terminal

inclining fpikes : the calyx is divided into five pointed fegments.

which
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PullijTied fyJ) : I'Vo^-^iLle fan^T^. ^/^^
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Vicli are hairy on the outfide
: the corolla is monopetalou

ided at the limb into five unequal fegments, which are bl
rl video '^^ , .1 T ^ ,

° "5 "^i^^n aic UiU

linpH. and flightly indented at the edges: the live filam

Vi
ye

hairy, of unequal length, and furniflied with double reddiOi antherse •

the
germen is roundiih, downy, and fupports a fimple ilyle, crowned

with a compreiled IHgma
:
the capfule is oblong, feparated into two

ells and valves, and contains many fmall angular feeds. It is a native ot

England,and ufually grows on the banks of ditches, and flowers in July.

The Verbafcum, according to C. Bauhin, is the ^^o/^or * of Diofc_

rides: it ranks with the natural order Solanacess, but does not feem

to poifefs thofe narcotic powers for which this order is diftinguifhed.*-

The leaves have an herbaceous, bitterifh, fubaftringent tafte, but no
peculiar fmell ; upon being chewed they difcover a mucilag

quality; and hence they are recommended as emollients both inter-

nally and externally. In the way of fomentation and cataplafm they

are laid to be an ufeful application to hemorrhoidal tumours ; alfo for

promoting the refolution or fuppuration of glandular indurations.^

Catarrhal coughs and diarrhoeas are the complaints for which the

Verbafcum has been internally prefcribed. Dr. Home tried it in both,

but it was only in the latter difeafe that this plant fucceeded. He
relates four cafes in which a decodion of Verbafcum was given; and
from which he concludes, that it " is ufeful in diminiiliing or (lopping

dianhoeas of an old {landing, and often in eafing the pains of the

mteftines. Thefe acquire a great degree of irritability ; and the

ordinary irritating caufes, aliment, bile, diftention from air, keep
up a quicker periftaltic motion. This is obviated by the emollient

J5 6and perhaps gentle aftringent qualities of this pi

The decodion was prepared of two ounces of the leaves, with a
quart of water, of which four ounces were given every three hours.
The flowers of this plant have likewife been employed medicinally,
having been fuppofed to polTefs anodyne and pedoral virtues : it is

probable, however, that neither the leaves nor flov/ers deferve to b
fid d as medicines of much efficacy

,

e are told, however, that by the

C. Bauhyl]uia hujus pro elychnns ufus eft, C. Br,

, -~, ....vvv^v^x, uuaL u/ uic feeds of this plant fiihes become fo ftnj

_tter themfelves to be taken out of the water by the hand. EoccoNe, Vide j

f;
Mea,p. u^ b gee Mur. M. M. mi. ui>. 4-88. ^ CUnkal Ex. CJ' HiJl.J

as

„ r-'u^r.Hry complaints of cattle
^
^'l'^

^^"ed Cow's Lung-wort.

p, 4
Verbafcum was found o-f ^reat ufe

4 QUERCl
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QUER<:US ROBUR. COMMON OAK.

SrNONTMJ: Qu Fharm, Lond, ^ Edinb

longo pe Batih, Pin. p, 42 Q"
Qu

B^ma
6 GerarcP-

c. 340 Quercus latifolia. ParLTbeat.p. ii^^6, Q
Tulgaris longis pedlculis. J, Bauh. Hift. vol, /. p, yo. Rait Hiji,

^.1385. Synop.p, 440. Quercus Robur. Evel, Sylv. by Hunter
ed, 2. /. 67, Du Roy, Baiim'z. t, it. p. it^6, Hudf. Ang, p, 42]
Wiihering^ Bot,Arr»p, 1083. Hall, Stirp.Helv, n, 1626.

L

1 - -
,

« Arborea, pedunculis elongatis (pedunculata) Alton, Hort, Kew,

Fe Oa T-R
^^

Fk

\ ^ u m t 4

Arborea, frudibus fubfiffiiibus (fefliris) Alton, Hort, Kew,
Common Oak Tree.

Frutelcens, ramis virgatis, frudibus feffilibus (humllis) Alton, I.

DWA MMON Oak Tr
\

j>

r*

Clqfs MonoQch. Or^» Polyandria. Lin. Gen. Plant, lono.
f

EJf,Gen,Ch, Masc, C^//. 5-fidus fere. Cor, o^

Fem. Cal, I

o. Stam, 5-10.
+

phyllus, integerrimus, fcaber. Co. «'

Stfh
rV

5

Ch Q^ foliis oblongis glabris fmu

dibus oblongis.

Sem. I , ovatum

.

itis : lobis rotund
4

Alton. Hort. Kew

" THIS tree frequently rifes to a very confiderable height,^ fend^s off
. -

.

a An Oak tree, in the pariih of Little Shelfley, Worcefterfhire, meafured in cir-

cumference, at about two yards from the ground, 22 feet 4 inches, and clofe to the ground
nearly feet, (Hollefear).—Of
Ludlow, Shroplhire, the trunk meafured 68 feet in girth, and 23

in 1764, in Broomfield Wood
this tree.

J\ (L
branches^

The eirth of the Green Dale Oak
55

ground, was 38 feet ; and one growing at Cowthorpe, near Wetherby, Yorkfhi

eafured 78 feet in circumference clofe to the p-round. fHunt.EveL'l ^QQJVhherim.l
J

#

r. This reminds us of the Oak
quantum

iEtherias, tantum radice in Tartara Mn. /• iv* 445
ilrong

T K

\
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jnaves

ers

ftrong branches, and is covered with rough brown bark : the
are oblong, broader towards the end, deeply cut or finuated at the (

forming obtufe lobes, and ftand upon fliort footftalks : the fl .

are very fmall, and are male and female upon the fame treel thQ
calyx of the maleJloivcrs is divided into five, fix, or feven feginents,
which are pointed, and often cloven: there is no corolla : the filaments

are from five to ten, and fupplied with large double anthcrx : the calyx
of thefemalefowcr is membranous, hemifpherical, and cornpofed of
numerous imbricated pointed fegments : there is no corolla: the
^ermen is oval

:
the flyles from two to five, and furniflied Vv^ith fimple

permanent ftigmata
: its fruit is a nut, which is oblon^, fixed to a

Ihort cup, and ripens in Odober, but the flowers appear in April.

This valuable tree is well known to be a native of Britain, where
it has in fome inflances acquired an extraordinary magnitude t its

wood is of general ufe in carpentry, and by uniting ^lardnefs with
fuch a degree of toughnefs as not eafily to fplinter, has been Ion
jullly preferred for the purpofe of building fliips."*

The aftringent effeds of the Oak were fufficiently known to the
ancients, by whom different parts of the tree were ufed ; but it is the
bark which is now direded for medicinal ufe by our pharmacopoeias.
To this tree we may alfo refer the Gallse, d^ Galls, which are pro-
duced from its leaves by means of a certain infedl.

Oak bark manifefts to the tafle a flrong aftringency, accompanied
with a moderate bitternefs, qualities which are extraded both by
water and by redified fpirit. Its univerfal ufe and preference in the
tanning of leather is a proof of its great aflringency, and like oth

\

aitringents it has been recommended in agues, and for retraining

hxmorrharies, alvine fluxes, and other immod A
decodion of it has likewife been advantageoufly employed as a gargle,

and as a fomentation or lotion in procidentia redi et uteri. Dr. Cullen
tells us, that he has frequently employed the decodion with fuccefs

m flight tumefadions of the mucous membrane of the fauces, and in

Oak faw-duft is the principal indi fuftian. All the

fhades of brown, are mad r:»

managed and compounded. Oak apples are likewife ufed in dying, as a fub
galls. An infufion of the bark, with a fmall quantity of copperas, is ufed by the
people to d^Q woollen of a purplifh blue^ which is fufficiently durable, mther

fly

many
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prolapfus uvula?, and cynanche tonfillarls, to which fome people are

liable upon the lead expofure to cold : and in many cafes this decodio%
pplied, has appeared ufeful in preventing thefe diforders. It

muft be remarked however, that the Dr. almoft conftantly added a

.portion of alum to thefe decodtions/

Some have fuppofed that this bark is not lefs efficacious than that

of the Cinchona, efpecially in the form of extract ; but this opinioa

nov^ obtains little credit, though there be no doubt that Oak bark

may have the power of curing intermittents/

Galls, which in the warm climate of the Eafi: are found upon the

leaves of this tree, are occafioned by a fmall infed:, with four wings,

called Cyn'ips qtierci fol'ii^ which depofits an ^^^ in the fubflance of

the leaf, by making a fmall perforation through the under furface. The
ball prefently begins to grow, and the egg in the centre of it changes

to a worm ; this worm again changes to a nymph, and the nymph to

the flying infed: above mentioned,* which by eating its palTage out

leaves a round hole : and thofe galls which have no holes, are found

to have the dead infedt remaining in them.

Two forts of galls are dillinguifhed in the fhops, one faid to he

brought from Aleppo, the other from the fouthern parts of Europ

"The former are generally of a bluifh colour, or of a greyilh, or black,

verging to bluenefs, unequal and warty on the furface, hard to

ibreak, and of a clofe compact texture : the others are of a light

^brownifh or whitifli colour, fmooth, round, eafily broken, lefs com-

:pad:, and of a much larger fize* The two forts differ only in flrength,

^ Dr. Cullen tried alfo a folutlon of the alum alone, " but it did not prove fo efFe6lual."

See Mat. Med. vol il. p. 45.
L

^ " I have employed the Oak bark in powder^ giving it to the quantitj o fhalf a dram

?€very two or three hours during the intermiffions af a fever; and, both by Itfelf, and

joined v/ith camomile flov^erSj have prevented the return of the paroxyfms of inter-

anittents/^ Cullen^ L c.

* Many ether excrefcences are produced on this tree, and the infe6ls which inhabit

Mr are very nunicrous. For an enumeration of thefe, fee Witherh

We have already poticed that the Oak in fome parts of the Eaft diftills a fpecies of

;snaRnaj (p^ 105) fo that the words of Virgil feein literally verified

:

^^ Et dur«e quercus fudabunt rofcida mella," £cL iv. 30.

two
r.
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of th

f the blue galls being furpofed equivalent in this refpeft to three
thers.

Galls appear to be the moft powerful of the vegetable aflrln^
llriking a deep black when mixed with a folution '

latum, and therefore preferred to every other fubft

of ferrum

pofe of making ink. As a medicine, they to b

for the pur
confidered as

pplicable to the fame indications as the querci cortex,and by poifeffinir
greater degree of aflringent and flyptic power, feem to have an ad

g
Oak bark, and to be better fuited fo life. Reduced

fine powder, and made into an ointment, they have been found of
;at fervice in hasmorrhoidal affedions.' Their effinnrx^ln \r.,^.^wgreat fervice in hasmorrhoidal affed

tent fevers was tried by Mr. Poup
Sc

efficacy in intermit
by order of the Academy of

d from his report it appears, that the Galls fucceeded
many cafes ; and alfo that they failed in many other cafes, which w
afterwards cured by the Peruvian bark.^

L<ivh^ M. M. %^Q^ Cullen See Mem, pour Van, i702
- -^..* vjr-' >-^;-

'\

JUGLANS REGIA COMxMON WALNUT-TREK

S> TNONTMA Jugl Fharm, Lond,

VUlgi

lans.

Baiih, P
»'

Gerard, Eniac, p

417-

[440

To

R

Nux Juglans five re
f

Inji, p, 501. Nux Jug

Hift. p
Ei/i, vol, up, 241 . Nux Juglans vulg

7>1^ y, Bauh

Park, Theat, p, 1413
Juglans foliis feptenis, ovato-lanceolatis, integerrimis. Hal, Stir

p

Hdv, n, 1624. Juglans regia. Ic, MilU lUuJl, Qramer Forjiipefe

tab, 22^

^lafs Mono I

%

Du Hi Arb t Hunt, EveL

Ord, Polyand Lin, Gen, Plant, p«

mf^ Gen , Ck Ma
-^

I •phyllus, fquamiformis. Cor, 6-partita

Fem,

Cat,

Filatne

Cal, 4-iidus, fup

,1

Cor, 4-par 'S Styli

Sp, Ch

Drup nucleo fulcato

No
J. foliolis ovalibus glabris' fubferratis fub^qualibus

6 4 THIS
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I

THIS is a large tree, and ufually fends off many flrong fpreadir

inches, covered with a greyifh bark : the leaves are large, pinnated

compofed of feveral pairs of oppofite pinnae, with an odd one at thi

d ; they are oval, entire, nerved, veined, pointed, of a pale green

}

colour, and ftand upon fhort footftalks : the flowers are male and
female upon the fame tree, appearing in April and May, and the

fruit ripens about the end of September : the maleflowers are placed

in a clofe cylindrical catkin : the calyx is monophyilous and fquamous

:

the corolla is divided into fix oval petals : the filaments are numerous,

(about eighteen) fhort, and furnifhed with ered: pointed antheras : the

femaleflowers are generally three together ; the calyx is divided into

four fegments, which are eredt, fhort, evanefcent, and fland upon the

germen : the corolla is feparated into four fegments, which are pointed,

ered:, and longer than the calyx : the germen is oval, and placed

below the corolla : the two flyles are very fhort: the fligmata are

irge, expanding, reflexed, and indented : the fruit is of the drupous

ind, large, unilocular, containing a large roundifli nut, which is too

well known to require a defcription here.

This tree, which is a native of Perfia, has been long cultivated in

this country, and bears our winters very well. Linnaeus defcribes its

leaves as fomewhat ferrated ; but this we have never obferved, and

therefore with Haller would rather fubflitute the word integerrimis

for fubferratis. The wood is of a dark colour, and beautifully varie-

ated, efpecially that of the root, and by being hard enough to admit

of polifhing, w^as much ufed by Cabinet-makers before the introdudion

of mahogany.
The unripe fruit,^ which has an aflringent bitterifli tafle, and has been

long ufed as a pickle, is the part direded for medicinal ufe by the

London College, on account of its anthelmintic virtues. Its effeds

in deflroying worms feem confirmed by the teftimony of feveral

authors :'' and in proof of its pofleiling this vermifuge power,we are told

We may notice for curiofity a notion which formerly prevailed : Ut nuces in proxi-

mum annum copiofius proveniant, mos eft hodie apud rufticos quofdam^ut nuces pcrtiCiS

decutiantur. Hinc non inconcinne quidam alludendo cecinit.

N11X5 afinuSj mulier fimili funt lege ligata ;

Hsec tria nil fru6lus fiiciunt, fi verbera cefTant. Vide Ray^ A c.
r

J

»> Plater, Fifcher, Andry, and others.

that



vo-^^^-toyn^i^^-^

rullijHe^i r.'v MrWo od^itu i^^[>y^ j 2792.
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that water, In which the green fhells of Walnuts have bee
on beir

t̂)
poured a gard

m
was found to d

ther as far as the water extended = and

1

all tlie arth
v^^^'^' f : : .

-'--^-^ ^^^n^iiucu, ami cnat tne worms by
being immerfed m a ftrong mfufion of thefe ihells were immediately
feizedwith fpafms, and died in two minutes afterwards

of the g is the ft

^ept for a fuffici

of the patient b)

An extrad:
convenient ^preparation, as it may be

the ftomach

(

immature ftate, is alfo faid to b

gth of time, and mad
g it with cinnamon-water. This fruit

d fore

of ufe in apthous affe

To anfwer thefe purpofes, the Wirtemb
Pharm. direds a rob to be prepared of its juice

The kernel of the Wal"-^'* "^ " ' '

\

Imond and hazel

fnnilar in its qualities to that of tl

and affords an oil which amounts to half tl

weight of the kernel : according to De laHire,^this oil does not conge

by cold, and anfwers the medicinal purpofes of the oil of almonds
_ r

Car. Stephan. Jgricult. lib. 3. c. 13. Andry, Generation des vers, p
Fifcher, Comm. de vennihus tn C. H. et anthelmiittico.

J.G

Wal
IS^'P

^ Fifcher, /. c.

Sal

M. M. p. n^&^ De la Glace, j^. 499

*' Foil pifces nux fit, poft carnes cafeus efto."

;>,--*#¥fe.i7V

^SCULUS HIPPOCASTANUM. COMMON HORSE
CPIESNUT..

-»

STNO NTMA, Hippocantanum. Pharm, Edinb, Caftanea folio

multifido. Batib, Fin, p. 4 1
9. Caftanea equina. " Gerard, Emac,

. 1442. ParL T/?eaL p, 140 1. Rail Hift, p. 1683. Hippocaf-

tanum. Hal Stlrp. Helv, n, 1029. iE. Hip. Miller Illiift, Hunt,

Evel. vol, I. p, o^^(^.

Clafs Heptandria. Ord. Monogynia. Lin: Gen. Plant, /^62.
,u

^Jf' Gen. Ch. Cal. I

>

phyllus, 5-dentatus, ventrlcofus. Cor. 5~petala^

^^ Ch.

in^quaUter colorata, calyci inferta.. Caps. 3-locularis

-^. foliolis feptenis.

^ --.

-^

S

THIS

: I -
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V of

S tree fi-equentlv grows to a great heip-ht :1 from the upper
nk ufually fends ofi numerous fpreading branches

pofed
obverfely oval,

d with rough brown bark : the leaves are d
only of fev lar lob ch g

ferrated, ribbed, of a pale green colour, and proceed from a common
centre attached to a long footftalk : the flowers terminate the b
in large conical fp and make a beautiful

is tubular,

the corolla

app
d divided at the brim into five lli

fills of ive

dulated at the edges, inferted

e white colour, irn

petals, which are

^arance : the caly.>

:t blunt fegments
undifh, fpreading

alyx by narrow claws, and of i

gularly fpotted with red and yellow : the filament^
feven, tapering, about the length of the corolla, bending at the tor

e

and fupplied with pointed anth germen is round, fupporting
Ihort ilyle, furniihed with a pointed ftigma : the capfule is round

fc>
h, fleflay, befet with fpines, divided into three

,. _ b ^ T*n rr- -I r- -I -r •

d con
g ndifli comprefTed feeds. It is a native of the northera

parts of Afia, and flowers in April and May.
J ^

^Though the Caftanea was well known to the ancients, yet Mat
thiolus feems to be the firll author who defcribes the Horfe Chefnut -

which was broug

century. and
Europe

lo fcarce in the time of Clufiu

the middle of the fixteenth

that
ihen but one tree known at "V

fruit

was

(\

J

nuts were obtained from Conftantinopl

which being too young to bear

in 588 after
which this tree was very generally propagated. It was cultivated _._

England by Mr. John Tradefcant in 1633, and is now very common
this country. The wood is white, foft, foon decaVs, and is there

fore of Th fruit in appearance refembles that of the
^anifh Chefnut, and is eaten by iheep, goats, deer, oxen, and horfes.'

\.

,i

A Horfe Chefnut-tree, above 80 years old, and 50 feet hig-h, ftill continued

It

'healthy and growing ftate Berner landwlrthjchaftl, Gefellfch. vol ii. p, 943
The ripe capfule feldom contains more than one, but on .being examined

flate, two are conftantly L
See his Epijf. medicinal op. omn. p. loi. 125. Afterwards in Comm. In Diofcorid.

^ Mu App. Med. vol. IV. p. 63
Horfes are faid to eat this fruit g
pulmonary diforders, and hence the

e, and particularly fheep, it has

, and by it to have been cured of coughs
Horfe Chefnut, For thepurpofe of fattening

thought necellary to macerate the nuts in

cauftic
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It contains mucli farinaceous matter, which by undergoing a proD
p^ocefs, fo as to diveft it of its bitternefs and acrTmTnVfAErmight afford a kind of bread: ftarch has been made of it on^^-11 If- made of it, ?nd
found to be very good

:
it appears alfo to polTefs a faponace^-s

quality, as it is ufed, particularly in France and Switzeriand for
the purpofe ot cleaning woollens, and in waihing and
linens.

bleachins:.

With a view to its errhine power the Edinburgh College has
introduced it into the Materia Medica ; as a fmall portion of the
powder, fnuffed up the noftrils, readily excites fneezino- • even th-
infufion or decodion of this fruit produces this effea:; it has there
fore been recommended for the purpofe of producing a difcharff.
from the nofe, which, in fome complaints of the head and eyes i

found to be of confiderabk benefit. -

On the Continent the Bark of the Horfe Chefnut-tree is held
great eftimation as a febrifuge, and upon the credit of feveral re
fpedable authprs appears to be a medicine of great efficacy. 2;anni
chelli' at Venice Was., the firft, who publifhed its fuccefsful ufe in
various cafes of intermitTa\Ts*;- fiacgL wiiich its good efFeds have been
confirmed by Leidjsnfroft, Peipers,' julighlmf.dC.oiite and Willemet,'
.Sabarot De La Varniere,"' Turra," Buchholz,°and others : from whom
it appears, that this bark may be fubftituted for the Peruvian bark in

every cafe in which the latter is indicated, and with equal,

fuperior, advantage.
H

cauftic alkali, in order to take ofF the bitternefs, afterwards to wafh them in water^
then boil them to a pafte; (See Bon Mem. de VAcaci. 1720. p. 460.) Lime water
alfo found to anfwer. (See Hijl. de la Societe R. de Montpell. torn. it. p. 57.) B
me nuts are cut and mixed with oats or bran, this purpofe may be efFeded with
trouble, Hannov. Mag. 1770. p. 226'.

f Parmentier, Recherches fur les vegePaux nourljjam^ p. 176. 2i8

^ Marcandier, Traite de Channjre^ Leipziger IntelUgenzblatt. 1764. />. 46* De
rujtica^ or the Repofitoryfor papers in Agricudwe^ vol. it. p. ']S' h' ^^*

''

J. Jac Zannichelli Lettera intorno alle Facolta dell' Ippoca/lanoy &c.
' Letdenfroft in Peipers DiJJ'. de cortlce Hippoc. Duifburg, 1,763. ^ Diff. de ni

vomica et cortlch Hlppocajl. virtute med. 1770. p. 25. fq.
^ Effals fur les pla7

mligenes. p. 57. m Joum. /e Medec. torn. 47. p. 324. " Delia febhrlf
F.

Ippocajlano^ hi Ficenza. 1780. ^ Vber Anttfepi. Subji. lyjb

See Murray, I

No. 26. 4 U Th
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The bark,^ intended for medicinal ufe, is to be taken from thofe
branches, which are neither very old nor very young, and to be
exhibited under fnnilar forms and dofes, as diredied with refped to

the cortex peruvianus. It rarely difagrees with the ftomach ; but its

aftringent effeds generally require the occafional adminiflration of a
laxative.
^

-^W

r-

MORUS NIGRA COMMON MULBERRY TREE

STNONTMJ. Morum. Fharm

.

Bauh, Fm, 459 Morus Gerard. Emac,

Morus frudu nlgro.

Morus^5^7

nigra J, Baub, Hift, voL i, p, Ii8. Rait Hiji, p* 1429 Fark^
I

•-.

Farad, p. 596. Du Hamel Traite des arhres fruitiers^ torn, i. p
ZZS Hunt, EveL vol, ii, p, 39.

Clafs Monoecia. Ord, Tetrandria. Lin, Gen, Flant, ^^SS

EJf, Gen. Cb »^ Mas
Fem

9 C^/. 4-partitu8.
I'

Cdt.- 4-phyllus. C(

or, o.

Styli Cal, bac
I

catus. Se7n, 1,

Sp, Cb M. foliis cordatis fcabris

THIS tree never grows to a confiderable height, but fends off

feveral crooked branches, and is covered with rough brown bark

the leaves are numerous, heart-fhaped, ferrated, veined gh, of a

bright green colour, and ftand upon fhort footflalks : the flowers

male and female upon the fame a
the malejii are placed

clofe roundifli catkins, each floret compofed of a calyx, divided

four leaves, which are oval, concave. and ered ; there

the filaments

fimple antherae

are four

tl caly
g than the aly and furnifhed with

of \htfemale flower is divided into four

This is not conftantly the cafe, as it fometimes happens that all the flowers are male

femakj ^vA confequently barren

^
obtufc

I
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^
/
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feed, and affixed to a common receptacle. It

4 '

obtufe perfiftent Segments
:
there is no corolla: the germen is roundifh

and fupports two rough ftyles, fupplied with fimple fligmata : th(

fruit is a large fucculent berry, compofed ofa number of fmaller berries

each containing an oval

flowers in June, and its fruit ripens in September

_
The Mulberry-tree^ is a native of Italy, and is now cultivated ii

moft parts of Europe," not only for the grateful fruit which it affords

but in many places for the more lucrative purpofe of fupplyin^- Silk

worms with its leaves, upon which they fee
'

The ripe fruit abounds with a deep violet-coloured juice, which
in its general qualities agrees with that of the other acido-dulces,

allaying thirft, partly by refrigerating, and partly by exciting an
of mucus from the mouth and fauces : a fimilar effed IS

alfo produced in the ftomach, where, by correding putrefcency, a
powerful caufe of thirft is removed/ This is more efpecially the
cafe with all thofe fruits in which the acid much prevails over the
faccharine part, as the currant, which we; have already noticed;** and
to which the medicinal qualities of this fruit may be referred ; but
both thefe, and moft of the other fummer fruits, are to be confidered

rather as articles of diet than of medicine. The London College
direds a fyrupus mori, which is an agreeable vehicle for various

medicines.

' The bark of the root of the Mulberry-tree has an acrid bitter tafte,

and poflefTes a cathartic power. It has been fuccefsfully ufed as an
anthelmintic, particularly in cafes of T^nia/ The dofe is half a

dram of the powder.

\

Gerard is the firft who Is known to have cultivated It In Eng

but In* The leaves of the white Mulberry are preferred for this purpofe in Europe ;

China, where the bell filk is made, the filk worms are fed with thofe of the Moru
tartarica.^ (Forfter, in a letter to Profeffor Murray. See Jpp. Med. vol h. />. 597
dated 1787.) From the bark of another fpecies of Mulberry, (M. papyrifera) th

Japanefe make paper, and the inhabitants of fome of the iflands of the South fea make
kind

See Cullen's account of the fru<^us acido-dulces. Mat. Med. vol i. />. 242

* Page 207- See alfo Rubus and Citrus.

' Vide, Andry, de la generation des versy ^c. p. 172*

FICUS CARICA.
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FIGUS CARICA. COMMON FIG-TREE,

iTNONTMJ, Carica. Pbarm. Lond, ^ Ediin Ficus CO 111

mums.

X

Bauh, Fin, p, 457. Ficus vulgaris. ParL Theat,p, 1494.

Ficus. Gerard, Einac, p.ij\.io, Raii Hifl, p,i^2>^, Ficus Carica.'

Miller IlliiJI, Sjf/l,fex. Du Hamcl I'raite des arbres Fniitiers, torn,

z, p. 207. tab, I. 2. Bernard in Obf,fur la phyfique^ Vhijl, nat, ^r»

/6772, 29. tab, 17 2vw Grcec,

1

^'Aj/f Polygamia. Orif. Trioecia. Lin, Gen , Plant, ii 6 8

.

Eff, Gen, Ch, Receptaculum commune turbinatum, carnofum, con««

nivens, occultans flofculos vel in eodem vel diftindo.

> sc, Ca 3-partitus
F

Cor, o. Stam,

Fem, CaL 5-partitus* Cor, o* m* I. Sem, I «

/

Sp, Ch, F: foliis palmatis» *

JL

THE Fig-tree is covered with fmooth brown bark, and fends off

many fpreading branches : the leaves are large, fucculent, fmooth,

irregularly divided into five lobes, of a deep green colour, and ilaad

upon ftrong footflalks. The fruit, in its early ftage, ferves as the

common receptacle, and contains upon its inner furface all the florets,

which are both male and female ; the former has the calyx (proper)

divided into three fegments, which are lance-lhaped, ered:, and equah

there is no corolla: the filaments are three, brillly, of the length of

the calyx, and furnifhed with dbubk antherse. The calyx (proper)

of xhQfejnaleJlower is divided into five fegments, which are pointed,

^nd nearly equal : there is no corolla : the germen is oval : the ftyle

is tapering, inflexed, and furniflied with two pointed reflexed ftig-

mata : the calyx is oblique, and contains in its bofom a roundilh

comprefTed feed. It is a native of the fouth of Europe, and com-

monly produces its .flowers in June and July.
The

/

\
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From hlftorv, both flicred and profane, the Fig-tree appears to
have been knou;ii m the moil early times. It has been Ioiip- culti

vated in England, and if icreened from the north-eaft winds com
^

ripens its fruit here. The Fig, which has always been
nd a wholelome food, was by the ancients ' ripened or

me

X

brought to perfedion by Caprification ; a pradice which in fo....

countries is ftill continued." It had been obferved, that the fruit of
this tree frequently withered and dropped off before it arrived at a
ftate of maturity, and upon examination it was difcovered that thofe

^3 fucceeded heft which had been perforated by certain winged
inleds, which therefore were fuppofed'to be inftrum'ental in ripening
the fruit. This gave rife to caprification, which formerly confifted

in tying near the young figs the fruit of the wild fig tree, in v/hich
the flies above mentioned breed in abundance, and thefe infeds, upon
acquiring fufficient ftrength, iffue from the wild fruit, and by'pene-
trating the young figs produce the effed intended. That this infed,
which by the ancients was called Pfenes, or Culex, and by Linnasus*
Cynips Pfenes, produced this defirable efFea, is generally admitted •

but how it is to be explained has been the fubjed: of fome difpute.

To prevent ripe Figs from running into putrefadion, it is ufual to
dry them ; which may be done either by the heat of the fun,

means of an oven : the latter way is preferred, efpecially when the
fruit has been caprified, as the larva of the cynips is deftroyed by
the heat. The beft Figs are imported from the fouthern parts of
Europe in fmall chefiis, and are comprelTed into a circular form, of a
yellowifh colour, and filled with a vifcid fweet pulp, in which are
lodged numerous fmall yellow lenticular feeds. The furface of the Figs
is commonly covered with a faccharine matter, which exudes from the
the fruit, and hence they have been named Carica pingiies^ or fat Figs.

^

The recent fruit, completely ripe, is foft, fucculent, and eafily

digefled, unlefs eaten in immoderate quantities ; when it is apt to

afion flatulency, pain of the bowels, and diarrhoea.*' The dried
fruit is pleafanter to the tafte, arid is more wholefome and nutritive.

^ . .^ ^
* See Theophra/ius, Sutdas, Piiny, and others.

Lapriacatlon, as pradtifecl at ibme of the Archipelago Iflands, when vifited by
i^ournefort, appears to be a very curious but troublefome bufinefs. See Tournefort^
P'o^jagi du Levant^ vol. i. p. 130, « Murray^ Jpp, Med, vol iv, p. 585

2 X Figs
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Figs are fuppofed to be more nutritious, by having their fugar united
with a large portion

thoug to be

of mucilaginous matter, which, from bein^r

of an oily nature, has been long efteemed an ufeful

demulcent and pectoral d it is chiefly with a view to thefe effed

that they have been medicinally employed

Fig direded by the London Pharm. in the decodum hordei

compofitum, and in the elediuarium lenitivum. Externally applied

they are fuppofed to promote the fuppuration of tumours, and hence

have a place in maturating cataplafms ; with this intention they are

alfo fometimes ufed by themfelves, as warm as they can eafily be

borne, to phlegmons of the gums, and other parts where a poultice

\

iently be applied

AMOMUM REPENS
SEU CARDAMOMUM.

OFFICINAL CARDAMOMw

-^ L

STNO NTMA. >Cardamomum minus. Fharm, Lond, & Edinb.

Gerard, Emac, p, 1547. ParL T'beaL p, 1576. Cardamomum:

fimpUciter in officinis didum. JBaiib, PIn,p./^i^, Cardamomum

cum filiquis feu thecis brevibus. ^, Bauh, Hijl, vol //. /. 205.

Amomum repens, feu Le Cardamome de la Cote de Malabar.

Sonnerat Voyage aux Indes oriental, torn. It, p, 240. tab, I36> Alia

fpecies eftAmomumCardamomum L.fcapo fimplicifrimo breviffimo.

>

Clafs Monandria. Ord, Monogynia. Lin. Gen, Plant, 2.

E[f, Gen, Ch, Cor, 4-fida : lacinia prima patente.
q

^

'

Ch
r

A. fcapis ramofis elongatis decumbentibus.

Smithy Syji, Veg,

\

Ined,
X

THE root is perennial : the ftalks are fimple, fheathy, ered, grow

to a confiderable height, and befet with leaves, which are

ihaped g entire, ely pointed

lance

bbed, and ftand alternately

upon the iheaths of the ftalk : the flower fl:alk proceeds immediately
from

> #
J
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and

f in lenrrth

r

creeps along tHe groundfrom the r

afoot and ^ x^tc^jL xx^ xv-^^^lxi, cii.LJ.«.i

ducing nmnercus flowers, which

peduncles

It IS

riinig

d, in a zig-zag fo

placed

commonly

from the articulations: the

upon

obfcurely divided into three teeth at the

petalous,

d pro-

ded ftipulated

is fm.

gm tl le

and

mo-
no compoied of a narrow tube, divided at the mouth into.

four fegments ;
of thefe the three outermoil are long, narrow, uniiorm,

and of a flraw colour, but the central one, which has been confidered
ed:aiy ge, broad ave

5
of a

marked with violet ured ft

ftrap-ihaped 111 th

riDes

;

the fil

fhape, and
IS membrano

of which the anthera is joined

the fegments of th u corolla
>

to the top

below the infertion. of the tube of the corolla: the

germen is roundifh, and placed

r of the length of the fdament,. and fupplied

is filiform

an obtufe ftigma
the capfule is triangular, divided into three cells and valves, containing
feveral fmall dark coloured feeds. , —

*

This plant is a native of the Eaft-Indics, and according to Sonnerat
grows abundantly, on the Malabar Coaft :" it differs confiderably from
the Amomum Cardamomum of Linnseus, as appears by the fpecific

charader he has given it, and the figures to which it is referred to in

his Species Plantarum. Sonnerat, who firft difcovered '

repens
5
and whofe auth ity is

the Amomum
fidered to afford the feeds

officinally known by the name of Cardamomum minus, inf6rm
that th abounds fo plentifully mountain on the

Coaft of Malabar, that it is called the Mountain of Cardamoms, from
which all India is fupplied with the feeds.

The Cardamoms imported into Europe have been diftinguifhed by
the names Cardamomum majus, medium, & minus ; the diftindion

depending the refpedive lizes of their feeds ; but the different

fpecies from which the two former are faid to have been produced
imperfedly defcribed, and their botanical hiftories fo confufed, thai

we are unable to give any fatisfadory information concerning them

* In afpecimen of this plant, which we have feen in the Herbarium of Sirjofeph Banks
this appearance was very remarkable.

L b El Hort. Malab
• «

Rumph# Jmhoin.^vol a a 4

d
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and wlietlier the Aniomum yerum of the ancient Greek writers
referable to our Cardamom, feems alfo equally uncertain.

IS

The feeds of the Cardamomum minus, which are now generally
preferred for medicinal purpofes, are brought to us in their capfules,

or hufk§, by which they are preferved ; for they foon lofe a part

of their flavour when freed from this covering. " Their virtue is

extraded not only by redified fpirit, but almoft completely by water
alfo ; with this difference, that the watery infufion is cloudy or
turbid, the fpirituous clear and tranfparent. Scarcely any of the

aromatic feeds give out fo much of their warmth to wiitery menflrua.

or abound fo much with gummy matter, which appears to be the

principle by which the aromatic part is made diffoluble in water : the

infufion is fo mucilaginous, even in a dilute flate, as hardly to pafs

through a filter."

((

»> c

. t

'\

In diilillation vsrith water, a confiderable quantity of effential oil

feparates from the watery fluid, of a pale yellowifh colour, in fmell

exadly refembling the Cardamoms, and of a very pungent tafte : the

remaining decodion is difagreeably bitterifh, and mucilaginous. On
infpifrating the tlndure made of redified fpirit, a part of the flavour

of the Cardamoms arifes with the fpirit ; but the greateft part remains

"behind, concentrated in the extrad, which fmells moderately of the

feeds, and has a pungent aromatic tafte, very durable in the mouth,

and rather more grateful than that of the feeds in fubflance.

Cardamom feeds, on being chev/ed, impart a glowing aromatic

warmth, and grateful pungency : they are fuppofed gently to flimulate

the flomach, and prove cordial, carminative, and antifpafmodic, but

without that, irritation and heat which many of the other fpicy

aromatics are apt to produce. We are told by Sonnerat, that the

Indians ufe it much, and believe it to flrengthen the flomach, and

afhfl digefliion. Phyficians however confider Cardamoms merely

as an aromatic, and prefcribe them in conjundion with other medi-

cines, which they are intended to corred or affifl.

Simple and compound fpirituous lindures of thefe feeds are direded

by the Pharmacopoeias ; they are alfo ordered as a fpicy ingredient ia

jnany of the officinal compofitions. •

\

^y

r

Lewis, Mat, Med. p. 194.

CURCUMA

/
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CURCUMA LONGA. LONG-ROOTED TURMERIC.

STNONTMJ. Curcuma. Pharm, Lond, '<S Edinh, Cafinacoms

radice crocea, five Curcuma officinarnm. Tourn, Lift, p, ^6j,
Curcuma longa. Konig^ in Rez. ohf. bot.fafc, 3. p, 72. Curcuma
radice longa. Zanon, H'tjl, PL ed, Monf.p, 86. tab, ^g\ Curcuma

domeftica major. Rumph. Herb, Amboin. tom,^, p, 162. tab, Gj

Manjella-Kura. Hort, Malab, torn, 11, p, 21. tab, 11. Amomum
Curcuma. Jacqutn^ Hort, Vindob, torn, ^, p, 5. tab, 4.

Clafs Monandria. Ord, Monogynia. Lin, Gen. Plant, 6
\

EJf, Gen, Cb, Stamina 4-fterilia, quinto fertilL

Bp*Ch, C. foliis laaceolatis : nervis lateralibus numerofijOSmis,

THE root is perennial, tuberous, and furnifhed with flrong jfibres,

externally brownifh, and internally of ^ deep, yellow colour: the

leaves are radical, large, lance-lhaped, obliquely nerved; at the bottom.

Vaginal, and clofely embracing each other : the fcapus, or flower ftem,

rifes, from the centre of the leaves ; it is fhort, thick, fmooth, and

forms a fpike of numerous bradeal imbricated fcales, between which

the flowers fucceffively iffue monopetalous, confifting

of a narrow tube, divided at the mouth into three oval fegments : the

nedarium occupies the wide under- fmus of .the corolla, and is the

tnoft confpicuous part of the flower ; it is of aflefh colour, petal-like,

large, fpreading, and cut into three divifions, of which the middlemofl

is the largefl: : the filaments are five, four of which are ered, flender^

linear, contraded, fterile ; the fifth is petal-formed, lodged within

the nedarium, and cleft at the top, to which the anthera is adjoined

;

the germen is roundifh, and placed below the corolla : the ftyle is the

iength of the filament, and furnished with a fimple hooked fligma

:

the capfule is royncjifh, .three-celled, three-valyed, and contains nu-

meroM^ fmall feed

No. 21. A.Y Turmer
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h.

rurmeric is a native of the Eafl Indies, and common in the gardens

of the Chinefe ; it grows abundantly in Malacca, Java, and Balega.*

It was firft cultivated in England by Mr. P. Miller in iyS9*^ "^be

root of this plant has been long officinally known, and pafTed under

different names, as Crocus indicus. Terra merita, &c. ^ In its dried

ftate, as imported here, it is various in fhape ; externally of a pale

yellow colour, wrinkled, folld, ponderous, and the inner fubftance

of a deep faffron or gold dour is fomewhat fragrant, and

the taile it is bitteriih, llightly acrid," exciting a moderate degree

of warmth in the mouth, and on being chewed it tinges the faliva

yellov7. It has been very generally employed for the purpofe of

dying,Vand in eaftern countries it is much ufed for colouring and

feafoning of food.°
(( This root gives out its adlive matter both to aqueous and fp

g

tuous menftrua. In diftillation with water, it yields a fmall quantity

of gold-coloured eifential oil, of a moderately ilrong fmell, and a

pungent taile : the remaining decodion, infpiffated, leaves a bitteriih

xoniiderably faline mafs. Rediiied fpirit elevates little or nothing of

its virtue ; all the adive parts being left behind in the infpiilated

extrad."^

This root has had the charader of being a pow^erful aperient and

refolvent : it has been commonly prefcribed in obftrudions of the

liver, and other chronic vifceral afFedions. The difeafe in which it

has been thought moil efficacious is the jaundice'; but though the

ufe of this root is highly recommended by feveiral pradical writers
J-

H h

* Vide Konig, Rumphius, and Bontius. •
* Hort. Kew.

« The Chinefe ufe it as a fternutatory.

This fubftance is very rich in colour, and there is no other which gives a yellow-

colour of fuch brightnefs ; but it poffeffes no durability, nor can mordants give it a

fufficient degree : common fait, and ammoniacal muriat, are thofe which fix the colour

beft, but they render it deeper/* Hamilton's tranflation of BerthoUet's Elements of the

Art ofDyings vol. ii. p. 280. See alfo on this fubjeft, Hellot Uart de la Teint. p. 406.

and Porner, Chym. Verfuche z. Nuz. der Farbekunjiy vol. i. i. Jkh. ScharfFs Recepte

iib, verfch. Gattungen, v. Farh, j. St.
, ,

« It enters the compofition of the Curry powder which is now much, i^fed here.

.' f Lewis, M. M.. '

8 Of thefe we may more particularly, refer to Bontiu?, (De Med. Ltdor. p. iiS-j

F. Hoffman, (Meth.Med. inMed. rat. fm,m.J>. 542.; Coe, (an Bikary Concret..p,%%S-)

it

i
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it is now very rarely employed ; and we are told by Dr. Cullen, that

the decoaum ad laericos of the Edinburgh Difpenllitory, (Ed. 1756)
t' never had any other foundation than the dodrine of fignatures ia

favour of the Curcuma and Cheledonium majus." ^

•» Mat. Med. vol. i. />. 25.

K/E iM P F E RIA ROTU N D

A

ZED GARY
.^s

STNONTMA. Zedoarla. Fharm.Lond. 'k^ Edlnh, L Zedoarla

longa II. Zedoaria rotunda. Bauh. Pin. p. 31. Park. neat. p.
/ 1D12. Kali Hi/I. p. 1 340. Gerard^ Efnac, p.

Rheed.' Hort. Malah, totn. 11./. 17. tab. 9.^

1623 Malan-Kua»

Clafs Monandria. Ord. Monogynla. Lin. Gen. Plant. 7.
^

EJf. Gen. Ch, Cor. 6-partita : laciniis 3 majorlbus uQica

bipartita. Stigma bilamellatum.
i ^

Sp, Cb, K. fol. lanceolatis petiolatis.

/

THE root IS perennial, tuberous, flefhy, comprefled, externally of

alh colour, internally of a bluifh grey : the flower ftem is covered

with fheath d rifes very above the ground leaves are

large, radical, nearly elliptical, pointed, veined, and Hand upon broad

footftaiks : the calyx is fmall and obfcure : the corolla is monopetalous,

confifting of a long flender conical tube, divided at the upper

mity into fi

inferted below the others, of which two are oval, pointed, and ered

the remaining one is deeply cut into two obverfely heart-fhaped
" "

ns, of a reddifh colour, and beautifully flriated with, purple:

X parts, three of which are long, narrow, fpreading

d iV ifio

there but fil which is memb d otched

end
: the anthera k linear, doubled, entii*ely adhei d fcarcely

rifes above the tube of the corolla; the germen is roundifh, and fup

port

/
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'-ports a flyle, wliicli is about the length of the tube, furnllhed with a
folded roundifh ftigma : the capfule is triangular, divided into three

cells, and as many valves, and contains numerous fmall feeds.

On the authority of L Colleges of London and Edin
burgh have referred the officinal Zedoary to this plant, v^hich is a

native of the Eaft Indies. But Bergius informs us, that he received

a fpecimen of the Zedoary plant from India, v/hich, upon examina-

tion, was found to be a fpecies of Amomum ;^ and it is obferved by
Murray, that this opinion receives additional weight by the defcrip-

of Zedoary, or the Indoriim Tamogca?ifi, given by Camellus.

It feems no eafy tafk to dlfcover with any tolerable probability,

whether this drug was ufed by the ancients or not ; fome have fup-

pofed it to be the Coflus of Diofcorides, the Guiduar of Avicenna,

the Zerumbet of Serapion."^ . But this we leave to thofe who are

ready to decide upon w^hat is merely conJe£turaL

The roots of Zedoaria, longa and rotunda, are both produced by
the fame ipecies of plant, and are indifcriminately ufed in the Ihops

;

the former are brought to us in oblone pieces, about the thicknefs of

%

J? c

the little finger, two or three inches in length, bent, rough, and

angular ; the latter are roundifh, about an inch in diameter, of an

afli colour on the outfide, and white within.

" This root has an agreeable camphoraceous fmell, and a bitterifli

aroniatic tafte. ;It impregnates water wdth its fmell, a flight bitternefs,

a confiderable warmth and pungency, and ayellowifh brown colour:

the reddiih yellow fpirituous tindure is in tafte ftronger, and in fmell

weaker, than the watery. In diftillation with water it yields a thick

ponderous effential oil, fmelling ftrongly of the Zedoary, in tafte very

hot and pungent

Cartheufer, who afcribes the virtues of Zedoary to a camphoraceous

volatile oil, confiders it as a general remedy for moft of the chronic
.' ' -

a " Plantam babul ex Cochinchina, figurce Rheedeanse, convenientem, lc6lam a CI.

Joanne de Loureyro oc comparatam fub itinere Chlnenfi, CL Car. G. Exeberg, Centurione

& navis Gubernatore, de fcientia botanices bene merito/* 2lfat. Med. p. 5. He calls it,

^J. fcapo nudo^fpica laxa truncata ; and makes its lynonyma to be, Kua. Rheed. Malab.

II. p. 13, t. 7. Tommon itarn* "Rumph Jmb. 5. p. 169. Zedoarla CamelL Sttrp. Lu%.

/. 23. ** See Rmu^ Hijt. plant, vol. 3. in Jpp. « Lewis^ M. M.p. 684.

* See pa this fubjedl, S/G. Manitiiis.' De^tatlbm Zedmics relatio, Drefd. 1691.

difeafes
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difeafes with which humanity Is afPiiaed ;' but as the camphor It con-

tains can avail but little, and its effeds as a bitter or aromatic are fo

very inconfiderable, this root is now deemed to poflefs very little

medicinal power, and might fafely be expunged from the materia

medica;^ though it ftill has a place in the confedio aromatica of the

London pharmacopoeia. *
^

'

'

,

e Se6l. xiv. §. 3.
* Dr. Cullen fays, " I am clear thj

litted in our lilts of the Mat. Med." Mat Med. vol. it. p. 207
i^iiiiiilV^ttJtfl^R

MYRISTICA MOSCHATA. NUTMEG TPvEE.

STNONTMJ. Nux Mofchata. Pharm, Lond, ^ Ed'mk Part
r " -

Theat,p, 1600. RauH'i/I.p, 1522. Nux Mofchata, frudu rotundo.

Bauh. Pin. p, 407. Pluk, Almag.p. 267. Nux Mofchata rotunda,

. five femina. Gerard.^ Emac.p. 1536. Breyn. Prod. voLii. p. 77.

Nux Myriftica. Rumph, A?nb. voL it, tab, 4, Myriilica Mofchata.
L

Thumb, AB', Stockholm, ann, ij^i, p, /^6, t, i. Conf, Memoirefur

U genre du Miifcadier Myrifllca^ par Mr, Be La Marck\ Hijl, de

VAcad, Royal des Sc'ien, pour Van, \^%%, pub, en 1790.^. 148.
h

r

Clafs Dioecia. Ord, Syngenefia. Shreb, Gen, Plant, 1562.
r

X

EJf. Gen, Ch, Masc,^ Cal, 3-fidus. Cor, o. Anthera circum fu-

premam partem filamenti adnatse.
I

1

Fem, C^/. 3-fidus. C<?r. o. %/. brevifs. Stigma

bifida. Capjs, drupacea. Shreh,

Sp, Ch, M. foliis lanceolatis frudu glabro. Thufib,

\

THIS tree attains" the height of thirty feet, producing numerous

branches which rife together in flories, and covered w^th bark, which

of the trunk is a reddifh brown, but that of the young branches is

of a bright green colour : the leaves are nearly elliptical, pointed,

undulated, obliquely nerved, on the upper fide of a bright green, on

the under whitifli, and fland alternately upon footPcalks : the flowers

are fmall, and hang upon flender peduncles, proceeding from the axillae

of the leaves : they are both male and female upon feparate trees.

No. 4
Of
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Of tlie maleftower the calyx confiils of one
led at le into three

fta

b
>

br i in

rding to I

fifting of fiiort filaments, infert

bell-fliaped leaf, d
•/

>
teetn

: there is no corolla

:

La Marck, are from fix to twelve, joined

1

the
forrcunded with anther^s, which are long

Of
th

\\cfcwa GZ

receptacle, and
united.

the calyx is fiipilar to that of the male Fiower -

men
m

1

d by tvv^o R'lgm th

oval,

rnit IS d

d fupp

or oval, and of

fty

upoiis kind, of which the external covering is flefhy, toup-h

e

a_ ^ , nd
by opening at the top feparates into two valves, and difcovers the
Mace, which has a reticulated appearance

5 d divides into th
ions , wMch clofely invefl a {lender fhell containing the feed

Nutmeg. Th tree is a native of the Eaft Ind
01?

Molucca I

particularly the

.
The Nutmeg has been fuppofed to be the Comacum of Theophraflus

^

but there feems little foundation for this opinion, nor can it with more
probability be thought to be the Chryfobalanos of Galen. Our firfl

knowledge of it was evidently derived from the Arabians ; byAvic
was called Jiauiib

Rumphius both figured and defc

Jaufiband,* which fignifies Nut of Band
b

but the fig

by him is fo imperfed, and the defcription fo confufed, that Lia-
n^us, w^ho gave it the generic name Myriftica, was unable to alTigr

its proper characters. S account of the Mufcadier is ftill

more erroneous ;^ and the younger Linnaeus was unfortunately milled

Myriftica in the clafs Polyandria, andby this author, placing

defcribing the corolla as confifting.of five petals.'' Thunberg, who
examined the flower of the Nutmeg, places it in the clafs monoecia,
and according to his defcription, the male fiower lias but one filament,

furrounded at the upper part by the antherse f and as the filaments are

fhort and flender,and the antheras united, this miftake might eafilyarife
*,

/.

^'265

Lib. ii. cap. 5035 and by Serapion it was named Jeuzb
^ Voyage a la Nouvelle Giiincey p. 194. t. lib.

A£i. Stockholm. 1782.^. 46. .

'

»..

d ipph

%

ip

Mr. Dryander inform

columnar filament, and concludes De La Marck muft have been deceived by
dividing the fibres of this organ ; confequently the myriftica Ihould in ft

monadelph

Mr



Miv De La Marck inform

Myi •a; both fl

? ved fev
and fruit, from lile of F O

Nutmeg-tree, which was introduced by Monf. Po
y large, and continually producing flowers and fruit/ ^ I
nches, v/hich were fent from Monf. Cere, Dheanr\f i

wh
^w

/

ere a

TLOVf

o den in that ifland, Monf De La Marck h }

om the:

le King

and iigure this and other fpecies of the Myrift
and the annexed plate will fliew, that we hav^

s Dcen enabled to deici

The fe or kernel c

fiave b
5 N

P
r*

t^

d by h
y

s abours
^

b-^) are well k
e g uled both for culinary and medical purpofe

as they

D
tilled with water, they yield a large quantity of elTential oil, refemblin^
in flavour the fpice itfelf : after the diftillntinn on ;.^f.^AA r^u.^- ,.„th fpice itfelf aft the dillill

found fwimming on the water; the decod
an infipid febac

pifl d

Nutmegs by inful

hence the fp

ad of an undious, very lightly bitterilh tafte, and with
aftringency. Redified fpirit extrads the whole virtue of

deg

d elevates very little of
ad pofl^eflTes the flavour

m
(*

01

dift

: fpi

Nutmeg when heated^ yield to the prefs a confiderable quantity
of limpid yellow oil, which on g concretes mto a feb

to

nfiftence. In the ihops we meet with three forts of undious fub
flances, called Oil of Mace, though really exprefl^ed from the Nutme
The bed is brought from the Eaft Indies in fl:one jars j this is of
thick confiftence, of the colour of mace, and has an agreeable fragrant
fmell

: the fecond fort, which is paler coloured, and much inferior In

quality, comes from Holland in folid mafl^es, generally flat, and of
gure ; the third, which is the worft of all, and ufuallyU fi

called Common Oil of Mace, Is an artificial compofition of fevuni

palm
'V

3
d the like, flavoured wuth a little genuine oil of Nutmeg g

The medicinal qualities of Nutmeg are fuppofed to be a

anodyne, flomachic

mentioned effed

d

it h
teries. T many peopl

refl:ringent.

been much
the

h

tic,,

and with a view to the lafl:

fed inin diarrhoeaSj and' dyfen-

Lvour of Nutmeg Is very

iliould be cautioned not to ufe it in large

aromatic fl

, v

agreeable
; they, however,

quantities, as it is apt to affed the head, and even to manifefl: aa

' Z. c. s E.d>..New Dijpenf, hyDr. Duncan.. ^, 238,. ^*Bcrgius, M. M. />. 884..

; hypnotic
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liypnotlc p
Bontius

in fucli a de

of til
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as a freq

to prove ex

: occurrence

emely dange
._ T - !• iInd dDr

Cullen relates a remarkable inllance of this foporific efFed of the
Nutmeg, which fell under his own obfervation,'' and hence concludes,

that in apopledic and paralytic cafes this fpice may be very improper.
T officinal preparations of

d the Nutmeg in fubfl:

ice itfelf andBoth th

Nutmeg are a fpirit and elTential

roafted, to render it more aftring

effent oil, feveral compofi

i

1c «

the confedio aromatica, fpiritus amonias com. &c. Mace pofTelTea

alities fnnilar to thofe of the Nutmeg, but is lefs ailringent, and its

is fuppofed to be more volatile and acrid.
r

L
J

De Medidna Indorum^ p. 20. See alfo MifcelL Nat. Cur. dec. III. ann. IL obf. 120.

A perfon by miilake took two drams or a little more of powdered Nutmeg : he
felt it warm in his ftomach, without any uneafinefs; but in about an hour after he had
taken it he was feized with a drowfmefs, which gradually increafed to a complete ftupor

and infenfibility ; and not long after he was found fallen from his chair, lying on the

floor of his chamber in the ftate mentioned. Being laid a-bed he fell afleep j but waking
a little from time to time, he was quite delirious : and he thus continued alternately

fleeping and delirious for feveral hours. By degrees, however, both thefe fymptoms
diininiihed, fo that in about fix hours from the time of taking the Nutmeg he was pretty

well recovered from'both. Although he flill complained of head-achj and fome drov/

finefs, he flept naturally and quietly the following night, and next day was quite in his

Oi'dinary health." Mat. Med. vol. ii. p. 20^. ' \

^

CARYOPHYLLUS AROMATIC US. CLOVE TREE.
X" B

STNO NTMA. Caryophyllum aromaticum. Fhajnu, Lond, £sf
B F

Edinh. Caryophyllus aromaticus, frudu oblongo. Bauh, Pin, p,

410. Ran Hift, p, 1508. Caryophylli. Park. Theat, /. 1577.

Gerard^ Emacp, 1535. Caryophyllus aromaticus, IndicE orientalis,

iru£lu clavato monopyreno. Pluk, Alm,%^,t, iSS'J- !• Caryo-

phyllum. Rumph, Herb, Amh, vol, ii, t, i, 2,fq, CaryopKyllus

Kruidnagelboom. Houituyn natimrlyke hlftorle^ vol. It, P, 3. p. 44.

tai, 12. Jig, I. Le Geroflier. Sonnerat Voyage a la Nouvelle

Ouinee, p. 196. tab, 119
Clafs Polyandria.

v_
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Clafs Polyandria. Ord, Monogynia. Lhu Gen, PknL 669.*
*

Ef. Gen. Ch. Cor. 4-petala. CciL 4-phyllus, duplicatus. Bacca
i-fp-erma, infera.

Sp. Ch.' C. foliis ovato-lanceolatls oppofitls, Horlbus termliialibus,

, .&c. Mill. Di£i.
h

THIS tree never rifes to any coafiderable height, but divides into

krge branches, which are covered with fmooth greyifli bark : the

leaves are large, entire, oblong, lance-fnaped, of a bright green
d ftand in pairs upon fliort footilalks : the fl

the branches in bunches or pannicles : the calyx of the fruit is divided

at the brim into four permanent fmall pointed fegments, and that of

the flower is compofed of four leafits, which are roundiih, concave,

deciduous, and placed above the germen : the corolla confifts of four

petals, which are roundifh, notched, very fmall, and of a bluiih

4- the filam
s
flender, inferted in the calyx, and

furnifhed with fimple antheras : the germen is oblong, large, term

nated by the calyx of the fruit, and placed belov/ the infertion of the

corolla : the flyle is tapering, and the iligma fnnple : the pericarpium

is one-celledj, umbilicated, and terminated by the indurated converg-

ing calyx: the feed is a large oval berry/ •

It is a native of the Eaft Indies, the Moluccas, &c. and was lately

found by Sonnerat in New Guinea. It has been aiferted that the

Dutch, who have long been in pofTeffion of the principal fpice iflands,

deftroyed all the Clove trees growing in the other iflands, in order to

fecure a lucrative branch of commerce to themfelves, and confine the

cultivation of this tree to the ifland of Ternate ) but it appears that

in 1770 and 1772, both the Clove and Nutmeg trees were brqught

from one oi* the Moluccas, and tranfplanted in the Ifle of France,

Bourbon, and Seickelles,' where they have been found to thrive very

well, (fee Nutmeg) though the Clove tree has fince fucceeded bette^

in Cayenne.' To bring this tree to the highefl: perfedion, a peculiar

* The Caryophyllus evidently belongs to the clafs Icofendria ;^
and iiiodernbotamfts

refer it to the grenus Eu2;enla. f' We
Prefident of the Royal Society, but without i^nding any corolla.

^ The fruit, in its mature -ftate, is known by the name Jnthophyllus.

* Savary, DiSf. vol, ii. p. 653. * Hi/i, de V Acad, de Sc. de Pans, 1772. ^ Teffier

Rozier Journ. de Phyf. 1779.
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mode of cuklvatlon feeins neceflary, and is pradifed in Amboina bv
the Dutch, by whom it is kept a profound fecret/ If the Clove was
known to the Greeks, it cannot be difcovered by their writings, nor
is there any didincl account of it given by Pliny; but it feems in fome
meafure applicable to the defcription of the Carunfel of Serapion, and
the Charumfel Bellun of Avicenna,^ fo that this fpice, as well as the

Nutmeg, was probably known to the Arabians.

The fpice ufed here, and known by the name of Cloves, is the
unexpanded fiov/ers or rather calyces, v/hich are found to be more

%
aromatic than in their advanced ftate ; they are of a dark brown colo

which they acquire from the fmoke to which they are expofed ; for

order to preferve the Cloves it is cuilomary firft to immerfe them in

boiling water, and then fubjed them to fumigation, or merely to fumi-
gate them, and afterwards expofe them to the fun for further exficcation.

he Clove has a ftrong agreeable fmell, and a bitteriih liot not
ery pungent taile : theie qualities are completely extracted by redified

After infpiffating the filtered tindure, the remaining extrad:

has little frnell, but its tafte is exceffively hot and fiery. Cloves im-
pregnate water more ftrongly with their fmell than they do
but not near fo much with their tafte ; and in diftillation v^rith water
they yield bne-fixth of their weight of efTential oil, fmelling ftrongly

of the Cloves, but lefs pungent than the fpirituous extrad
/' The oil of Cloves commonly met with in the fhops, and received

from the Dutch, is indeed highly acrimonious : but this oil is plainly

not the genuine diftilled oil of Cloves, but confiderably more pun
gent, containing half its weight of an infipid -expreffed oil : it is

probably from an admixture of the refinous part of the Clove that

this fophifticated oil receives both its acrimony "and high colour." ^

,
Clove is accounted the hottefl; and moil acrid of the aromatics. and

by ading as a powerful ftimulant to the mufcular fibres, may in fome
cafes of atonic gout, paralyfis, &c. fuperfede moft others of the

tic clafs ; and the foreign oil, by its great acrimony, is alfoom?*"

well adapted for feveral external purpol

The effentlal oil is the preparation of this fpice direded by the
pharmacopoeias, which, as w^ell as the Clove itfelfi enters feveral

icinal compofitions.
^^ r

Rumth. I c. / Fide J. BauJj. H'ljl. vol i. p. 426* ^ LewtSy M, M. p, 203
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Systematic Names.

iEfculus HippO'CaJIa?iU77\

Amomum repenSy Sonn.

Amygdalus communis

Anchufa tln^oy^la

Anthemis fiohilis

P\"rethrum

Apium Fetrojcllnum

Arbutus JJv.a urji

Ariftolochia Serpentarta

— longa

Abrotanum

Ahfmthlum

vulgaris

Officinal.,

Hlppocaftanum

Carciamoiiium minus

Amygdala (nttdei)

Anchu£I

• •

mariU?na

Santonica

Chamaemelum

Pyrethrum

Petrofelinum

Uva urfi .
'

Serpentaria virginiana

Anftolochla

Abrotanum

Abfinthium

Artemifia

Abfinthium marltimum

Santonlcum

AfarumAfarum europamn

Aftragalus Tragacantha Tragacantha (gummi)

Canella aIha Canella alba

.V
English, Page

*

Horfe-Chefnut

Cardamom
Almond Tree

Alkanet

Common Camomile

Pellitory of Spain

C
Bear-b

ommon Pariley

erry

Snake-root Birthwort

Long-rooted Birthwort

Common Southernwood
L
ri

-

Common Wormwood
Common Mugwort
Sea Wormwood
Tartarian Wormwood
Common Afarabacca

Laurel-leaved Canella
^^ r

Caryophyllus aromaticus Caryophyllum aromaticura Clove Tree

Ciffampelos Pareira

Ciftus creticus
m

Curcuma longa
j

Datura Stramonium

Dianthus Caryophyllus

Dictamnus albus
/

Eryngium maritimum

Fieus Carica

Fumaria officinalis

Geoffroya inermis

Inula Helenium

Pareira brava

Ladanumj rejina

Curcuma

Stramonium

Caryophyllum rubrum

Di£tamnus albus

Eryngium

Carica

^%

ans regia

Juniperus Sabina

cofnmums

Fumaria

GeofFraea

Eiiula eampana

Juglans

Sabina

Juniperus

V'

'
I

Cretan Ciftus

Turmeric
L

Thorn Apple

Clove Pink

Baftard Dittany

Sea Eryngo

Fig-tree

Common Fumitory

Baftard Cabbage-Tree

Common Elecampane

Walnut Tree

Common Savin

Common Juniper

349

230

251

283

286

205

291

294

328

331

334

335

237
Goat's Tho^n Milk Vetch 267

f V

318

366
Pareira brava Ciflampelos 227

249

359
.^

338

223

316

281

354

241

306

297

347
256

259



I N B
S¥ste-maTic Names.

K^empferia rotunda

Lilium candidiim

Tjinum ufitaujp.mufp.

Marrubium vuh^are

Mimofa Catechu

nilotica

English

Morus nigra

Myriftica Mofchata

^Orchis mafcula

Panax quhiquefoUum

Paftinaca Opopanax

.Polygala Senega

vPrunus fpinofa

~ domejlica

Pyrus Cydonia

Ouaffia Sbnaruba

aniara
r

"'Quercus Robur

Rhamnus cafharticus

Ribes rubrum
b_^

- nigrum

Rofmarinus o^dnaUs

Rubia tinSlsrnm

Rumex Acetofa

Sambucus nigra

Scilla maritima

..Spartium fcoparlum

Spigelia marilandlca

:Styrax officinale

Benzoin

Tanacetutn vulgare

Thymus vulgaris

- Serpyllum

'Valeriana officinalis

Verbafcum Thapfus

Veratrum album

y.iola odorata

>

Officinal.

Zedoaria

rLilium album

Linum

.Marrubium*

Catechu, extfalium

Arabicuni, (guinrni)

Morum
Nux mofchata

.Satyrion

Grlnfeng

OpopanaXj (gununi reftna) Rough Parfnep

"Zedoary

Common White Lily

Common Flax

Common white Horeliound
V

Catechu Mimofa

Egyptian Thorn
Common Mulberry

Nutmeg Tree

Male Orchis

Ginferig

Page

361

279

303

2

1^3

187

2

246

270

3^9
Seneka

Prunum fylveftre

Prunum gallicuni

Oydonlum malum

Simarouba

Quaflia

Quercus

Spina cervina

Ribes rubrum

nigrum

Rofmarinus

Rubia

Acetofa
h

Sambucus

Scilla

Genifta

Spigelia

'^\.yv2X^[^reftna)

Benzoe, (reftna)

Tanacetum

Thymus
iSerpyllum

Valeriana fylveftris

\Verbafcum

-Helleborus albus

yiola

Rattlefnake root Milkwort 253
Sloe Tree ^33

Simaruba Quaflia

Bitter Quaflia

*:Common Oak

Com. Prune or Plum Tree 234
^Common Quince Tree 221

211

215

' 344

312

207

209

239

190

193

219

322

243
288

197
200

314

Puro-Ins; Buckthorn

Red Currant

^lack Currant

Common Rofemary

'DIers Madder

Common Sorrel

Common Black Elder

Officinal Squill

Common Broom
Indian Pink

Officinal Storax Tree

Benjamin Tree

•Common Tanfy

^Common Garden Thyme 299
Wild Thyme

Officinal V.alerian

Common Mullein

White Hellebore

Sweet Violet

3or

262

342

225

/



A T A O u II.

In which all the Pl

as referred to by the C
compofing the MATEPvIA PvIEDICA

are arranged ding to B
London and E
tanical Aiffinities

\

Orders, adopted by Profeflbr Mu
or Natural

I,

Systematic Names.

V'lnMS fyhejiris

Picea

Jbies

Larlx

Juniperus communis-

Lycia.

GONIFERiE
English.

^

Oeficinal.
Scotch Fir

Silver Fir Tree

Norway Spruce Fir Tree

Common White Larch Tree Terbinthina veneta

Fix liquida

Terebinthina vulgaris^

Fix Burgundica

Sabina

IL
Z?X\x fragUisj

Juglans regla

Quercus Robur

Piftacia Terebinthus

Lenttfcus

\

Arctium Lappa

Centaurea henediSia-
r

Leontodon Taraxacum^

Artemifia Abrotanum

Abfinthium .

vulgaris

mariiima •

Santonica

Tanacetum vulgare.

Tuffilago Farfara

'

Anthemis nohilis

Pyrethrum

Inula Hele?tiu?n
r

i

Arnica montana

Achillea Millefolium

Common Juniper

Olibanum Juniper

Common Savin

AMENTACEM..
Crack Willow

Common Wallnut Tree-

Common Oak. Tree.

Juniperus

01ibanu,m> gummi refina

Sabina-

, ^

Salix.

Juglans

Quercus

Common Turpentine Tree Terebinthina chia

Common Maftich Tree Maftiche

IIL COMPOS! TM
Common Burdock

Holy Thiftle

Common Dandelion^

Common Southernwood

Common Wormwood
Comnion Mugwort

Sea Wormwood
Tartarian Wormwood^

Common Tanfy.

Colt's Foot

Common Camomile

Pellitory of Spain

Elecampane.

Mountain Arnica

Common Yarrow-

Bardana

Carduus benediiSlus

Taraxacum

Abrotanum

Abfmthium

Artemifra /

Abfmthium maritimuni

Santonicum.

Tanaceturn
r

Tuffilago

Chamaemelum'

Pyrethrum

Enula caii^panai

Arnica

Miilefolium.

.



VI A O G U
4

IV.

SvsTErviATic Names.

Valeriana officinalis

A G G R E G A T M.
English.

F
r

OiHcinal Valerian

Officinal*

Valeriana fylveftris

V CONGLOMERA T M.
!»];intago 7n.yor Great Plantane Plantago

VJ

E « ft-

.ryiifrium marittmum

Daucus CarOta

V M B E L L A r JE.

Sea Eryngo

Wild Carrot

Eryngium

Conium fuacidatum Coininon Hemlock

Daucus fylveftrls

Cicuta

Eerula JJh feetIda

Angelica Archangelica

Bubon Galhanum -

Curuinum Cymynum

^oriandruin fativum

Slum

r

V

Afafoetida Gigantic Fennel Afafoetida, gummi refina

Garden Angelica

nodijiorum

Lova^e-leaved Bubon

Cumin

Common Coriander

Creeping Water Parfnep

'--.

Imperatoria Ojiruthlum Common Mafterwort

Paftinaca Opopanax

Aliethum graveolens

Fwnkulum

Carum Carut

Pimpinella Saxifraga

umAnlft

Apium Petrofelinum

, ?

VII

Vitis vinifera

Panax quinqefoUum

Rough Parfnep

Common Dill

Common Fennel

Common Carraway

Small Burnet Saxifrage

Aniie

Common Parfley

H E D E RA C E m.
Common Vine

Ginfeng

Angelica

Galbanum, gummi rejina

Cuminum

Coriandrum

Sium

Imperatoria
^

Opopanax, gummi rejina

Anethum

Foeniculum

Caruon

Pimpinella

Anifum

Petrofelinum

'_ \

,^

Vitls

Ginfeng

VIII. SARMEISFTACEM.
Smilax Sarfaparilta

Ciflampelos Pareira

Sarfaparilla Smilax

Pareira brava Ciflampelos

Ariftolochia Serpentarla Snakeroot Birthwort
r

'

Upright Birthwortclematitis

Afarum europaum Afarabacca

Sarfaparilla

Pareira brava

Serpentarla virginiana

Ariftolochia tenuis

yVfarum

IX.

Rubia tinSiorum

Spigelia marilandlca

STELLA TM.
Dyer's Madder

Perennial Worm-grafs

Rubia tIn£lorum
r

Spigelia marilandica



CATALOGUE. • t

va

X.

XI.

Systematic Names,

Cucumls Colocynthis

Momordica Elaterliun

Bryonia alba

XII-

Solanum Dulcamara

Atropa Belladonna

Hyofcyamus niger

Datura Stramonlufn

Nicotiana Tahacum

Capficutn annuum

Verbafcum Thapfus

Digitalis purpurea

c rM S M.
CU CU R B I TA C EM.

English.
I

Bitter Cucumber

Wild Cucumber

White Briony

S J LO NA C EM.
Woody Nightfhade

Officinal,

Colocynthis

Cucumis agredi;?

Bryonia

mara

Deadly Nightfhade

Black Henbane

Common Thorn Apple

Tobacco

Annual Capiicum

Common Mullein

Common Foxglove

Duica

Belladonna

Hyofcyamus

Stramolnum

Nicotiana

Piper indicum

Verbafcum

Digitalis

h ,

XIII. CAMPANA C E M,

Convolvulus Scammonla Scammony Bindv/eed

yalappa

Lobelia ftphilitka

Viola odorata

.

>tfV

XIV.

Cinchona officinalis

XV.
Gentiana lufea

Chironia Centaurium

Menyanthes trtfoliata

Olea europaa

Arbutus Uva urft

Styrax officinale

Styrax Benzoin

Santalum Album

Jalap Bindweed
L

^ 4*

Blue Lobelia

Sweet Violet

C NT R TM,
Peruvian Bark Tree

I

R TA C E M.^

Yellow Gentian

Lefler Centaury

Buck-Bean

S E P lA R IM.
Common European Olive

XVII. B I C O R N E S.

Bear-Berry

Storax Tree

Gum Benjamin Tree

Yellow Saunders Tree

Scammonlum

Jalapium

Lobelia

Viola

.^^

Peruvianus cortex

Gentiana

Centaurium minus

Trifolium paludofum
\

XVI.
Oliva

tTva urfi
I

Styrax, rejina

Benzoe, refina

Santalum Citrinuta

XVIII. A S P E R I F LJM
Anchufa tlnSforla Dier*s Buglofs Anchufa f

>\
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XIX VE RT I C 1 LLATM.
Systematic Names.

y

Teucrlum Alarum

Scordiu7n

Thymus vulgaris

Serpyllum.

MelifTa officinalis

HylTopus officinalis

Lavandula Spica

Origanum vulgare

Marjorana
h

Mentha piperita .

viridis

Pulegium .

Marrublum vulgare

Salvia officinalis

Rofmarinus officinalis

Glecoma hederacea

^2\.«

Gratio!a officinalis

Veronica Beccabunga

English.

Flerb Maftlch

Water Germander

Garden Thyme
Wild Thyme
Common Balm

r

Common Flyflbp

Common Lavender

Common Majoram.

Sweet Marjoram

Pepper-Mint

Spear-Mint

Pennyroyal-Mint

Common Horehound

Garden Sage

Rofemary

Ground Ivy

P E R S O NJTM
Hedge-HyfTop

Brooklime

j\

XXI

Papaver Rhocas

foinniferum

R H O E J D E S.

Red Poppy

Common White Poppy

Officinal

Marum fyriacum

Scordium

Thymus

Serpyllum

MeliiTa
r

Hyflopus

Lavendula

Origanum

Marj orana

Menth •
.

^'

a piperitis

fativa \

4 -Pulegium

Marrubium

viaSal

Rofmarinus

Hedera terreftris

Gratiola

Becabunga

Papaver erraticum

Papaver album,. Opium

XXII P U TAMINEm

Sifymbrium Najlur

Cardamine pratenfu

Sinapis nigra

Cochlearia officinal

Armoracia

XXIIL S I L I ^U O S M
m Water-CreiTes

Ladies-Smock

Common Muftard
r

Scurvy-Grafs

Horfe-Radifh

XXIV.

Nafturtiura aquaticum

Cardamine

oinapi

Cochlearia hortenfis

Raphanus rufticanus

Dolichos pruriens

GeofFroya tnermts

Spartium fco^arium

'J

P J P I L I NA OEM,
Dolichos

Smooth Baftard Cabbage-tree GeofFraea

Cowhao;e Dolichos

Common Broom Genifta
i



CAT U E.

Systematic Names.

Olycyrrhiza glabra

English.

Common Liquorice

Officinal.

Glycyrrhiaa

Aftragalus Tragacantha Goats Thorn Milk Vetch Tragacantha, gwnmi

Trigonella Fcenum gracum Common Fenugreek Fcenum grxcum

XXV. LOMENTACEM.
Caffia Senna

Fijiiila

Mimofa Catechu

nilotica

Tamarindus Indica

SeniV Caffia
w

Purging Caffia

Catechu Mimofa

Egyptian Thorn Mimofa

Tamarind Tree
r

' Hsematoxylum campechlanum Logwood Tree

Senna

Caffia fiftularis

Catechuj extra^lurr

Arabicuni, gummi

Tamarindus
r

Lignum Campechenfe

Polygala Senega Rattlefnake-Root Milk-Wort Seneka

Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory Fumaria

Aconltum Napellus

XXVL MU LT I S I LI ^U m.

NapellusCommon Wolf's-Bane

Delphinium Staphifagria Stavefacre

Helleborus ntger

foetidus

Anemone pratenjis

Clematis reSia
+

Di6tamnus albus

Ruta graveolens

Black Hellebore

Bears'-Foot

Meadow Anemone

Upright Virgin's Bower
'm

Baftard Dittany

Common Rjie

Staphifagria

Helleborus niger

Helleborafter

Pulfatilla nigricans

Flammula Jovis

Di^lamnus albus

Ruta

XXVIL SENTICOSM.
Potentilla reptans

Rubus idteus

Rofa centtfoUa

galUca

camna

Cinquefoil

Rafp-Berry

Hundred-leaved Rofe

Red Officinal Rofe

Hip, or Dog Rofe

Pentaphyllura

Rubus idaeus .

Rofa damafcenat

Rofa rubra
L

r

r

Cynofbatus, fru£ius

XXVIII. P MA C E M,
Pyrus Cydonia

Prunus domejllca

fpinofa

Amygdalus communis

Punica Granatum

Citrus Medlca
w

- Aurantiuin

Quince Tree

Prune, or Plum Tree

Sloe Tree

Common Almond

Pomegranate

Lemon Tree

Cydonium malun^

Prunum gallicum——- f}dveftrc

Orange Tree

A mygdala

Granatum

Limon

Aurantium hifpalcnfc

c

IX

/

p^
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X C A G U E.

Systematic Names.
Ribes ^,y/s rubrum

nigrufu

English.
4 Officikal

J

Red Currant Ribes rubrura

Black Currant
-
~—- nisirum

L H E S P E RI D .EM.

»
"^

Myrtus Pimenta
r

All- Spice

Carjophyllus aromaikiis Clove Tree /

Pimento

Caryophyllum aromaticum

^
S U C C U L E N TJE,

w

CQLUMNIFERM, S. MALVACEM
Althaea ojpcinalh

r

Malva fylvijirh

Marfh Mallow

Common Mallow

Althaea

Maiva

GRUINJLES.
Guaiacum officinalis

Quaffia amcu^a

-^ oStmaruba

Linum ujitatijjimum

OxaliS Acetofella

Guaiacum
H"

Bitter Quaffia

Simaruba Quaffia

Common Flax

Wood-Sorrel

Guaiacum

Quaffia

Simarouba

Linum

Acetofella

XXXIII. CAR Y P HYLLE M,.

Dianthus Caryophyllus Clove Pink Caryophyllum rub ^

XXXIV
XXXV.

CA LYCANTHEMM
ASCYROIDEM.

Ciftus cretlcus

Hypericum perfc

^"

F O

p

Cretan Ciftus

St. John's Wort

Flowering Afh

\

4

Ladanum, rejl^

Hypericum

Manna

XXXVL C A D U NA TM.

Rhamnus catharticus

Sambucus nigra

Amvris era

gileadenfis

Copaifera officinalis
w '

Myroxylon periiiferum

Toluifera Balfamum

XXXVIL D U M S M.

. Purging Buckthorn

Common Black Elder

Gum Elemi Tree
r

T

Balfam ©f Gilead Tree
r

Balfam of Capaiva Tree

Balfam of Peru Tree

Balfam of Tolu Tree

Spina cervina

Sambucus

Elemi, refina

Balfamum gileadenfe

Balfamum Copaiva-

Balf. peruvianum

Balf. tolutanum

XXXVIII. r RI H I LA TM.
^fculus Ilippo-caflaimm Horfe-Chefnut Hippocafta,num

/

' \-

J"



c O G U E. XI

Systematic Names. English.

Croton CafcarlUa

Ricinus. communis

XXXIX. r R f C O C CM,
{

Willow-leaved Croton

Palma Chrlftl

Stalagmitis Cambogioides- Gamboge Tree

XL.

Salfola Kali

O L E RACEM
Prickly Salt-Wort

Chenopodium Vuhxiria Stinking Goofefoot

Rumex aquattcus

Acetofa

Rheum palmatum

Polygonum Bijlorta

Water Dock

Common Sonel

Officinal Rhubarb

Briftort Snakeweed

Laurus Cinnamomum

nohilis>

SaJJhfras'

Camphora

Canella alba

Myriftica Mofchata

XLI.

Parietaria officinalis

Dorftenia Contrayerva

Ficus Carica

Urtica dioica

Moru s nigra

Ulmus campejlris

Cinnamon Tree

Sweet Bay

Saflafras Tree

Camphor Tree

Laurel-leaved Canella

Nutmeg Tree

S CJ BR I DM
Wall Pellitory

Contrayerva

Fig Tree

Common Nettle

Mulberry Tree

Common Elm

\

Officinal.

Cafcarilla.

Ricinus

Gambogia.

Barilla, Natron:

Atripfex foetida.

Hydrolapathum

Acetofa

Rhabarbarum

BIftorta

Cinnamomum
b

Laurus

Saflafras

Camphora

Canella alba
L

Nux mofchata
A

Parietaria

Contrayerva

Carica

Urtica

Morum
Ulmus

4 i

-^

Daphne Mezereum

Cocos butyracea

Piper nigrmn

longum

Cubeba

Acorus Calamus

Arum maculatum

XLU. VERPECULM.
Mezereon

XLIII. P A L M M.

Oil Palm Tree

XLIV. P I P E R I r M.

Black Pepper

Long Pepper

Cubeb Pepper

Mezereum^

Palma, Qleum

N
Sweet Flag

Common Arum

*

Piper nigrum

longum

Cubeba

Calamus aromaticus

Arum
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XLV. S C IT A M I N E M.
Systematic Names.

Amomuin Zingiber

' Cardamoiiitmi

English.

Curcuma lQn(!'a

Ktempferia rotunda

Ginger

Cardamom

Turmeric

Officinal.
Zlngibet

Cardamomum minus

Cu
\ -

Zedoarj

rcuma

Zedoaria

XLVL L I LI A C E M
^L ilium candidum

Scilla maritima

'Allium fatIVurn

Veratrum albti7n

Colchicum autumnale

Crocus fatlvus

Aloes fpecles varlce

Common White Lily

OiHcinal Squill

Common Garlick

White Hellebore
S

Common Meadow Saffron Colchicum

Lilium album

Scilla

Allium

Helleborus albus

Saffron

Aloe

Convallaria Polygonatum Solomon's Seal

Crocus
i

Aloe

Convallaria
L-^iTi.

XLV TI. E N S J TM.
Iris jlorenttna

- * Pfeudo-acorus

Florentine

Yellow Water Flag:

Iris florentina

Iris paluftris

XLVIII
Orchis mafcula

O R C H I D E M
Male Orch Satyrium

XLIX TRIPE r A LO ID EM
'Calamus Rotang

LI
Triticum hyhernum

Hordeum dijllchon

Avena fat'iva

Saccharurn officinarum

Dragon's Blood Tree

CA LAMAR I M.
G RA M I NA.
Wheat

Barley

Oat

Sanguis dracon

Triticum
r

Hordeum

Avena

\

LH.

Polypodium Filix mas

,Afplenium Trichomanoides

LIII.

LIV.
^Lichen iJJandtcus

LV.
Boletus ignlarius

^ugar Cane Saccharum

F I LI C E S.
%

Male Fern Filixr

Maidenhair / Trichomanes

MU S C I.

A L G M. -

Eryngo-leaved Lichea Dichen ifland^

FU N G L ^

Agaric ARaricus chii

^ ^

garicus cnirurg


